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ARABIAN NIGHTS 
ENTERTAINMENTS. 



THB STORY OF NOUREDDIN AND THE FAIR 

PERSIAN. 

ZINCHI, King of Balfora, held that crown 
as tributaryto the Caliphs of Arabia. The 
vailaiage was fo complete, that the latter conli- 
dered the Sovereigns of Balfora as accountable to 
them for every minute regulation in their go- 
yenunent ; they were frequently reprimanded^ 
and fometimes dethroned, when their condu^ 
did not pleafe the commander pf the faithful. 
Vol. til. B ^ The 



2 ARABIAN NIGHTS 

The appearance of regal dignity was kept up, 
notwithftanding the power was (o limited : and 
Zinchi, being of an indolent difpofition, divided 
the office of Grand Vizier between his two fa- 
vourites, Khacan, and Saouy, both men of good 
abilities, but of very oppofite characters. Kha- 
can was open, generous, affable, fond of oblig- 
ing, and as a magiftrate ftridlly impartial : he was 
univerfally refpefted and beloved. Saouy was 
the reverfo of his colleague: fullen, morofe, 
iiaughty, infatiably covetous, though immenfely 
rich, venal, and tyrannical; he wasof courfe ' 
generally detefted ; and if- any thing could add 
to the popular averfion, it was his declared en- 
mity to Khacan, the favourite of the people. 

Such were the minifters of the indolent Zin- 
chi, who, relying on their talents, left to them 
the care of his government, and refigned himfelf 
to the gratification of his appetites. 

: One day the King was difcourfing with his 
Viziers and great men about women. Some 

were 
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Were of opinioa, that if a woman had great 
beauty and accomplifhments, it was as much as 
a man need dcCre, Saouy was an advocate for 
this doftrine ; bu^ Khacah fupported very con- 
trary ideas, and delcribed fo feelingly that love 
which is founded on efteem, that the King de- 
clared himfelf of his opinion : and as Khacan, 
in the courfe of his argument, had fuppofed a 
woman might unite the more valuable qualities 
of the heart with perfonal beauty and exterioi: 
graces, the King ordered ten thoufand pieces of 
gold to be paid him, and directed him to ufe all 
diligence in purchafing fuch a woman as he had 
defcribed* 

« 

When the Viziers withdrew from the royal 
prefence, they were both dilTatisfied. Saouy 
was tormented at the diftin£lion with which 
the King had honoured his rival. Khacan was 
exceedingly grieved at receiving a commiffion^ 
which he apprehended would involve him in 
many difficulties. He immediately ordered all 
tiioie perfons who dealt in flaves to give him no- 

B a ticc 
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4 ARABIAN NIGHTS 

tice when any one of fuperior beauty and merit 
fell in their way. For a long time his enqui* 
ries were in vain, at laft a Perfian merchant 
produced a flave whofe beauty and accomplifh- 
ments were in the higheft perfedlion. 

"The Vizier paid the price demanded for her 
by the merchant, though it exceeded the fum 
depofited in his hands by the King. When he 
vras about to condiifther to the palace, the mer- 
chant advifed him to take her home, and let 
her repofe for a few days after her long jour- 
ney, before he introduced her to his Sovereign ; 
affuring him that both her beauty and fprightly 
turn would appear to greater advantage when (he 
had recovered her fatigue. Khacan approved of 
this advice, and accordingly placed her in the 
care of his wife, and at the fame time acquainted 
the lovely Selima (which was her name) witk 
the honour that awaited her. 

The Vizier had an only fon, named Nou- 
reddiii ; a forward youth of good parts, and hand* 

fomc 



BNTBRTAXNMENTS. 5 

fome perfon ; of whom his mother was fo fond^ 
that fhe ftill continued to allow him the liberty 
of the women's apartments, though the time of 
ihuttinghim out was feveral years paft. Nou- 
jeddin no fooner faw the beautiful Selima than 
he became a captive to her charms. Though he 
knew his father had purchafed her for the King^ 
yet he refolved to run all* hazards rather than 
not fecure her to herfelf, nor did the fair Perfian 
fee Noureddin with indifference. Whatever 
honour or fplendour (he might hope from being 
the King's miftrefs, fhe would gladly have re- 
nounced them to pafs her life with the fon of 
the Vizier. 

Selima having repofed for feveral days, the 
minifter diredked a coftly bath to be prepared for 
her, intending to prefent her next day to his 
mafter. As thefe baths were feldom prepared, 
the Vizier's lady ordered her flaves to get bathing 
cloathes ready for her, intending to enjoy the 
bath herfelf when Selima had left it. All thefe 
particulars Noureddin learnt from a flave whom 

' ^3 'he 



6 ARABIAN NIGHTS 

he had corr«pted. Reduced to defpa'r, he tc- 
folved to attempt an adventure the moft audacious 
that could be imagined. H9 concealed himfclf 
in the women's apartments till Selima returned 
to her chamT)er, and his mother went to the bath. 
He then vifited the fair Periian ; and having dif- 
miffed her attendants, boldly told her, that his 
father had altered his intention, and inftead of 
prefenting her to the King, had given her to him. 
The lovely flave wifhed this to be true, and was 
not therefore difpofeS to doubt it. 

Khacan was equally enraged and diftrefled 
vv^hojo he heard of the violation his fon had com- 
mitted. Befides being- difappointed in prefenting 
, fo beautiful a flave to his mafter, he was terri- 
fied left his enemy, Saouv, fliould come to a 
knowledgeof an affair, by which he might efFe£l 
his deftru(Sion. He ordered the merchants to 
renew their fearch, declaring that the fair Per- 
fian by no means anfwered his expeftation : he 
frequently complained to the King of the many 
di£Elculties he found in executing his commif- 

fion ; 
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fion ; in fhort, he managed ihe bufinefs With fo 
much addrefs, thajt Ztnchi infenfibly forgot it ; 
and though Saouy got fome imperfeft informa- 
tion of the tranfa£lion, yet.Khacan was fo much 
in the King's favour, that he was afraid to fpeak 
of it. 

It was a long time before the Vizier would 
fiifFer his fon to appear in his prefence ; but tirtie, 
which fubdues all things, at length foftened his 
anger ; and as the virtues of Selima engaged his 
efteem, he refolved to give her to Noureddin, if 
he would promife not to look upon her as aflave, 
but as a wife. He ftipulated alfo with the young 
man, that he would never be divorced from her, 
much lefs fell her. With thefe conditions Nou- 
reddin joyfully complied ; and the peace of tht 
Vizier*s houfehold was reftored. 

Very foon after thefe events, Khacan was 
leized with a dangerous illnefs, which foon put 

• 

an end to his life. When he was on his death- 
bed, be renewed bis injunfkions to his fon^ never 

B4 to 
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to part with the fair Periian. Noureddin did 
not hefitate to vow the moft dutiful obedi- 
cnce. 

For a time^Nou^eddin lamented his father 
very fincerely ; but the gaiety of youth foon re- 
curred : and when he found himfelf pofTefTed of 
immenfe riches; he refolved to make himfelf 
amends for the reflraint he had been under, by 
gratifying every wifh of his heart. He gave the 
mofl magnificent and luxurious entertainments ; 
and drew about him a fociety of gay companions, 
among whom he difSpated his fortune with an 
incredible profufion. Thefe parafites perpetu- 
ally furrounded him. In vain the fair Selima, 
(whom he continued to love with undiminifhed 
ardour) gently remonflrated with him on his too 
abundant generolity ; in vain his careful IVeward 
hinted to him, that fuch excefs would foon 
empty a royal treafury. He continued his ex- 
travagant mode of living; and laviihed away 
large fums in prefehts to bis coiiipanions. 

Nothing 
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Nothing contributed fo much to thQ4>i«0 of 
Noureddin's fortune as hisunwillingnefs to look 
into his accounts. Whenever his fte>yard came 
to lay before him a (late of his difburfements, 
he always put him afide with a jeft, or drove 
him away with anger. 

One morning while te was furrounded by the 
tribe of greedy fycophants who generally bcfet 
him, his fteward prefented himfelf before him, 
and requefted permiffion to fpeak with him 
alone. The air and manner of the fteward when 
he made this requeft, indicated fomething un- 
nfual and difagreeable. Noureddin withdrew 
with him: and one of the company, more curious 
than the reft, followed them out,, and fo placed 
himfelf, that he could hear all that paffed be* 
tVireen them, unobferved. 

The fteward began with lamenting that he 
had fo often in vain remonftrated with him. 
Noureddin endeavoured to filence him, but he 
would be heard, ^ The time is now come,* 

laid 
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faid I\c, * that you muft liften to me. Of all that 
mafs of wealth which came into your pdleffion 
a year ago, the few pieces in my hand are the 
whole remainder; your entertainments there- 
fore muft be at an end, or you muft provide me 
with a frefli fupply/ Noureddin, who had been 
overwhelmed by the firft part of this converfa- 
tion, began to revive at this latter hint. * You 
fliall not IcMig want that fupply/ faid he : * I 
have many friends at this time in my houfe^ 
who will rejoice to fatisfy my occafions.' 

This liftener having heard thus much, with- 
drew; and returning tohis companions, repeated 
what had pafled. He had fcarce made an end of 
his account when Noureddin entered the room 
fdfo. 

Noureddin appeared with an aflfeSed air of 
pleafantry, which ill concealed the anguMh of 
his mind. He was confidering whether it would 
be better to declare his necefiities to his friends 
now they were tqgedier, or apply to them 

feparately ; 
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feparately ; when cmic, whom he had ever moft 
diftinguifhed, rc^e up, and making a flight apo- 
logy, withdrew. 

Noureddin, without well knowing why, was 
much aflFefted at this. The perfbn who went away 
was his favourite companion, had been enriched 
by his bounty, and was always one of the laft 
who left him. While his mind teemed with 
thefe uneafy reflexions, another, the moft fer- 
Tile and cringing of the fet, in a pert and care- 
lefs manner, bad him good morning. The 
others foon followed ; and in a very fhort time 
he was left by himlelf. 

The young man pafled the reft of the day in 
melancholy reflexions on his imprudence. He 
determined at length to borrow a certain fum 
from each of his companions, with which he 
would go tcr fome other city, and commence 
merchant. As there was not one among them 
who had not received tenfold more from his 
bounty than he meant to afk, he would not 

fufier 



12 ARAFIAK KIGHT8 

fuflfer the idea of a refufal to dlfturb him. 
Having thus fettled a plan for his future con- 
dud, his mind became more calm ; and he 
withdrew to Selima's apartment, to whom he 
related his fituation and intention. 

The day following he fet out to vifit his dear 
and devoted friends ; but was fo unfortunate as 
not to find any of them at home. One, indeed, 
convinced him he was not abroad ; for he heard 
bim direft his flave to fay he was from home, 
adding, • whenever that extravagant fellow 
comes here, give him the fame anfwer/ 

Noureddin was equally enraged and afliamed. 
He was giving way ' to defpair, when the fair 
Perfian advifed him to difmifs his^ioufehold., fell 
his flaves and furniture, and try if he could not 
raife money enough from them to carry his plan 
into execution. Noureddin embraced this pru- 
dent council: but even in this commendable 
fcheme he was difappointed. Being obliged to 
fell} his goods did not fetch half their value ; 

and 
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smd a fit of ficknefs, the cx>nfequence of his vex* 
^tioDy and former irregularities, held him (b 
lopgy that, on his recovery, he found the whole 
produce of the fale vras expended. 

In this extremity of diftrefs, he once more 
had recourfe to the advice of his beloved Selima^ 
VfhOf -feeing no other means of relief within his 
reach, -reminded him how much money his fa- 
ther had paid for her. * I am your flave,' faid 
Ihe ; * you have a right to difpofe of me ; and 
how-much-foever I fhall fuffer from fuch an 
event, I advife you to fell me ; and I heartily 
wifli you may not lofe much of the fum your 
father gave for me.* 

Noureddin could not hear this advice without 
feeling the keeneft anguifti. Not only his love 
for the fair Perfian revolted at fuch an idea, but 
the remembrance of his promife to has father, 
never to part with her, rofe in his mind, and 
made him think of fuch a meafure with addi- 
tional regret. But invincible necellity muft be 

fubmitted 
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fubmitted to. He led her, with inexpreflible 
reluibnce, to the market where women (laves 
are expofed to fale, and applied to a crier, named 
Hagl Hailan, to fell heu 

The crier immediately knew the fair Perfian 
was the fame Have that Khacan had bought at fo 
very high a price. He went diredtly among 
the merchants, where he exclaimed, with great 
gaiety, * My mafters, evety thing that is round 
is hot a nut ; every thing that is long is not a 
iig ; all that's red is not flefti ; and all eggs are 
not frefli. You have feen and bought, no 
doubt, many flaves in your time ; but you ne- 
ver faw ont comparable to her I have now to 
fell. Follow me, and fee her ; and then name 
the price I ought to cry her at.' 

The merchants were fuprized when they favr 
her; and all agreed, that Hagi Haflan ought 
not to begin with a lefs fum than four thoufand 
pieces of gold. He began to cry her accordingly 
at that price; when the Vizier Saouy chanced 

19 
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to enter the market, and hearing fo large a fum 
aiked for a fenoale flave, demanded to &e her. 

It was aprivilcge the merchants of Balfoia 
enjoyed, that no perfon fliould fee a flave^ till 
they had offered the moft they chofe to give. 
After which any perfon* might fee her ; and if 
the {banger o£^red more money than the higheft 
bidder among the merchants^ he was declared 
the purchaien 

]@ut Saouy regarded no man^s privilege. ,He 
Remanded to fee the fair ilave immediately ; and 
£nding her more beautiful than he had ima* 
gined, he looked fternly on the merchants, and 
laid, * I will give the fum you aik for thisflave !* 
no one durft bid more than the overbearing Vi* 
zier. The merchants were obliged to fubmit to 
this arrogant interference ; and Saouy, cauUng 
the fak Periiati to be locked \}p, waited at the 
door^ ^md dire£ted Hagi Hailan to go immedi- 
ately^ ao.d find die feller. 

Ifoureddin 
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and dirty as he was, and bcfought juflice ; on hi^ 
ing ordered to fay on what account, he remiildcd 
the King of tlie commiffion he had formerly 
given to Khacan. • I faw by accident to-day,* 
continued he, * a tnoA beautiful ilave, which 
tlie profligate Nourcddin was about to fell. I 
had no doubt but ibe was the flave Khacan had 
bought for your Majefty ; and would have re- 
daimed her for you : it was for this attempt that 
Noureddin has treated me thus cruelJy/ 

The King become greatly enraged at this ac- 
count. He ordered his officers to feize Noured- 
din and his flave, and to level his houfe with the 
ground. One of the royal attendants, who heard 
the Kii^g's order, had been appointed to his of* 
£cc by the Vizier Khacan. Fullof gratitude tothe^ 
memory of his benefa£lor, he ran to Noureddin's 
houfe, and putting a purfe of gold in his hand» 
ifiU^ him briefly what had happened, and charged 
him tp fly with fpeed; as, if he was taken^ 
the King ^as too much enraged to heat him, and 
i^oqil^iit^ftainly.putbiin ^dedith. ^ 

Noureddin 
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• Noureddin and Selima haftened towards the 
river, where they found a veffel on the |K)int of 
failing ; they embarked without enquii ing whi- 
ther {he was bound; and after afhort and pica- 
(ant voyage, arrived fafely at Bagdad. 

When they landed, it was evening ; and hav^ 
ing tio baggage to take care of, they rambled a 
c?onfiderabIe time about the gardens that bor- 
dered on the Tigris. They came at length to a 
porch, on each fide of which ftood a neat fopha: 
and as they were tired with their walk, they fat 
dbwn on thefe fojAas^ and after talking together 
for fome time, they infenfibly fell afleep. 

Tlie porch- was the entrance to a garden, be- 
longing to the Caliphy in which was a beautiful 
pavilion of piSures. The charge of this gar- 
den and pavilion was committed to an ancient 
p£ficer, called Scheich Ibrahim, with pofitive 
orders to admit no perfon into it, nor even to dt) 
on th^ fophas tiat ftood in the porch. 

C 2 Scheie^ 
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Scheich Ibrahim was abfent in the city on 
1)tiiiiiei% On his return, when he found two 
people fleeping on the (bphas, he was fo enraged, 
that he was going to chaff ife them ; but feeing 
by the little daylight that remained, that they 
were both handfome, and appeared above the 
rank of the vulgar, he rcfolved to awaken them, 
and hear their apology. The Scheich had much- 
good nature, and more vanity. Finding from 
Noureddin's excufe that they were ftrangers of 
condilion, and took him for the owner of the 
garden, he refolved to humour the miftake ; he 
afked them to walk in, and repofe tbemfelves ia 
a place more fuitable. 

They accepted his invitation, and he con- 
iu6ted them into the- garden, and fhewed them 
the pavilion; the hall of which was adorned with 
fourfcore windows, and in every window was a 
branched candleftldc, containing a confiderable* 
number of wax lights ; the pavilion was in every 
other refpcft truly magnificent. 

J- •' Scheich 
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Scheich Ibrahim was exceedingly taken with 
his guefts: they foon became familiar with 
each other : and finding how much they were 
delighted with the hall, he determined that they 
ihould fup there. * I came here,' faid he, • to 
pafs the evening alone, and therefore have no 
Have to attend you, hut if you will give me leave 
to wait on you, I wijl fupply all your wants.' 

When they had fupped, Noiireddin dropped 
^ hint that fomc wine would not be unaccept- 
able: at which Ibrahim ftarted, and faid, • Hea- 
ven defend me from keeping wine in my houfe, 
or going to a place where it is fold ! fuch a man 
as I am, who have been four times in pilgrimage 
to Mecca, muft have renounced wine for ever.' 

* Notwithftanding this,' replied Noureddin, 
I will not be deprived of my wine ^ be fo con- 
defcending as to go to the door of a wine-houfc, 
and fend in a porter for fome, which he may 
bring here ; and that you may have the lefs 
fcruple^ it ihall not be bought with your money V 

Cj He 
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He then put a couple of pieces of gold Inta the 
Schiech'^ hands, who, laughing in his turn, con- 
gratulated his guefton his invention : * without 
which,* faid he, ' I fhould never have found out 
a way of providing you wjth wine, and preferv- 
Wig my confcience inviolate.* 

While Ibrahim was gonq, it occurred to Nou-» 
reddin that all this averfion to wine was but hy- 
pocrify, and that his hoft would drink his cup as 
heartily as he could. To try this, he inftru£led 
Selrnia how to aft ; and when the wine came, 
he filled three cups, and offered one to Ibrahim. 
The old man ftarted back, as if with horror ; oa 
which Noureddin drank the cup ; and the fair 
Pcrfian prefented the Schiech with a flicc of 
apple, which he received with great pleafure. 

As they converfed, Noureddin pretended to 
fall afleep. Selima feemed to think he was fb, 
and prefenting a cup of wine to the old man, flie 
faid, * drink this to my health, and keep me com* 
pany while that drowfy fot fleeps.' Ibrahim for 

a little 
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a iittle time rcfiftcd ; but- overcome widi her 
beauty, he complied, Soon after he drank a 
iecond cup, with very little oppofition. He re- 
ceived a third from Selima without a murmur/ 
and the fourth, he helped himfclf to. Nou 
reddin feeing this, burft out a laughing, faying, 
* Hah ! Ibrahim, your are caught ; is this the way 
in which you abftain from wine?' Ibrahim 
warmed with what he had drank, and loving 
wine, threw, afide his referve, joined in the 
laugh, and fat down very cordially with his 
guefts to finifh the bottle* 

. While Noureddin and his hoft were converf- 
ing together, Selima obferving the candies in the 
branches, and feeing the room looked gloomy, 
deiired Ibrahim to light them. As he was in 
earned: difcourfe with Noureddin, he faid to her 
jocularly^ ^ Lady, you are much the youngeft ; 
light a few of them yourfelf !*. Selima immedi- 
ately light up every^ candle ; at the f^nietime 
opening the ihutters of the windows. 

C 4 When 
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When the pavilion of pictures was thus iDu* 
minated, it made a very fplendid appearance. 
As the Caliph was retiring to bed^ it chanced he 
opened his cafemeht, and feeing the illumina- 
tion, he^enquired of Giafer thecaufe, in a man- 
ner fufficiently expreffive of his difpleafure. The 
Vizier had a particular friendfliip for Schicch 
Ibrahim. To fhield him from the anger of the 
Caliphy Giafar invented a tale that the Scheich 
had applied to him for leave to celebrate a re- 
ligious ceremony in the pavilion, in company 
with the minifters of his Mofque, The Vizier 
to excufe his friend, faid fo much upon the fub- 
jeft, that he excited the curiofity of the Caliph: 
who, inftead of going to reft, ordered the dif- 
guifes to be brought, in which he and Giafar 
ufed to go about the city, and made him and 
Mefrour, with die other dlaves about him, go wiA 
iiim to the pavilion. 

Giafar knew there was not a fy liable of truth 
in what he had told his matter. He would wil- 
iingly therefore have diverted the C^iph from 

bis 



Ilis pttipofe : but in vain, the Prince would go ; 
and the Vizier, trembling for die confequence^ 
-was obliged to attend hink 

On their arrival, they found the door of ilie 
Iiall partly open ; and the Caliph approaching, 
was furprifed to fee a young man and woman of 
Tuch extraordinary beauty. He was alio much 
difpleafed to fee Ibrahim, whom he had alwayi 
confidered as a grave fte^y man, now drinking 
Vrine, and carouiing to excefs. * Are thefe,' faid 
he, to the Vizier, * the miniftcrs of the Mofque 
you toidmeof ?' 

At this inflant, Selima took up a lute, and be* 
jgan to tune it. The Caliph was exceedingly 
fond of this inftrument : He again drew near the 
door, when the fair Perfian played on it fo ad- 
mirably, as quite delisted him. Returning to 
the Vizier, he faid, * I will forgive you all, if 
you will contrive to introduce me to tfiis com- 
pany^ without difcovering who I am.* 

Thert 



A- 
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There was in the gardens a fine canal whicb 
jibounded with the choiceft fifh* The bold and 
needy filhermen of the town would often fcale tba 
walls, though stri£llyprohibited9 to obtain fome 
of them. It occurred to the Vizier, that possibly 
he might meet widi one of thefe pilferers. Having 
hinted this to the Caliph, he tat out with Mes« 
rour, and fortunately found one stripped in hit 
shirt, and busily employed in disengaging some 
fine fish from the net which he had just drawn 
onshore. At the sight of the Caliph's attendants^ 
aw^y ran the fisherman ; leaving the fish, nets^* 
and clothes behind him. Giafu* seized the 
latter, and, taking with him a few of the finest 
£sh, he persuaded the Caliph to assume the ap- 
pearance of a fisherman, and present himself as 
such to Ibrahim and his companioi;^. 

The Caliph agreed to the proposal ; but, lest 
he should be exposed to any insult in his own 
garden, he sent away an attendant for his impe- 
rial robes. He then dressed himself as a fisher* 
man, and entering the room where Ibrahim and 

his 
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Ills guests were, he ofiered to sell diem his fish» 
The Scheich was now drunk. He would have 
fkvven away the supposed fisherman : but Selima 
interposed, and expressed a desire to have the fish, 
if they could be drelled immediately. * My 
Pmicessy^ replied the old man, ' Ihave a kitchen 
bdow, where this fellow may dress them if he 
pleases/ — ^ I desire ^no better/ replied the Ca- 
I'lphy 'and will ask nothing for them9 if you 
y<iiil let me me join your company.' 

Thi* being agreed to, the Caliph, who took 
upon himself the name of Kerim, withdrewy 
and ordered the 'slaves who attended him to 
dress the fish ; which being done, he served them 
up himself, and sat down with the company* 
They all commended the fish ; and Noureddin, 
being no less drunk than his host, took out his 
purse of gold, and threw it at the supposed fish- 
erman as a reward : nor was this all, for when 
Selima had sung another song, with which Ke«* 
rim expressed himself highly delighted, Nou- 
neddin told him he was honest fellow, and as he 

liked 
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Hked the flave, (he was at his fervice ; he wouI3 
rtiskc him a prefent of her. Having faid this, 
he arofe, and was about to take up his robe and 
•depart. 

Selima in yain entreated her unworthy mafter 
to recal his rafti gift. He reproached her as the 
caufe of all his misfortunes. The Caliph was 
-aftonifhed at what had pafTed ; and while the 
feir Perfian retired to a fopha to vent her griefj 
he requefted Noureddin to relate his ftory. 

• The young man complied ; and the Caliph 
found from his narrative, that though his new 
acquaintance had been led afide by youthful in* 
difcretion, which deserved corre6lion, yet King 
Zinchi, and his Vizier Saouy, had been guilty, of 
oppreffion and injuftice. He conAdered that the 
■folly of Noureddin had brought fevere diftreft 
upon him : while the King of Balfora, influ*' 
nenced by his minifter, had abufed the autho« 
Tity delegated from him, with impunity. 



He 
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^c determined therefore to punifli their in- 
juftice, by the very man who had been the: 
yiSdoi of it. He wrote an order, to Zinchi to 
abdicate hfs throne, and place Noureddin on it». 
He added alfo a fet form of words in the margin' 
of the lett3er, which denoted his infifiing on> 

' pundual and immediate obedience. This he 
pfut into Nonreddin's hands, and advifed him to^ 

. jsetum with it to Balfora.. >I am not unknown/' 
£c-idhe9 * to Zinchi; we were fchool-fellows ; 
though this letter is given you by a perfonfo 
obfcure, yet^ depend upon it, when the King 
sec^ives it, he will do you juftice^f 

An air of authority^ which broke forth while 
the Caliph faid this, had great influence with, 
l^onreddin ; and, as his £tuation was defperate^ 
he ventured^ on a defperate undertaking : He 
Bofeup, and without taking leave of Selima,. 
who was overwhelmed with grief, he went on> 
board a veffel^.and failed for Balfora. 



1 
A ridiculonr 
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A ridiculous fccnc now took place between 
the drunken Ibrahim and the fuppofed fifheiv 
xnaa. * You hare been well paid for your 
paltry fifh, by that prodigal/ faid Ibrahinir 
* but I fhall not fufFer you to keep all he has 
given you. I am content to divide the money 
with you ; but the beautiful flare I will keep* 
entirely to myfelf/ The Caliph refufed him in. 
a laughing anfwer, which Co enraged Ibraliimr 
diat he withdrew iii hafte to- fe^ a cane, aniE 
chajflife the infolent Kerim^ 

As foon as Ibrahim had left the hall, the Ca^ 
liph gave a fignal for his attendants to enter. 
They inftantly took away the fifherman's garb, 
and drefied him in the royaT robes ; and when^ 
Ibrahim retumedftaggering» and muttering curfes 
and threatenings againft the unreafoilable fiflier- 
man, he was amazed to find in his room the Ca-^ 
liph, attended by his prmcipal officers. 

The Scheich flood aghafl at a fight fo unwel- 
tomi^, and fo unexpected. RecolledUfg him- 

fcB; 



ietf, he, .in the moft humble manner, be- 
ibug^t his mafter's pardon. The Catiph, after 
giving him a good-humoured reprimand, for- 
gave him, andy turning to Selima, who had 
feen thefe tranfadtions in filcnt aftonifhment, 
he exhorted her to take comfort, as Noureddin 
would foon be in a lituation to receive her 
again in fplendour. In the mean time he pro- 
mifed to jdace her tmder the protefbion of his 
£ivourite lady, Zobeide. 

Noureddin had time enough, during his voyage, 
to refleft on the danger he expofed himfelf to by 
returning to ^Ifora; but his fituation was (b 
deplorable that he became almoft indifferent to 
the confequence. On his landing, without con* 
folting any friend, he went direftly to the pa- 
lacey and prefented the letter to Zinchi, at the 
time of public audience. The King's colour 
dianged on reading it; he was about to obey, 
the Caliph's order, when he thought of fliew- 
ing it to his Vizier. 

Saoay 
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Saouy read it in a tranfport of envy, rage, and 
defpair : he took care, however, to conceal thefe 
paffions. An artful expedient occurred to him^ 
to poftpone, at leaft^. Noureddin's elevation. He 
pretended to turn round for better lights when: 
he tore oiF the fet form in the margin, which: 
he fwallowed j then, turning to the King, who 
was in great confufion, he talked with him in a 
whifper to the following effecSl : That the fct 
form being omitted, it was plain the CaJiph had- 
only given Noureddin that letter to get rid of 
him; that the patent had not been fent, which 
was itfelf fufficient reafon to fufpend obedience 
to fo flrange an orden He concluded with 
xequefting Zinchi to commit Noureddin to his 
quftody, hinting pretty plainly that he fhould 
not long be in the King's way. Zinchi con*t 
fented, and Noureddin was feized, loaded with 
chains, aad conveyed to the houfe of his inve^ 
terate enemy, where he was treated with the- 
i^tmoft rigour.. 

K 
I • 

Noureddia 
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^oureddin remained fix days in this fituation, 
lamenting chiefly his own indifcretion, in thus 
putting himfelf in the hands of his enemies.— 
Saouy did not pafs this time without uneafinefs ; 
he dreaded theconfequence of his bold meafure, 
in tearing off the moft material part of the Ca- 
liph's letter. Though he was impatient to de- 
prive Noureddin of life, he neither durft do fo 
privately, as he at first intended ; nor was his 
m^ce fatisfied with lefs than the fhame of a 
public execution, which he could not infii£t on 
his own authority. Thus fituated he had re- 
courfe again to artifice; and, taking advantage 
of Zinchi being intoxicated, he made fuch a 
reprefentation of Noureddin, that he obtained 
the royal order to put him to death next day, in 
the midft of the city. 

At the time appointed Saouy went in perfon 
to the prifon, accompanied by his fiaves, with 
the executioner and his attendants, and ordered 
the prifoner to be condufted to the fcaSbld, with 
•very poffible circumftance of ignominy^ Nou- 

VoL. ni. D Tcddia^ 
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reddin, who heard tiiefe b^rbaixms brdas^ ex- 
claimed, * Thou triumpheft iiow, O mind^ 
enemy ; but remember what is written in one 
of our books ; <* You judge unjuftly, forgetting 
that in a little time you fhall be judged your- 
fclf.** — * Fool,* replied Saouy, * notxto remem- 
ber what anodier pf our books fayeth, " What 
fignifies dying the day after the death of oneV 
enemy I" 

Noureddin was led through all the prindpaT 
ftreets of the city, to a fcafibld efe&ed oppofite 
Ae gate of the palace. The fatal blow was 
about to be ftruck^ when a moft tormenting 
thirft opprefled the prifoner, who eameftly dc- 
fired fome water, which the people about under* 
took to provide. This caufing a little delay, 
the Vizier impatiently called out to the exe- 
cutioner to perform his office. A tumult im- 
mediately enfued among the people, who fUU 
retained an a&£tion for Noureddin, and ever 
hated Saouy. The King himfelf was oftnded 
at _&e cruelty of his minifter^ and gave a fignal 

to 
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jpend the execution. At this iafbnt a 
of horfe came gallopmg full fpeed to* 
the palace, at the head of whom appeared 



: inilant Saouy £iw the Grand Vizier, he 
pre&d the execution ai the prifoner, 
Zinchi with high indignation again forbad. 
I the Caliph's minifier reached the palace, 
dered Noureddin to be releafed, feized 
, and the fame hour fat out again for Bag- 
:aking Zinchi and Noureddin with him, 
ading Saouy thither prifoner, bound with 
me chains he had lately impofed on the 
onate Noureddin. 

e fudden and timely appearance of Giafar^ 
luCed by the Caliph accidentally hearing 
i accompanying her lute, in the apart- 
of Zobeide ; this brought to bis rccollcc- 
lathe h^d not fent to Balfora thepateut 
ning Noureddin King, in the room of 
i. Gialfar was immediately difpatched 

Da ^ witk 
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with it in all hafte; and arrived juft in time t# 
prevent the cffe6k<of Saouy's malice. 

On his return to Bagdad^ Giafar introduced 
them to the Caliph, who, having examined 
into every thing, told Noureddin he was at li- 
berty to revenge his fufferings, by depriving his 
enemy of his head. The young man, generous 
in this iiiftance, was fatisfied with having Saouy 
in his power; he even entreated tlie Caliph to 
pardon him. Haroun Alrafchid highly com- 
mended his manly and liberail behaviour, but 
added, • though it k right in you to forgive a 
private injury, it.would ill become me to par- 
don fuch an abufe of authority. Mercy to fuch 
an offender would be cruelty to my people.* 
Saying this, he ordered Saouy to beimmediately 
put to death. 

The Caliph would have difpatched Noured- 
din to take poffeffion of the throne of Balfora.; 
but he declared that the many calamities he had 
jaiet with in that city had made it hateful to 

him; 
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* hkn ; the Caliph, therefore, after a fevere repri- 
mand, permitted Zinchi to reaiTume his go- 
Tcmmcnt ; and, reftoring Selima to Noureddin, 
he gave him a handfome appointment in his 
palace. 



THE STORY OF BEDER, PRINCE OF PERSIA, 
AND GIAHAURE9 PRINCESS OF SAMANDAL. 

Some ages ago Ferfia was governed by an ac- 
complifhed prince, of the name of Mirza. His 
great reputation kept hi& neighbours in awe: 
his fubje<9:s were liappy under his government : 
he kept up the dignity of a Sovereign of Perfia 
with great fplendour : his. hararp was filled with 
beauties from all parts of the world ; but though 
he was exceedingly amorous, he h;;^ never at- 
tached himfelf to any paricular obje£t, he felt 
the neceffity of fomething m6tc than mere per- 
(bnal beauty to command his heart.. 

D3 One: 
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One day a merchant, who dealt m1)eautifa 
Aaves, arriyed at Mirza's court, and acquainlei 
'him diat he had^ iiHet with a Have more lovel 
dian any he had ever feen. The King defiit 
to fee her^ and was (b charmed with her, that h< 
paid the merchant the full price he demanded 
and gave him a noble prefent belide. 

The King ordered the fair flave to be lodget 
in the moft elegant apartments of the haram, an< 
directed the attendants to behave to her with th 
moft profound refpeft. When (he had repofe 
a few days, and had recovered the fatigue of he 
journey, her charms were fo much improved 
that Mirza was quite enamoured with her. 

The fair flave rather endured, than receive 
the carefles of her royal mafter. She fubmitte 
herfelf to his difpofal in filence. The moft a1 
feStionite endearments produced no alteratio 
in her behaviour. She continued to caft her ey< 
on the ground ; nor could any entreaties preva 
with^hcr to utter a fingle word. Mirza, nai 

witbftandini 
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ivifhftanding, became fo fond of her, A^t be 
d'(mifled all his other women, and attached 
liimfelf entirely to her* 

A year pafied, during which the fair flave ob« 
fenced die fame obftinate dlence ; when one 
day, as the King was pouring forth vows of the 
moft unalterable affeAion, he perceived that (he 
liftened to him in a different manner from what 
iht had been ufed to do« She held up her head ; 
ihe fmiled, and caft her eyes on the King, with 
looks of love. Mirza perceived the alteration 
with as much furprife as delight: he doubted 
not but fhe was going to fpeak : he urged her^ 
and Ihe fulfilled his expe£tations to this purpofe. 

* Since I have refolved to break filence^ I 
have much to fay to yourMajefty; but let 
me, in the firft place, thank you for all the 
favours and honours you have conferred upon 
mc, JLiet me inform you alfo that I am witli 
child ; thb circumftance has induced me to 
iceak a £knce I had intended ibould have been 

J) 4 perpetual, 
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perpetual, and to love and refpe^l you as L 
ought/ 

Mirza was tranfported to hear (Be was likely 
to make him a father ; ablefling he had defpaired 
of, as none of his miftrefles had brought him an 
heir. In the extravagance of his joy he caufed 
the news to be inftantly proclaimed to his capi- 
tal; he ordered the poor to be relieved, the 
prifoners fet at liberty, and every poffible d*- 
monftration of joy to take place throughout his 
dominions. Having given thefe direSions, he 
turned to the fair flave, and "tenderly enquired 
into the caufe of her long filence. 

* To account for my conduft,' faid (he, * let 
me inform you, Sir, that though I was reduced 
fo low as to be fold to you for a flave, I am of 
royal blood. I have never ceafed to remember 
my origin, and took care to do nothing which 
fhould difgrace that birth, by giving any thing 
like a confent to what befel me, in the ftate to 
' which my misfortunes had reduced me. Your 

tender 
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tender attention and refpedl fhook this refolu- 
tion, and [my being with child by you has en- 
tirely overturned it*. 

^ My name ia Grulnare of the Sea. My father 
was one of the moft potent princes of the ocean. 
At his death he left his kingdom in profound 
peace to my brother Saleh ; and I lived happily 
in his court, under the piote£tion of my royal 
mother, who was daughter of another puiflant 
monarch of the fea. 

^ An ambitious neighbour, taking advantage 

. of my brother's youth, and of our too great fe- 

curity, invaded his territory with a mighty army ; 

and advanced fo rapidly to his capital, that we 

could fcarce fave ourfelves from falling into his 

hands. We efcaped to an inacceflible fortrefs, 

" with a few trufty adherents, and continued 

^ there *a long time, while my, brother laid plans 

. to drive out the ufurper.. 

Saleh was. very fond, of me ;, and as theafEdr 
. he. was about to undertake was exceedingly ha- 
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ftardouS) fae wHhed to fee me mjmried before lie 
embarked in it. * In the prefent miferaUe con* 
dition of our affiiirs,' faid he, ' I fee no probabi- 
lity of matching yoa to any of the princes of the 
fea ; I woald therefore wifii you to marry one 
of the princes of the earth. Your beauty for- 
pafles anything they ever (aw, and a very fmall 
part of the little wealth we have left would be 
an inconceivable treafure to the greatcft of 
them.' 

Inftead of weighing this advice of my brother 
7S it deferved, I reproached him with meannefs 
of fpirit, in making me to degrading a pn^fat. 
My mother adopting his idea, I gave way to my 
wounded pride, and with an imprudence, and 
want cf duty, which youth could fcarcely ex- 
cufc, I threw myfelf out of the prote&ion of 
thefe my natm-al and beft friends* As (oon as tliey 
bad left me, I gave a fpring from the bottom c^ the 
fea to the ifland of the moon. It would be tedioQS 
if I was to relate to your Majefty the many dif- 
treffing confe^uences of this raih fiep. One 

difaftf r 
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« 

jK&flir fbllowed another, the ufoal and juft 
punifliment dfindifcrelion and diibMience, till 
I became at length a flave, and fell into your 
liands.* 

When Gulnare had finifbed her tiarrationp die 
King of Periia embraced her with great tender- 
^fiefs. * Your ftory, my charming Princefs,* 
(aid be^ ' has greatly ^excited my curiofity, which 
I would beg erf you to gratify, if I was not re- 
folved firft to put you in a fituation more worthy 
of you.* Mirza fent immediately for the pro- 
pf;^ officers, and publicly efpoufed the beautiful 
Gulnarcy caufing her to be proclaimed Queen 
of Feifia, in the moil folemn manner> all over 
.the kingdom* 

Thefe ceremonies over, the King required of 
liss lovely bride a n>ore particular account of the 
inhabitants of the fea. ^ I have often heard^' 
£ud he, ^ that the fea was peopled, but I ever 
OQofidered it as a ^bie, not believiDg it was poT- 

£Ue 
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iible for human beings to walk up and down> 
and live entirely in the water/ 

* Sir,' replied the Queen,' we can walk at the 
bottom of the fea with as much eafe as you do 
on land, and breathe in the water as you do in 
the air, yet it never wets our deaths. Oiir 
faculties in general are more perfedl than yoursT 
Our vulgar language is the fame that was engra- 
venupon the feal of Solomon, the fonof David.* 



* The water does not obftruft the opening and 
Glutting of our eyes. Our fight is fharp and 
piercing, and can difcern any objefik in the 
dcepeft fea as diftin£lly as upon khd. We 
have the fame fucceiSon of times and feafons ^ 
you have, and enjoy the light of the fame pla- 
nets in as great perfeftion. As the fea is much 
larger than the earth, fo we have many more 
kingdoms, all of which have great cities, well 
peopled ; and there is the fame variety of man- 
ners and cuftoms among us, as there is among 

th« nations upon earth, 

*Thc 
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' The palaces of our kings, and great'men»are 
Magnificent beyond any idea that you can form. 
We have gold, as you have ; but the diamonds 
and pearls which are in moft eflimation with 
you, would fcarcely be worn by the loweft order 
of our people. We have an incredible agility 
in tranfporting ourfelves where we pleafe in an 
inftant ; fo that we have no occasion for car* 
riages or horfes, yet we ufc'bothforfplendour 
on public occaQons. 

'Among other things in which we differ greafly 
from the inhabitants of the earth is,* the method 
of delivery, and managing the women of the fea 
m their lying in. On this account it will be 
neceflary to fend for my mother and my cousins, 
to aflift at my labour. I wifh iKo to be recon- 
ciled to my brother. 1 befeech your Majefty 
will give me leave to fend for them ; they will 
be glad to fee me now I am the confort of fo 
great a Prince, and proud to pay their refpeftsto 
your Majefty/ 

The 
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The King ftarted at this propofd. ^ I ihould 
; rejoice,' replied he, * to receive your relations; 
but how can they know where you are, un- 
lc6 you leave me to go in fearch of them? 
that I cannot bear to think of.' — * Sir,' faid Gul- 
nare, with a fmile, * if I have your permiflSion 
to fend for them, 1 need not ftir from this 
room. They will be here in a very fhort 
time/ 

Mirza readily confcnting, the Queen requefted 
him to retire into an adjoining clofet, from 
whence he could fee her friends without being 
feen by them till flie chofe to introduce him. 
The royal palace flood clofe to the fea ; the 
Queen opened the windows neareft to it, and, 
having called for a pan of fire, fhe threw in 
ibme powder, and pronounced certain words 
over it. 

Prefently the fea appeared difturbed, and in a 
fliort time opened; when a tall, handfomc 
young man, with whiikers of a fea-green co« 

lour 
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') appeared pn the furface ; a litde behind him 
one lady, advanced in years, attended by five 
atiful young ones. The Queen, approaching 
windows of the apartment, was {ooa perceived 
ler relations, whocanieforward,notwalkingy 
carried, as it were, on the fur&ceof the waves, 
len they^<:ame near the palace, they nimbly 
>ed into it. The whole company embraced 
Inare, and tenderly reproached her with 
ing left them fo abruptly, and kept herfelf 
cealed from them fo long. King Saleh alfo 
[ her that he had driven out thauforper, and 
ed his kingdom, as well as recovered bi» 
[1. • 

rulnare received them with great refpe<ft, and, 

I few^ords, told them all diat had befallen 
• ^ I could not, added fhe, for very Ihamei 
ly to you while I was befet with difficulties, 
ich arofe entirely from my own imprudencCr 

I I am now become the wife of the greatefl 
narcb of the earth -, who, in every inftance, 

treats 
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treats me with the utmoft regard and atteti« 
tion.* 

A fumptuous cbllation was brought in^ which 
the Queen requefted her relations to partake of. 
As they were preparing to do fo, the fame 
thought ftruck them all, that they bad entered 
the palace of a mighty Prince, and were about 
to fit down at his table, without having been 
introduced to him. A fenfe of this incivility 
caufed them to blufh ; their eyes fparkled, and 
they breathed flames of fire at their mouths suid 
noflriis. 

Gulnare doubted not but this fight would 
srlarm her hufband ; and, asfhe foundher relations 
were defirous of feeing him, fhe withdrew to 
the clofet 'where he was, and ofiered to intro- 
duce him to them. Mirza expreffed himfelf 
much fatisfied at their arrival, but frankly owned 
he durfl not truft himfelf near people who 
breathed forth fire fo terribly. Gulnare, laughing, 

told 
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lold him, that thofe flames would ceafe when 
they (aw him ; and were only a token of their 
unwillingnefs to fit down to table without hiiQ^. 

When the Queen had prefcnted her relations, 
to the King of Perfia, and mutual compliments 
had pafled, all his apprehenfions were don& 
away, and he foon became much attached to hi& 
illuftriou&guefts. He treated them many days 
together with the greateft magnificence. In the 
midfl of thefe hours of feftivity their joy was. 
encreased by the Queen being happily delivered 
of a Prince, fo beautiful, that they agreed, with- 
one voice, to call him Bcder ; which, in the. 
Arabian language, fignifies the full. moon. . 

One day^. foon -after the birth of the Princt^, 
when Mirza and Saleh were vifiting the Queen,., 
the latter took Beder.fronv his nurfe, and after, 
careffing him, and dancing him about the room,^ 
on a fudden he leapt out of the window, into.- 
tjjc fea, with the child in his arms, . and difr, 
appeared. 

VpL.IIL. E:: Xhc. 
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The King of Pcrfia was exceedingly alarmed 
when he faw his beloved fpn, the child of his 
wifhes, thus fnatched from him. He concluded 
the infant muft be drowned , and was giving 
way to defpair, when Saleh returned, with 
Beder in his arms^ whom he reftored unhurt to 
his nurfe. Me then explained toMirzathe rea- 
son of his condu£l. * Children, faid he, * bom 
of parents who are not both inhabitants of the 
fea, h^ve only a few moments occur, cmce during 
their early infancy, in which the privilege of 
defcending into the regions of the water can be 
imparted to them. While I was playing with 
my nephew, I perceived thofe precious mo- 
ments (foon to pafs away) were arrived r with* 
out lofing them to explain myfelf to you, I pro- 
nounced the myfterious words which were en- 
graven on the fea} of the great Solomon, the fon' 
of David, and, taking the Prince with me into 
the fei, I completed the necefiary rites. Beder 
will now be able, when he pleafes, to plunge into* 
the fea, and traverfe the vaft empires it oxitains 
at its bottom* 

•Iharc 
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* Thrive alfot' contintied he, * brought yoa'f Ma- 
jefty a fmall prefent, which 1 requeft you to ac- 
cept.* He then made a fignal, when two med 
itrofe out of the fea, bearing an immenfe cofier,. 
which ccmtained three hundred diamonds, as 
large as pigeons eggs, as many rubies, with 
emeralds, and pearls ci the greateft value : fo 
that the King of P^rfia was abfolutely aftoniihed 
at a difplay of riches which exceeded every thing 
be had any notion of. 

King Saleh, and the ladies of the fea, continued 
with Mirza and Gulnare as long as in prudence. 
iSiey could. At length they took leave, and re- 
t!i:^ned to their own territories. An aflfeflionate 
intercourfe continued between them during, 
dieir lives ; and they paid frequent viflts to the 
court of Perfia. 

As Bedqrgrew up, he appeared to be a Prince 
of great hopes. His temper was benevolent ^ 
his talents brilliant ; and they were early calle(£ 
lata exercife. While he was yet a youth,, 

£, z difea& 
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difeafe bore heavily on Mirza, and he became^ 
defirous to withdraw himfelf from the fatigues 
of royalty. He refigned, therefore, his crown to 
his fon I and though he furvived that event buC 
a fhort time, yet he had the fatisfaftion to fee, 
the Prince condu£t himfelf with great ability^ 
and to be treated by him with the mod perfect 
refpedi and duty. 

The lofs of his father was well fuppfied to 
the young King by the fagacious councils of 
Gulnare and King Saleh. That Prince was fo 
attached to his nephew, that he paffed with him. 
all the time he could fpare from the care of his. 
own dominions. One day after dinner, Saleh, 
in converCation with his.fifter Gulnare, fell in- 
fenfibly on the praifes of his nephew Beder, 
among his other virtues, had great modefiy ; 
and not being willing either to interrupt his 
uncle, or to fit and hear his own applaufe, he 
arofe from table, and withdrew to a fopha, 
where he pretended to fall afleep. 

Saleh 



EllrTERTA INMENT8. 53 

"Saleb continued the converfatlon, and told the 
-Queen, that there was a Princefe of die fea, who 
&r furpsSIeii all others in beauty, whom he ear- 
Aeftly wifhed to be the wife of Beder ; but that 
▼ery confiderable difficulties lay in the way of 
Staining her for hkn. 

Giailn^e arofe in hafte to look at Beder ; who 
braig much interefted in the conversation, 
counterfeited the moft profound fleep. The 
Queen, thinking him really fo, returned to her 
feat, and Saleh proceeded to tell her, that it was 
Giauhara, daughter of the King of Samandal, 
whom he thought rf for his nephew. * She is,* 
continued he^ ^ the moft beautiful and accom-^ 
pliihed Princefs that ever was feen on earth, or 
in the waters. But as her father is infupport- 
ably proud, looking upon all others as his infe- 
riors, it is notdikely he will readily agree to the 
alliance.* 

. Beder heard this difcourfe too attentively for his 
peace. He became enamoured of the Princefs 

£ 3 GiaUhara, 
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Giauhara^of whoTe beauty he conceived the bigh« 
eft opinion ; and fear left the King of Saroandal 
iftiould rejed hiixu entirely deftroyed his reft : 
He became abfent^ thoughtful, and fad. While 
Saleh contemplated this change in his beloved 
nephew v^ithgitat anxiety, an accident revealed 
^ him the c^ufe of it. Walking one evening 
in the gardens of the palace, he overiieard Beder 
expre(s his paffion for the unknov?n Giauhara, 
in terms the inoft vehement. 

Saleh vras exceflively grieved at this event. 
He difcovered hlmfelf immediately to the young 
King of Pec(ia> and reprefented to him, in the 
^ongeft. terms, the folly of devoting his heart 
to a lady, whofe beauty he knew only by report. 
But Beder, finding his fecrct thus unexpc6kedly 
difcovered by his uncle, avowed his attachment, 
and pleaded the neceffity of his obtaining Giau- 
hara to preferve his life, in fuch pathetic terms> 
as entirely fubdued Saleh. Beder perceiving 
die impreffion he had made, preiled his uncle to 
tak« him immediately to his kingdom, {with« 

out 
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out ^king GuUure't omfent, tsi whidi they 
ji^d no liope) aodirtoii foot a treaty with dit 
Kiagcf SianafidaL Saleb fgroed; amitheiba 
paffiag alt the boMom of jrtie garden, i^ey both 
plunged in&o it, and arrivedt 10 a very Ibort 
tii^y at ^ palaioe of the fea King. 

SaUi ptqwed 4 odoft fumptiiiops prefent, and 
fet o|f, as foon as poffiUe, with a great retinue^ 
for ^ oourt of Samandal. On his arrival, the 
King treated him ifritb much ie(pe£t, and ap- 
pointed a public audience, to receive him in the 
lOe&nce of the whole court, the next day. Acf- 
cordai^y Kii^ Saleh was introduced in great 
Hate, and placed on die King of Samandal's left 
Jugoj : where, knowing the chara£ler of die 
Prince he was addreffing, he paid his conipli« 
ments to his Royal Hoft, in the mod fubmiifive 
and -refpe&ful manner ; and concluded by di« 
reding hb attendants to lay the prefent they 
IxMV, at die iGng of Samandal's feet 
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'If die vatiity of that Prince was delighted by 
the abje6i *beteivio«rr ' of bis brother King, his 
avarice 'was no left gratified by hi^ pKfent, which 
was of immenfe value. 'He turned therefore to- 
wards his gueft, and embracing hini» requefted 
to know in what manner he could ferve him. 

KihgSalehy pleafed with his gracious recep- 
tion, dechpsd that the purport of his 'vifit ^a6 
to folicit an alliance by marriage between the 
two royal Families. He had fcarce proceeded 
thus far, when the King of Samandal inter- 
rupted him by a loud laugh ; after which ^he 
aiked him, with much contempt, * how long he 
had entertained fuch a chimera? or how he 
could conceive the abfurd thought of afpiring to 
4b great andaccomplifhed a Princefs/ 

King Saleh had Submitted to humour^die sdif- 
•pofition of the King of Samandal, bcc^tufe he 
feared that haughty Prince WJOuld.be .with diffi- 
xulty prevailed on to give his daughter to 
JSeder; who, being only a King of the^earth, 

^ ; • 'mas 
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f Was greatly her inferior ; but when he found 

iimfelf treated in fo contemptuous a manner, he 

irat' highly ofiended; and replied with great 

4>irity * You are mtftaken, Sir, if you fuppofe *I 

meant^to aik your daughter Tor myfelf; nor 

ihoold I have corlfidered fuch a requeft as at ^ 

afpiiing, being' in every refpeift your equal. *It 

is for my nephew, the King of Perfia, thatl 

was about to folicit, a Prince whofe meritren- 

ders him a fit hufband for the lovely Giauhara ; 

and who,' though not a Prince of the fea, is the 

moft potent o^the Kings of the earth/ 

The rage of the King of Samandal at ifais 
'diicourfe, deprived him, for fome time, of all 
utterance. At length he broke oat into out- 
rageous and injurious expreffions, unworthy of 
Bi King : nor content with this, he forgot what 
was due to the dignity of Saleh, and to therights 
of hofpitality. He called out to his guards to 
ieixe his ^eft, and exit off his^ head. 



The 
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The audience chamber became a fcenAof the 
gie^left confiiiion. S^eh prefently efcaped otit 
iof die palace» atAeg^te of which he found a 
0iQii(and meB) of his relations and friends* weQ 
•Iffmed. The Qoeen, his mother, confideriif 
how few attendants he had, and the recepdon 
lie ivould probably meet with from the King of 
1bmandal» had fent this little troop after Um 
U» hb proteAion. 

Saleh put himfelf at die head of his friends, 
and, with great prefence of mind, fecured the 
avenues of die palace ; and, entering again die 
audience chamber, he fei2ed the perfon of die 
King of Samandal. His next care was to have 
fecured the Princefe; baton the ficft alarm, 
flie, tc^ether with her attendants, had Iprung to 
thefur&ce ofdiefea^ andeCcaped to a deiart 
iiland. 

Mean time, fome of Saleh's attendants, whd 
fled at the firft onfet, arrived at that King's 
capital) andfpreada general confternation, by 

^ relating 
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ia^ Ae danger they left him in. All dSie 
il Famyy were in "die deepeft affliction ; haul 
or, who confideved himfelf as the caufe of 
Hide's misfortune, was overwhelmed wiHi 
tw and confufiom He dreaded the i^* 
:hes of his grandmother, and of the other 
dtSks^ He haftily, therefore^ darted from 
Kittom of die fea, and not knowing how to 
the way to PeiHa, he arrived, by chance, at 
fame iiland where the Princefi 'Gianhsira 
sdcen refuge* 

he Prince, much difturbed in mind^ feated 
elf under a. grove of trees. While he was 
avouring to compofe himfelf, he overheard 
bund of voices ; and drawing near the place 
proceeded from, he faw a kdy of the moft 
ifite beauty converfing with fome attend- 
Beder was quite charmed with her. He 
led to their conver(atton,and,to hisaAonifh- 
t, he foon found that the lady was the 
cefs to whofie beauty he had devoted his 
t| from the account he had heard of it. He 

karat' 



leamt^fo -the fiiccefs of his uncle Saleh, ztk 
thiQ, captivity of the 'King^f Samandal: who! 
jpaisfortune, the charming Princefs dutifully de 
plored; though (he expreflbdherfeif unacquainta 
with the caufeof it. 

: Beder was fo rejoiced at meeting with his be 
loved Giauhara, that he rufhed forward, an 
(brew himfelf at her feet ; and as foon as (b 
bad recovered her furprife, he related how t 
had become enamoured with her, who he wa 
and concluded by offering to attend her to h( 
father's court, where he had no doubt of bein 
able to re-ellablifh friendfhip between the tw 
fea Kings. 

The Princefs was pkafed with the pei 
fon and acidrefs of Beder : and when fhe heai 
him relate how much he had become a 
tached to her, i efore he had feen her, fheblulhe 
and liftened to him with great complacenc 
But when (lie found he was the nephew 
King Salehi and the.caufe of the infult her f 

th 



£2irTERTAINMlNTS; 6t 

flier had received, and of her own fright and grief^ 
flie foon entertained very diflFerent fentiments 
rcfpeding him. She gave way to the di6tzte$ 
€»i fury^ and- revenge, which yet' flie bad art 
enough to conceal. She fufFered fuch expref-* 
fions of favour towards him to efcape herj 
feemingly in her confufion, that the fond Prince 
was enraptured ; and by reaching forth his hand, 
to feizc that^of ' the Princefst he put himfelf in 
her^powier. She pufhed him back, and fpit at 
hkn, faying, * Wretch \ quit the form of a many 
and take that of a. white bird, with a red bill 
and feet.' The fpell took place diredUy ; and 
the unfortunate Beder became a bird of that 
defcription. * Garry him now,' faid the re- 
vengeful Giauhara to one of her attendants^ 
• to yonder folitary rock, and let him remain, 
there, without^food or water, till he perifties.? 

The attendant to whom the fate of Beder wat 
a>aiBiitted,. took compafSon of him. * How 
cruel is it,' thought fhe, ' to deftroy fo accom- 
glilhed a Prince ? my miftrcfs will certainly one 

day 
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day repent it/ * Without ventoring to expofttt* 
late with Giauhara, flie took charged the bird;^ 
but inftead of cairying him to the barren rock, 
file conveyed him to a neighbouring ifland, well 
planted and watered, where he would have na 
difficulty to find fupport. 

While thefe matters were tranfadling, Safehy 
having fecured the perfon of the King of Sanum*^ 
daly though he treated him with refpeA, detei^ 
mined to keep him prilbner, and to adminifter the 
government of his kingdom, till Giauhar» 
ihould return. This he found no difficulty in 
accomplifhing. He appointed trufty officen fer 
rfie feveral departrnents, and- then returned 4a 
bis own kingdom, where he found allele Prin-^ 
cefies of his &mily in great grief for the dbfetuct 
of King Beder. But as the inhabitants of the 
fca are too wife to indulge long a fruitlefs for* 
sow, thofe auguft perfons foon comforted each 
other, and waited for his return, widi hope and 
patience*. 

The 
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The Kingof Perfia ftill continued, under the 
fiMTeof die enchantment, and gathered, in the 
iiland he was placed in, that fubiiftence which 
fiiited the form he ix)re. It happened that a 
peafkit, who was (killed in taking birds, faw 
him ; and being much pleafed with his beauty^ 
contrived to enfnare him. He carried him to au 
neighbouring city, where he was offered a large 
(urn for him by a luxurious citizen, wha 
wiihed to gratify his appetite with fo tempting a 
morfel. The peafant refufed his offer, not 
doubting but the King of that country would be 
glad to have fo rare and beautiful a bird. Nor- 
wis he miftakefi. The King paid him very 
bountifally; and immediately fent for the 
Queen, to prefeat her with his purchafe. 

Whetl the Queen entered the room where 
^e bird was, fiie let £aU her veil, and told the 
King, that it was a Prince of illuftrious de* 
fcent he jiad purchafed under that form. She 
then, at her huiband's requeft, took fome water 
in a cup, and by muttering fome words over it,. 

caufed 



64^. A^RABIAN KIGHTr 

Gaufed it to boil. This fhe fprinkled on fhe 
bird, faying, ' By virtue of the holy and myftc- 
rious words I have pronounced, refume the 
form in which thou waft created.' Immediately 
the bird vanifbed, and a handfome young maO| 
paid the warmeft thanks to his royal beaefaof 
tors* 

The King, having heard Seder's ftory, etn,^ 
braced and congratulated him, o£Fering him 
every fer vice in his power.. * As you areatfo 
great a diftance from your own kingdom,* faid 
he to the King of Perfia, * your power of convey- 
ing yourfelf through the fea is,, at prefent,of 
very little fcrvice. to you, for how will you find 
your way through it : you had better therefore 
embark in fome of the veffels which fail fi-om 
bence to .fom^e country nearer your own/ 

Beder followed this advice ; but when dit 
fhip had nearly completed her voyage, a vio- 
lent ftorm drove her out of her courfe ; and as 
ihe approached the.ihore.of an unknown laud, 

ihs. 
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erftrnck agaiaft a hidden rock, and beat to 
xcs. The crew all perifhed ; but the King 
Perlia threw himfelf into the fea, and reached 
e ihore without difficulty. As he approached 
t city, be was met by a great number of ani- 
Us ; horfes, camdls, mules, afles^ and other 
afts, who crowded together before him» and 
^med to oppofe his entering it. He forced his 
ly through them ; and on entering the city, 
and rthe ftreets fpacious, and well built. He 
Qceeded a confiderahle way without meeting 
ith any one, and came at laft to feme fhops, in 
ic .of which he &W an old man, whoGp he 
lurteouily faluted. 



old i^aufiartedat'thefig^t of the Prince, 
id, w|thoi:it anf^ering hiscomplimetft, prefled 
m to come into his hcmfe. <Beder, though fur- 
ifisd at his earndbiefe* oomplied: When the 
jd man oongratulated him that he had obtained 
lat :(helter, before any misfortune had befallen 
im ; aiking at the fame time, whfit bufmefs 
Ypt. III. F brought 
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brought him to that city ? and whether he had^ 
met any body in his walk thither? 

Beder told his hoft what had happened to die 
jfhip; and added, < that he met no man in his 
way from the fea, but had been ftraogely op- 
pofed by a number of animals of difierent forts.' 

* Thofe animals were much your friends,' re* 
plied Abdallah, which was the name of the old 
man ; '. this city is called the city of enchant*" 
ments ; it is governed by a Queen, named Labei 
who is one of the moft charming, and moft 
wicked of her fex ; inconftant, cruel, treachc-" 
rous, and a forcerefs. All thofe animals were 
once young men, ftrangers like you, whom {he 
has tran&formed by her diabolical art. She^har 
regular patroles, who go about the avenues of 
the city, and feize all ftrangers, either coming in 
or going out of it. They are carried before the* 
Queen, and if fhe fancies either of them, he H 
clothed in magnificent apparel, treated as a 

Prince, 
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^Hnce, carefled by the Queen, who gives him 
facb prooftof affe£tion^ as to make him conclude 
ihe la9e% him entirely. This happinefs is not 
permitted to laft long; for within forty days he 
is fure to lofe the human ihape, and become a 
brute.' 

The King of Perfia heard this account witli 
much concern:— * How unfortunate am I!* 
Cud he aloud ; * fcarce freed from one enchant* 
ment, which I remember with horror, I am now 
expofed to another yet more terrible.' Having 
£iid this, he very frahkly told his hofl who he 
wasy and what had befallen him, and requefled 
his advice how to condu6l himfelf in his prefent 
perilous fituatbn. 

^ Prince,* replied Abdallah, * the wife man» 
and the good mufielman will, in all dtfaflrous 
events, look about for fuch circumflances as moil 
alleviate difbrefs, and from them will colle£t 
courage and refignation to the will of heaven. 
It is true^ you are tnfortunate in arriving at this 

F a city ; 
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Qty: ; but then your having tmtki &e{0tro1e% 
and your vigflymg-to mCf zxg baippy tivmu. 
\ Know tliat ^«i^ isjno perfon in heT'doiBioiofla^ 
whom Labe treats, wkh fo much k^ft as. my* 
(elf: the ic^ufe of which is, that ibe.wcU knotvo 
(he has much reafon to fear me. It would be 
too bold a rifque to attempt to get out of the city 
yet; refide a little time with me; I will give 
out that you aremy neph/s^^^ivhii^ will IJscuie 
you the civilities of the citizens, and you will nc^ 
be considered as a ifaranger; and though itwUl 
not protedk you wholly from Ae Queen, it wiQ 
at leaft make her cautions how ihe behaves to 
you/ 

The King of Perfia thankfuny accfiftfisd tbiA 
offer. As Abdallah knew it would be impoflible 
to conceal his gueft from obfervation, he kt^him 
appear openly ; and on all occafions fpoke of «him 
as his nephew. Near a month had ps^led, when 
Beder, being at the door, faw a very fplendid pro- 
ceffion .approaching; he afked his hoft what it 

moant? 
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tacsadl -* TheQpeen is coming by»* anfwcred 
he, * but do yoa ftuid ftill, and fear nodiing/ 

A thonfand of the Queen's guards, clothed 
inpur^e, armed and well mounted, marched 
firfti mth their fabres drawn ; then followed the 
like number of eunuchs, habited in rich bro- 
cades ; next came as many young ladies on foot, 
fplendidly drefied, and marching flowly, with 
half pikes in their hands ; in the midft of them 
appeared Queen Labe, on a horfe all glittering 
with diamonds, with a gold faddle, and houfing 
of ineftimable value. All the retinue, as they 
pafled, faluted Abdallah ; and the Queen, when 
ihe came to his fhop, flopt to fpeak with him. 

»At the fight of Beder, the Queen compli- 
mented Abdallah on his poflef&ng fo handfome a 
flave. The old man told her he was a nephew^ 
whom he had adopted as a fon. ^ I will then,* 
replied the Queen, * for your fake, make him as 
great and powerful as ever a private man was; 
let him join my train.* Abdallah, with great 

F 3 icfpe£t. 
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refpe£t^ bdbught her to excufe him ;. but Lab^» 
haying g^tzed eamefily on the Prince, became 
much pleafed with him, and very importunate 
with the old man to part with him. Abdallah 
was exceedingly grieved for King Bederv; but 
£nding the Queen would not be refufed, he con- 
iented, on condition his fuppofed nephew might 
paft one day more with him. 

Moft part of this day he pafled in comforting: 
the King of Perfia, who was in defpair when he 
found he fhould be in die power of the forcerefs.. 
Abdallah recommended to him to place no con- 
fidence in the Queen's profeffions, but to watch 
her with the moft jealous attention, and if any 
thing happened which appeared alarming, to 
confult him immediately. 

The next day Labe came with herufual trains 
to conduft Beder to her palace. As foon as (he 
arrived at Abdallah's houfe, he went up to her,, 
and faid, * Puiflant Queen, I conjure you to layr 
afide the fecrets of that art you poffefs in fo won- 
derful 
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icrfid a degree. 1 rcfpefl: my nephew as my 
^Wn Ion, and you will reduce me to the utmoft 
lefpair if you fhould think fit to deal with him 
s you have done with others.' — * I underftand 
ou very well,' replied the Queen, ' and fwear 
>yoa by the fire, and the light, and by what- 
3ever is facred in my religion, that neither you 
or he {hall have caufe to repent your compli- 
nee with my defire.' She then ordered a horfe 
D be brought for the Prince, as richly caparifon- 
d as her own, and caufed him to be placed at 
er left hand. As he was mounting, (he afked 
Lbdallah, what was the name of his nephew ? 
nd being told Beder, (the full moon) her Ma- 
;fty replied, * Sure it was a miftake ; he ought 
>have been called Shems ! (the Sun.)' ' 

When they arrived at the palace, the Queen 
ondudled Beder through the apartments, which 
^ere furniflied in moft magnificent ftile. Be- 
ffe dinner, fhe laid afide her veil, and difcover- 
i 2L face uncommonly charming. iThc Prince 
otwithftanding, beheld her unmoved. * No 

F 4 one,' 
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cme,' thought be^ * is beautiful, V9tsci& zS& 
are hideous.' 



But when dinner was over^ and wine \^n& 
troduced ; when mu£G and dancing had fofte 
the mind of the young Prince, then the chai 
of the enchantrefs bewitched him ; and lay 
aiide all his wholefome fears, he returned 
careiles, carelefs of the confequences. 

For nine and thirty days, Beder abando 
,himfelf to thefe enervating pleafures ; but in 
evening of the laft of thofe days, he chance* 
obferve the Queen mix a powder in a cup 
wine, which fhe afterwards prefented to h 
His fufpicions were at once awakened. He c 
trived to change the cup unobferved ; and 
that means avoided drinking the potion, thoi 
he knew not for what purpofe it was admii 
tered. The powder was intended to prom 
fleep ; and when Beder and the Qiieen reti 
to reft, the Prince, whofe mind was much < 
tutbed, ai^ed the deception unwittingly, by i 

tend 
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tending to fall aileep immediately^ in order ta 
avoid converfatioiv Labe arofe, and not doubly 
ing but her powder had taken the defigned 
^k&y proceeded to her incantations ; Beder «B 
the time obferving her with the mod anxioiis> 
folkitade. 

She opened a dieft, and taking out a box fuIP 
<^ yeUow powder, fhe hid a train of it acrofs 
the chamber, when a rivulet of water appeared;^ 
The forcerefs poured fome of this water into a 
balbn full of flour, and kneeded it, mixing cer* 
tain drugs, and all tlie while muttering over it; 
Having made a cake, fhe caufed a fire to appear 
in one comer of the room, where fhe baked it^ 
When it was done, fhe uttered certain words, 
and the rivulet and fire difappeared. The Queen 
put by her cake,^ and returned to bed. 

Beder no longer doubted but Labe meditated 
mifchief againfl him. In this fituation he re- 
fle£ted with deep regret, that he had given him- 
felf up to fenfuality with the abandoned Queen , 

and 
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mnd neglected Abdallah. He refolved to vifiC 
him as foon as it was day^ to acknowledge his 
£iu1t, and entreat his advice how to aft in his 
pcefent £ltuation» 

He arofe accordingly, and leaving Queen 
Labe afleep, he found out the houfe of his kind 
hoft, and related to him all that had paft. Ab- 
dallah, embracing him, faid, ^ you have fhakea 
off your folly, my dear Beder, and have become: 
jealous in good time. You arenotmiftaken*: this 
wicked woman, notwithftandirig her repeated' 
oaths, meditates your ruin. When you return, (he 
will prefent you with a cake, and prefs you much 
to eat it. You will do well to flip it afide, and 
eat a piece of this which I will now give yoUi 
When fhe thinks you have fwallowed it,, fhc: 
will attempt to transform you into ibme animal.. 
Finding fhe does not fucceed, fhe will pafs it of 
as a joke ; but her hatred of you \yill become 
extreme. While fhe is in this confufion, yoa. 
muft prefent her with her own cake whole. As 
{he will think fhe has failed of her purpofe, from. 

fome 



tKrERTAIl^MENTS. fg 

fem&omiffion in making her cake, fhe will rea« 
dQj eat Ibme of yours, to remove all diftruft in 
ycm ; and the fooner becaufe fhe will think yoa 
broke and eat a part of that fhe made. As foon 
as (he has fwallowed a morfel of it, throw fome 
water in her face, and bid her quit her prefent 
jbrin, and take any one you pleafe.' 

Beder made all pof&ble acknowledgment to 
Abdallah for defending him thus from the wiles 
of a pefKlent forcerefs. 0" his return to the 
palace, the Queen met him with much feeming 
afiedUon ;. ihe gently chid him for having left 
her fb long, and invited him to walk with her- 
kito the garden. When they came near a caf- 
cade, Labej widi the mofl endearing tendernefs^ 
prefented the Prince with a cake, which fhe 
told him was of her making, and befought 
him to eat it for her fake. Beder received it 
with grcatrefpe£J:, and bowing low, contrived to 
change it unobferved- for that which Abdallah 
bad given him. As foon as h&. had eat a little 
of it, the forcerefs taking fome water from the 

cafcade^ 
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cafcade,. threw it in his hcCy fitying^ ' Wictcfii 
quit theftrm of a maoi) andibecdaica^vU^boifc^ 
kme and blind.' 

Thefc wordi having noeffe&, tfie Q^een ajfi* 
peared confu fed, and' bluflied exceedingly ; bair 
fhe prefently began to laughat Beder, who gave 
into the pleafantiy, and laughed with her*. Soon^ 
after he faid, ^ Charming Queen, the only gift 
t would accept of from^my unlcle this mcymti^. 
was: a cake, which you will iind mo(VdeliciouSy. 
if you will do me the honour to tafte it.* Say- 
ing this, he prefeirted her with her own c^e. 
In order to regain the confidence of the King of 
Perfia, fhe broke off a piece and eat it. But Iht 
had no fooner fwallowed it, than fhe appeared^ 
much troubled, and remained motionlefs. Beder 
catching up fome water in his turn, threw it in 
her face, faying: ^Abominable forcereis, quit 
the form of a woman, which thy crimes fo much 
difhonour, and become a mare.* The tx^aisfcx* 
mation took place immediately. 

The 



Tbe floare sheared very feniible of her ]tou* 
ition, for, tt^ (bod tefurs in great ahttodaoce, axil 
>txwod her head ▼ery fubmiffively. tO; the Ptinoe. 
lie pat her /into the hands •£ a grcx>ni tp. bridle 
4uid laddie ; but of •All the bridles in the ftahlcSf 
4iototie would fit her. Beder ordered the grpppi 
•iDrlsad tier, -with biiHy to Abdallah's.hoafe, -who 
^piQod cKceedingly to fee the Prince (afe, ^d 
^^ Hbrcereis in that fituation. The old man 
%)on fpnnd a bridle which fitted herexa£Uy; 
"when, having difinifled the gnxw, he laid to 
£eder, * it will be beft for you, my Lord, to 
•^ <qiiit this City dmmediately. Mount the mare, and 
fBtumto yovir kingdpm. But before you leave 
10$:, let me ^r^commend one thing .to your efpe* 
^al.pafe, which is, if ever you part with your 
fliarey t^.fiire^o deliver the bi^idle/ Beder pro- 
witai to iiBinember this caution, and haying 
Alaken an a^iedlionate Crewel of his friend, he 
i^t out for Ferfia. 

After rfeveral days travelling, he arrived at 'the 
fiiburbs of a great city^ where a veneraUe old 

man 
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xtian ftopped him^ and afked him from vrhat part 
of the world he came ? While they were talking 
ah old woman came by, and looking at the mares 
fighed,and wept bitterly. Beder wasafie3ed 
with her forrow, and afked her the caufe of it 

* Alas ! Sir,' faid ihe, * it is becaufe your marc 
k exaftly refembles one my fon had, that I 
fliould think it the fame if I did not know fhe 
was dead. Sell her to me, I befeech you ; I will 
pve you more than fhe is worth, for the fake of 
bim who once owned her likenefs«* 

The King of Perfia told her he would on no 
ikrcount fell his mare ; but fhe continued urg- 
ing and entreating him, till he was tired widi 
her importunity. At length, feeing her Very 
poorly dreffed, he thought of a method to get 
rid of her. * I never intended,' faid he, * to fell 
fo good a beaft, nor will I i)ow for lefe than a 
thoufand pieces of gold. For that price you 
fhall have her ; fo go home and fetch the money.* 

• I have no need to go home for it,' replied the 

old 
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^fdwoman, unlooiing a purfe {he hddathec 
'pxdltj * here is exa&ly the fum you demand I* * 

Beder was furprifed to £nd fo {habby a wo« 
man thus ready with fuch a large fum. He bid 
her put up her money, * I have been only banter- 
ing you,' faid he, ' my mare is not to be fold/ 

The old man had beeti witnefs of all that pair . 
fed ' Son,' faid he to Beder, ^ it is neceflfary you 
ihould know one thing, which { find you are 
ignorant of. It is not permitted in this city, for 
any one to tell a lie, on pain of death. As you 
have made a bargain with this old woman, you 
muft not refufe to take her money, and deliver 
your mare, or you will expofe ycnirfelf to cer*> 
taia defljiiftion. 

The King of Perfia found himfelf obliged to 
alight, and give up his mare. In his confuflon, 
he ftill kept hold of the bridle, long enough for 
the old woman to flip it off the mare's he;id, afid 
leave it in his hand. The old woman tbeil tak- 
ing 



ing 1^ tame water-that rati iff the Hreet, llireW 
it in file -mare's ^Ke, ikying,"^ -daughter y^tiit 
that beftial form, and reaflume thine own.' The 
"Quem wsis-immcdiately reftored, and Beder was 
ibvterrified whenhe (aw hor, that he was unable 
•o attempt to^efcape. 

The old woman was the mother of Queen 
Xai^y and had inftru^d ^her in all her magic, 
j&s.fopnas ihe had embraced her daughter, (he 
cattfed a Genie to arife, who taking Bedtr on 
onecfhoulder, and the old woman, with Queen 
Labe, on -the other; he tranfported them ina 
few minutes tothe palace of the Queen, in the 
city -of enchantments. When they arrived, 
Labe,-amidft-m2tny execrations, transfolrmed the 
Prince into a vile owl, and delivered -him to one 
of her attendants, with orders to fhut him up in 
a cage, and keep him without ifood till he-pe- 
iriihed. 

IFhe attendant dJfregarding the Queen's com* 
.naaadf looked up -the cage in a room where no 

other 
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Other perfon could come, leaving him pleqty of 
food. She then went to Abdallah, and acquaint- 
ed him with the fate of the King of Perfia and 
his own danger ; Queen Labe having vowed to 
deflroy him by next morning. 

Abdallah knew the power and the malice of 
the forcerefs. He fummoned therefore a Genicy 
who immediately conveyed the attendant to the 
court of Periia. By the dire£lion of Abdallah, 
fhe told Queen Gulnare in what fituation (he 
had left Beder. The afFe<£iionate mother burft 
into tears of joy at hearing of her fori. She or- 
dered the trumpets to found, the drums to beat, 
and caufed proclamation to be made all over the 
city, that King Beder was about to return to his 
capital. She then, by a certain fumigation, fum- 
moned Saleh, and acquainted him with the Htua- 
tion of his nephew. 

• 

Saleh aflembled his troops, and called to his 
aiCfiance the Genies, his allies, who appeared 
with their numerous armies. Gulnare joined 

Vol. III. G them. 
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them, and they all lifted themfelves up in the 
air, and fcx>n poured down on the palace, and 
city of enchantments ; where the magic Queen, 
her mother, and all the other adorers of fire were 
put to death. Beder was again reftored to his 
proper form ; and Abdallah being placed on the 
throne of Labe, received for his Queen the at- 
tendant who had preferved him and Beder. 

This marriage revived the attachment of the 
King of Perfia to the lovely Giauhara : and 
Saleh defirous of gratifying the wiflies of his ne- 
phew, ordered the King of Samandal to be con- 
dufted to the city of enchantments. The pride 
of that Prince had been now fuflSiciently hum- 
bled : he rejoiced in the opportunity of being re^ 
ftored to his throne, by an alliance with the fa*- 
mily of his conqueror. 

Giauhara obeyed her father without reluc- 
tance ; and after apologizing to the King of Perfia 
for the fevere treatment which filial duty had 
compelled her to offer him, ihe gave him her 

hand* 
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hand. The nuptials were folemnized with the 
utmoft magpificence ; all the lovers of the magic 
Queen, now reftored to dieir priftine £orm»^ 
joyfully affifting at them. 



THE HISTORY OF GANEM, SON TO ABOU AYOUBf 
SURNAMED LOVE'^S SLAVE. 



Abou Ayoub was a merchant of Damafcus, 
who had, by care and induftry, acquired great 
wealth. He had a fon, a very accomplifhed 
young man 9 whoie name was Ganem, after- 
wards called Liove's Slave; and a daughter, who, 
on account of her admirable beauty, was named 
Alcolomb, or Ravifher of Hearts. 

Abou Ayoub died ; and amidft immenfe richer, 
he left an hundred bales of brocades and other 
rich filks, which were ready packed in his ware- 
houfes, and marked for Bagdad. Some time after 

G X his 
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his death, Ganem rcfolved to carry thefe goodi 
tq^ the market they wcredefl:ined|br^ and dif- 
jpo&of them amcMig his father's correfpondents. 
He was received by them with great refpeft, 
and foon fold his goods to his fatisfadion. 

Ganem employed the time he had to ftay at 
Bagdad, till the, return of the caravan, in im- 
proving his mind by converfing with the piin- 
cipal merchants, and feeing every thing which 
was worthy of obfervation. One day, on going 
to the Bezeftein, he found all the (hops were 
fhut ; and, on enquiring the caufe, he was told 
that one of the merchants, whom he knew, was 
dead, and that all his brother traders were gone 
to his funeral. 

• 

Ganem went to the Mofque, and arrived 
there before the prayers were ended : after which 
the body was taken up, and followed by the 
kindred, and the merchants, whom Ganesn 
joined, to the place of burial, which was at a 
great diftance from the city. It was a flons 

ftru£lure, 
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jktuStuvet like a dome, built purpofelyfor the fa* 
mily of the deceafed. Tents were pitched round 
it to receive the company. The monument was 
opened, and the<tx>rps laid in it, the Imam, and 
the odierpriefts, fat down in a ring, andfaid the 
reft of the prayers : they alfo read the chapters 
of the Alcoran appointed for the burial of the 
dead ; the kindred and merchants fitting round 
fa) the fame manner behind them^ 

It was near night before all was ended. Ga- 
nem, who did not expeft fo long a ceremony, 
began to be impatient ; and was more fo when he 
faw meats ferved, in memory of the deceafed, ac- 
cording to the cuftom of Bagdad. He was al(b 
told, that the tents were fet up to proteft the 
company from the evening dews, as they were 
not to return to the city before morning. Ga- 
nem, who hadconfiderable property inhishoufe, 
was alarmed at this account ; and having eat a 
little of the meat, he contrived to flip away from 
the company unobferved. 

G3 He 
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He made all poffibic hafte towards the city ; 
but unluckily miftook his way ; nor could he 
even £nd the track to the tents again. In this 
£tuation, he refolved to take (helter for the night 
in one of the tombs, the doors of which they do 
not take much care to fhut faft. 

He came at length to a large tomb, before which 
grew a palm-tree. Here the young merchant 
entered, and laying down, endeavoured to fleep : 
but the anxiety he was under at being abfent 
from home prevented him. He arofe therefore, 
aad walked backward and forward before the 
door. After fome time, he was ftartled to fee 
a light coming towards him. He fhut the tomb, 
and climbed up the palm-tree, as his fafeft re- 
treat. 

He had fcarce feated himfelf, when he per- 
ceived three flaves enter the burial place ; one 
of them bearing a light, the other two a large 
cheft ; which, having dyg a hole, they depofited 

ill 
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I the earth, and filling up the hole as fmooth as 
^ffible, they departed. 

Ganem concluded that the cheft contamed 
tmething of value; when the flaves were gone^ 
id day-light began to appear, he defcended from 
le palm-tree, and with much labour removed 
le earth from the cheft^ and on opening it, was 
nazed to find a young lady of incomparable 
;auty, magntficently drefied ; and though her 
^cs were fliut, evidently alive. Ganem lifted 
at the cheft, and the frefli air prefently re- 
>vered her. When her faculties returned, flie 
as equally frightened and aftoniftied to find 
srfetf in a burial place. Ganem approached 
er with the utmoft refpedl ; he expreffed his 
>y at having been the means of faving her from 
premature grave, and offered to obey her com- 
mands and render her, in any manner Ihe chofe, 
le fervices fhe flood in need of. At the fight 
f Ganem, the lady covered her face with her 
»il. After hearing his account, and feeing the 
left, fhe was at no lofs to comprehend her fitu- 

G 4 ation^ 
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alien) or the value of the affiftance the merchant 
had rendered her. 

But the prefent was no place for explanation; 
nor could flie hedtate to accept the proteSion 
even of a ftranger, when the perils that fur- 
rounded her were fo numerous and fo dreadful. 
* I return thanks to heaven, Sir,' faid fhe, * for 
having made you the means of my deliverance : 
I will rely on your integrity, and thankfully ac- 
cept yo?ar offer of further help. It is highly ne- 
ceffary, botli for your fafety and mine, that I 
Ihould return to Bagdad unnoticed ; but the drefs 
I wear will attraft the attention of the people. 
We muft contrive to manage this matter firft ; 
and when we arrive at your houfe, I will fully 
acquaint you with my fituation.* 

After a fhort deliberation, Ganem drew the 
cheft out of the pit, which he filled up. He 
then placed it in a part of the enclofure where 
it was leaft likely to be obferved ; and having 
perfuaded the Lady to lay down in it again, he 

covered 
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covered it over with lcx)fe boughs, and want into 
the city ; he hired thefirft muletteer he faw, and 
returning to the burial place, aflided him to 
place the cheft on the back of the mule, giving 
lim fome plaufible reafon for having depofited 
t there. The muletteer was not very curious ; 
le carried the cheft to the merchant's houfe, and 
laving received his hire, went, well fatisfied^ 
about his bufinefs. 

Ganemhaftenedtoteleafethelady ; he put her 
in pofleffion of his beft apartments, and then left 
her to her repofe. Returning fome hours after, 
he prefented her with two female flaves, which • 
he had bought to attend her, and led her to a 
table covered with the choiceft dainties. The 
lady by this time was much recovered, and by 
the lively fallies of her wit, completed the con- 
queft of Ganem's heart. The young merchant 
had not before felt the power of love, but now 
fufFered it to take the moft entire pofleffion of 
[lis foul. 

When 
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When they had dined, and the flaves weri ^ 
vrithdrawn, Ganem, in reaching over {bme fruit 
to his giieft) obferved fome golden Jetters on the 
edge of her veil, which he requefted fhe would 
explain. * Read them,' faid ftie, taking oflFher 
veil, * they will ferve to introduce my ftory tb 
you,* The young merchant was fo delighted 
with the admirable beauty of his gueft, that for 
fome moments he forgot to look at the veil he 
held in his hand ; but when he read the words, 
he was covered with confufion, for they implied 
that the wearer was betrothed to the illuftrious 
Caliph Haroun Alrafchid. * Alas ! Madam,' 
faid Gancm, * 1 have refcued you from the 
grave, and thefe words on yoi^r veil condemn 
me to it.* 

The lady, without noticing this fally of her 
deliverer, proceeded to acquaint him with her 
ftory, * My name,' faid (he, ' is Fetnah ; which 
fignifies a ftorm, and was given me, becaufe it 
was predidted at my birth, that the fight of m^ 
would occafion many calamities. I was, very 

carlv 
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r!y in my life, introduced into the palace of the 
iliph ; who was fo taken with me, that he pre- 
^ted me with this veil ; and had before now 
led me to* the number of his wives, had not his 
:;{ence been required to quell an infurredlion 
a diftant part of his dominions. The partia- 
f of the Caliph raifed me many enemies ; the 
lef of whom is Zobeide, his firft wife, and for 
Dng time his favourite. This violent woman 
$ taken advantage of his abfence ;- fhe has 
ifed my flaves to adminifter a fleepy potion to 
I,, and during its effe<9:, difpofed of me in the 
inner yOu was witnefs to. When the Caliph 
urns he will, I am fure, amply reward the 
vice you have done me ; but till then, it is ne- 
lary that I fhould remain in the utmoft pri- 
:y ; as (hould Zobeide know that I have been 
ivered, fhe would not only deftroy me, but 
u would alfo fall a facrifice to her cruelty and 
renge, for having preferved me.' 

When Fetnah had finifhed her narrative, the 
ung merdiant replied, with a figh, * Ah ! 

Madam, 
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Madam^ your ftory has plunged me into the 
deepeft defpair. I had prefumed td encounge 
hopes which I muft for ever renounce. I will 
preferve you here in fecret for your illuftrious lover* 
I cannot ceafe to adore you, but will never agaiji 
prefume to hint my paffion to you. I ^libw 
too w6ll my duty to the commander of the faith- 
ful ; and that " what belongs to the m^fter, is 
forbidden to the flave." 

From . this time Ganem waited on the lady 
with the moft refpeftful attention. He never 
fuffered a word to efcape him on the fubjeft of 
his pafEon for her ; but his eyes and his aftions 
continually fpoke for him. Fetnah, who had 
no aflfeftion for the Caliph, could not refift the 
attraftions of a handfome young man, who had 
been fo materially her benefaftor, and whofe love 
for her was unqueftionable. She devoted her 
whole heart to him ; yet they were both re- 
ftrained, by a fenfe of duty to the commander of 
the faithful, from coming to an explanation. 

Ganem 
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Gancm often repeating, * what belongs to the 
mafler is forbidden to the flave.' 



But though no expreffionsof affe£i:ion efcaped 
the lips of either of the lovers, yet they paflfed 
every hour together which was not devoted to 
indifpenfible avocations. When they were for 
a little time thus divided, Fetnah counted tht 
hours of Ganem's abfence ; and he flew with 
rapture to her prefence as foon as he could dif- 
patch his bufinefs. Several months glided away 
in this manner. At length the young merchant 
growing impatient, began to drop hints, inviting 
his lovely gueft to retire with him to Damafcus, 
and unite her fate with his. Fetnah had almoft 
determined to accept his offer, when a little fe« 
male vanity, and a well founded, but indifcreet 
indignation, put an end to all Ganem's hopes^ 
and plunged them both into very fevere cala- 
mities. 

Fetnah could not bear that Zobeide fhould 
triumph in the fuccefs of her barbarous arts. 

Without 
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Without confidering the confequences to herfelf, 
or her prote£tor, fhe determined to lay before 
the Caliph the wickednefs of that Princefs. She 
requtfted Ganem to enquire if the commander 
of the faithful was returned, and whether any 
notice was taken of her fuppofed death- 

Ganem condufted thefe enquiries with great 
dexterity. He learnt that immediately after 
her having been difpofed of in the burial place, 
a report of her death had been induftrioufly 
fpread all over the city ; that Zobeide had cele* 
brated her obfequies with great pomp, and had 
erefted a maufoleum to receive the body, where 
lighted candles were perpetually burning ; and 
every ceremony performed which cuftomhad 
appointed for the illuftrious dead^ 

He heard further, that the Caliph had return- 
ed to Bagdad more than a month ; that on his 
arrival he had expreffed the utmoft forrow for 
the lofs of his beloved Fetnah ; diat hecaufedthe 
ceremonies to be repeated with ftill greater mag- 
nificence. 



nificence, and that they were ftUI continued. 
Prayers and the Alcoran were recited ; and the 
Caliph^ attended by his officers in the deepeft 
mourning, every day moiflened the earth that 
covered the phantom of his love, witli his tcan. 

Fetnah, on receiving this report, drew up a 
relation of all that had befallen her. This, by 
the help of Ganem, fhe contrived to lay before 
the Caliph. Haroun read the account of his 
fevourite*^s fufferings withfurprife and tendemefs, 
and with indignation againfl: Zobeide. But to- 
wards the clofe of her narrative, Fetnah had en- 
larged a little too much on the care which Ga- 
nem took of her. The manner alfo in which. 
fhe fpoke of her deliverer, betrayed to the jea* 
lous Prince the ftate of her heart ! * Is. it fo,' ex- 
claimed the enraged Caliph? * the perfidious 
wretch has bben four months with a young 
merchant, and dares to boaft of the refpe£t he 
pays her. Thirty davs are pafl: fmce my return 
to Bagdad, and ihe now bethinks herfelf of tel- 

liug 
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ling me this news. Ungrateful creature ! while 
I have paft the hours in bewailing her, fhe has 
fpent them in betraying me ! — Goto, let us take 
xevenge on tlie falfe woman^ and on that bold 
youth who affi-onts me.' 

The Caliph immediately difpatched Giafar 
with orders to level Ganem's habitation with tlie 
ground, and to bring him and Fetnah prifoners 
to the palace. The grand Vizier had no diffi* 
culty in finding out the houfe of the young mer- 
chant, which chanced to fland detatched from 
any other. He ordered his troops to furround 
it, that neither he nor Fetnah might efcape. 

- The inflant Fetnah faw the foldiers porting 
-in a circle round herafylum, fhe concluded that 
her memorial to the Caliph had been attended - 
with effefts very diflFerent from what fhe had ex- 
pe£ted. Though not without alarm on her own 
jiccount, her principal concern was for <5anem 
-Her influence with the Caliph fhe trufled could 
p3£et his anger -, but to his rage and jealoufy, 

her 
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iicr hoft, her deliverer, would certainly fell a fa- 
crifice. She haftily explained to Ganem the na- 
ture of their iituation, and without liftening to 
his defire of ftaying with her and (baring her 
fate,, fhe obliged him to difguife himfelf like ^ 
Have belonging to an eating houfe, and putting 
on his head the difhes they had juft eat their 
dinner from, (he opened the door, and difmiiled 
him. 

Giafar was advancing to the houfe when he 
met Ganem ; but being deceived by his appear- 
ance, he fnffered him to pafs without examina- 
tion ; and the foldiefs feeing him go by the grand 
Vizier unnoticed, gave him way alfo; begot. 
ipeedily to one of the city gates and efcaped. 

When the grand Vizier entered the houfe, 
he found Fetnah fitting in a room where there 
-were a nujiiber of chefts fiiU of the money which 
^Ganem had made of his goods. The minifter, 
in the moft gentle manner, communicated his 
<nafter's orders to the lady, who declared herfelf 

Vol. IIL M readv 
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ftady to attend him ; but added, that die mef 
4J)ant to whom 0ie owed her life, had been gone 
;jbove a month to Damafcus. She then befought 
Giafar to preferve the chefls which contained ber 
jdelivercr's property, which he readily under- 
-look tO'do. 

The grand Vizier, having given orders &»: 
deftroying the houfe, conducted Fetnah to tbe 
. pahoe, and entering the royal prefence, gave the 
Caliph an account of his proceedings. Haroun 
►was fo enraged when he found the young mer- 
chant had efoqped, that he refufed to fee Fetnah ; 
lie ordered her to be fhut up in the dark tower; 
a prifon within the walls of the palace, where 
the attendants of the Caliph were puniflied 
when they difobliged him, and where he vowed 
^ the unfortunate Fetnah fhould end her days. 

Not fatisfied with this viftim to his fury, the 

; enraged Caliph wrote to his coufin Zinebi, who 

held the kingdom of. Syria as his trftutary, to 

•find out Ganem if poi&ble« and fend him pri- 

ibner to 3^gdad. . He ordered his boufe there 



tobepliindered and then razed ; and all his notr* 
eft relatjpns tp be led naked through the city for 
titiree days, after which they were to be baniihed 
Damafcus^ the citi^ns alfo were fqrbid to give 
l^em ibelter or relief on pfun .cf 4^ath. 

Zinebi, thougjh be veceiyed thefe orders with 
great regret, knew bis duty to the commander of 
the £iithful to well to delay obedience. He went 
with a few attendants to Ganem's houfe, whore 
he found his mi^ther and £lfter , retired into a dome 
they had eredled as a tomb for their beloved rela- 
tion : of whom as they had heard nothing for a long 
fajop^f ifhey (uMK^fed to be dead. ZioeU, haying 
cauied the bovife to be d^gently fisf^rched for Ga- 
pcm^ told the ladies^ in the moft gentle manner^ 
ithat he bad incurred .the high difpleafure of the 
Caliph, and hinted to them that the refentment 
of the comniander of the faithful had extended 
itielf to them. This affeftionate mother and 
fifter were fo rejdced to hear that Ganem was 
alive, that they at firft difregarded the feverities 
^bich were denounced againft them. Zinebi, 

H z moved 



^^ ^rabiak nights 

fnoved with their piety, took off his robe and co- 
vered them widi it, to protect diem from infult: 
be then led them out, and gave the fignal for 
tiie mob t6 plunder. Chefts full of wealth, 
fine Perfian and Indian carpets, and other ridi 
goods were carried off by the rabble ; after which 
ttie houfe waS levdled with the ground, in^e 
prefence of the affli<9:ed ladies ; who, having un- 
dergone the firft part of their punifhment, were 
conveyed to the palace, where the Queen bf 
Zinebi treated them with as mudi tendemefs as 
: ihe Qurfl. 

' The next day proclamation was made through 

the city of Damafcus of Ganem's offence, and of 

^ the further punishment which' the Caliph had 

ordered to l)c infli£led on bis relations. The 

citizens heard thefe cruel and unjuft commands 

' with the higeft indignation. They (hut up then: 

•houfes and ihops, and avoided the ftreets at the 

•time the unhappy ladies were led through them. 

Even the cheers executed tlieir duty without 

i'ig^\ir> artd fuffered themto weara loofe robe of 

horfe 
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Iiocfe-luur which fome of their friends had ven«* 
hired to provide for them. Tlie fentence being 
fulfilled, they were banifhed the city, and the 
inhabitants fhri£Uy forbidden to give them any 
aflEiftance. Notwithflanding this injunctions 
diey were fupplied with apparel and money 
by their compaflionate neighbours: and left Da- 
mafcus, rejoicing amidft their fufFerings that 
their beloved Ganem was yet a)ive. 

While thefe matters paft at Damafcus, Fetuah 
continued a cb&.prifoner in the dark tower: 
where ihe ceafed not to bewail the fate of her 
unfortunate deliverer.^ One night as the Caliph 
was- fetunling from an evening perambula** 
tiooy. he ^palled by * the dark tower, and over- 
heard Fetnah lamenting Tier fituation. i>be be- 
wailed the ruin of Ganem, and deprecated the 
wrath of heaven from the Caliph, j whom fli« 
charged in the moft pointed terms with cruelty^ . 
injuflice, and ingratitude* *. 
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This_kccidentcaufed the Caliph tottcolfc^ 
himfelf. He fent for Fetriih, and caxrtdJ her to- 
relate to him all that had bcfallcft htt-. ^he 
dwelt much oh the obligatioris fiie had to Oz* 
Bern. She praifed the refpeft with which hehatf 
always behaved. * I will not conceal from yout 
majefly/ continued fhe, * that at firft he feemed 
defirous to devote himfelf to me : but as foon ai 
he heard that I had the honour of being accept- 
able to youj he exclaimed, *' that which belongs 
to the matter is forbidden to the flave.*' From 
that moment his behaviour was agreeable to fach 
an idea ; affiduous, but diftant and refpe6HW. 
Notwithftanding which, you, commander of thfe' 
faithful, know with what rigour you hav^ 
treated him ; and you will anfwet for it befott 
the tribuilal of God.*' 

Though Haroun was violent m his paffions ; 
' and fomcVifnes gave himfelf up to their influence 
too haftily ; yet he loved juftice, and when calm^ 
was open to conviftion. He regretted exceed- 
ingly the feverity he had exercifed towards Ga- 
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ntmy and vm not difpleaied with the frankneft 
of'Fetnah. ^ At kaft,' find the humbled Prince, 
I 'will meet diat awful appeal, widi having made 
eveiy rqiaration m my power, I will caufe hit 
pardon to be publiihed throughout my domi-* 
njon8> and will amply repay his lodes. Thb- 
kJaeto his innocence, and to <x)mpenfate for 
die miferies I have caufed him and hit family to 
fidflfer, I ^will gire you to him for a wife ; and 
make him wealthy beyond his hopes.' 

Fetnah returned the Caliph thanks for his 
juftice ; after which (he was permitted to re*- 
turn to the apartments (he had formerly poflefs* 
ed in the palace ; and flie had the fatisfadtion to 
find there all the chefls belonging to Gancm ; 
which the Visner had taken care to convey thi^ 
ther. 

Pfoclamation was made-' all over thedomt-^ 
nions of die Caliph, declaring the fon of Abou 
Ayoub pardoned, and inviting him to. return to 
Bagdad^ and receive the bounty of his fovercign : 

H 4 but 
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but a long time elapfed without any news of tho 
young merchant, retnah became excee£ngly 
unhappy on his account. Befides ufing every, 
means of enquiry in her powers (he went from* 
mofque to mofque beftowing alms among the de-- 
votees, and folicking tlieir prayers. 

One day, as flie was talking with a Syndic to^ ' 
whom ihe had given a large fum to be diJUributed" 
among the afllifted r he chanced to mention twa 
women whom her bounty had enabled him to 
relieve when in a ftate of great diftrefs. He 
fpoke fo much in their pralfe that Fetnah had a* 
defire to fee them. They were introduced to ^ 
her ; and ihe was fo taken with their appearance 
that fhe enquired with great tendernefs into the- 
caufe of that mifery from which tliey had beenr 
refcued by the good Syndic. 

* Al^ \ Madam^! replied the elder ftranger, 
* a favourite of the Caliph, whofe name is Fet- 
nah, is the caufe of allour misfortunes.' Thefe. 
words were a thundecbolt to. the lady,, who wat 

fcarcc 
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Scarce able to fupprefs her emotion> while the 
banger proceeded in her ftory, which announce 
d her the^iniother of Ganem ; and her fellow 
\i£S;rer to be his fifter, the lovely Akolomb. 

By the time fhe had*£ni(hed her ftory, Fet- 
lah was in. fome degree recovered. She em- 
>niced the parent of her lover. . * I am that 
Fetnab,' faid fhe, * whocaufedall yourdiftrefles, 
>at I have it in my power to make you full 
amends/ She then related to them all that had 
be£dlen her and Ganem ; ani concluded with 
faying, that the Caliph was convinced of her 
Ton's > innocence, and impat'ent to repair his 
wrong^. Having finilhed her narrative, fhe 
exchanged embraces with them, and they mur 
tually vowedalafting^^friendlhip. 

When Fetnah was about to withdraw, the 
Syndic recommended to her benevolence a young 
man who had been juft brought into his houfe, 
arid feemed opprefled with forrow, as well as 
dlnefs. Fetnah, whofe heart was more tbaa 

ever 
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ever difpofcd to pity, by the affe6klng interviciT 
ftie had jufVhad, wifhed to fee hira. On bc- 
Ki^ing him, laying on his bed, his eyes cIoTed^ 
his face pale and emaciated, fhe flatted, and 
thought that fhe difcovered, amidfl all tk]$ 
wretchednefs, the countenance of her beloved 
Ganem. She called him fof- but the fuficrcr 
regarded her not. Grieved and impatient^ Ac 
exclaimed, * Hott am I deceived ! this cannot 
be Ganem; the fbn of Abou Ayoub, howcvct 
fick, would know the voice of Fetnah/ At that 
name Ganen (for it was him) opened his eycSj 
and feeing his adored miflrefs, attempted to 
fpeak ; but his joy was too great. He funk into 
a fwoon ; and tfie condition to which Fetnah 
was reduced, convinced the Syndic it was necef- 
fary to remove her from the apartment of his, 
patient. 

It was not till feveral days after, when Ganem 
was much recovered, that the prudent Syndic 
would fufFer another interview between the 
lovers. At length he permitted it ; and having 

properly 



froperly prepared each party, he' introduced to 
bm alfo his mother and his fifler. After the 
firan^KntB of their mutual joy had in focne de* 
grbe fabfided) Ganem toM them that having ef» 
taped to an inconfiderable village, not far fironi 
Bagdadyfaehad continued fafe among the friendly 
peafants ; but a ficknefs feizing him, caufed by 
his grief and-pyerturbation, which none of them 
coald cure ; they had lent him to Bagdad by the 
camel-driver, in whofe hands the Syndic found 
him* 

Gaiiem^s mother then related all that had be- 
fallen her and Alcoldmb. Even the prefence of 
his beloved Fetnah could not picvent the young 
merchant from (bedding tears at their fufierings. 
He exprefied alfo his apprehenfions left they 
&otild fall into the hands of the furious Caliph. 
Fetnah prefently removed thofc fears ; but when 
Ac added that the commander of the faithful had 
determined to refign her to her lover, in compen- 
lation for his ful^rings^ the joy of Ganem was 
inexpreffibler 

The 
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The Caliph was foon informed by Fetnah^ 
diat the yi£tims of his former ungovernable rage 
were in his capital ; the generous Prince rejoiced 
that he hiad at laft an opportunity of making 
them a reparation. He defired Fetnah to lead 
the ladies to the palace privately ; but ordered 
his officers of flate to wait on Ganem, and con- 
duct him to the palace, with all the marks of re- - 
{pc& conferred on perfons of the moft honour** 
able chara£ters. 

This ceremony over, Ganem was prefehted, , 
together with his mother and fifter to the Caliph. 
That Prince had the goodnefs to apologize to 
them for v/hat had paft. He gave Fetnah with 
his own hand, to her defer ving lover. He diC- 
mified Zobeide from his throne, and banifhed 
her his prefence, to punifh her cruelty and trea^ 
chery, and in her room, received to his arms the 
lovely Alcolomb ; whofe beauty was adorned , 
with good qualities, ftill more eilimable. . 
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TH£ HISTORY OT PRINCE ZEYlT ALA8NAM| 
AND THE KINC OF THE GENII. 

A King of Balfora, who pollefied great wealth 
smd was beloved by his fubjedts, iiad no chil- 
dren, which was a great affli(3ion to him. He 
therefore made prefents to all the holy perfons 
in his ^dominions, 'to en^ge them to beg of hea« 
ven to grant him a fon. Their prayers proved 
efie£hial* The Queen was happily delivered of 
a Prince, who was named Zeyn Alafnam, which 
ifignifies, oraamient of the ftatues. 

"The Kmg called all the Aftrologers of the 
ki(igdom to calculate the infant's nativity. They 
found' he wodldiive'long^ and be very "brave ^ 
Irut that ^U his courage would be little enough 
• to fupport him through certain difficulties that 
threatened him. The King was not difmayed 
^t this prcdidion. * My fon,' faid he, * is not 
to be pitiedj'fince he will l)e brave. It is fit that 
^Princes &ould have a tafte of misfortunes: aS- 

verfity 



■verfity tries virtue, and thence they become the 
.filter toxeign. 

As Zeyn grew up, he difcovered a very good 

• difpofiLtion ; ^d by the care of bis £^er, acquir- 
«ed every accomplifhment. He bad nearly at- 
tained the age of manhood when the gpod old 
fCingfellidck, and-<Ued. 

Zeyn was much affli£ted ;it die death of jus . 
"^father, whom he fineerely -Joved ; hut tifloe 
moderating his grief, he began toei^iy.^ 

• pleafures of a throne. IHe entered iilto^;d)f 
^follies and vices, which fo often miflead young 

men. -He was furroundedwkh parables. --He 
lavifhed his tr^afures on unworthy favourites, oa 
whom he beftowed alfo the £i«ft appouxtments ia 
his kingdom : and they at once ppprefied, and in- 
fulted his people. 

' From this dekifion he was awakened by two 
'<ircumftances alike diftrefling,_ and diigracefuL 
^liefoundhistreafuresdillipated^ and his fubje& 
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ripe for a revolt. By difmiiEng his worthleft 
< companions, aiid wholly reforming" his condu£t9 
he appeafed his people : but the wade of hit 
wealth could not he recalled : and the recoHec- 
tion of his prodigality rendered him very un« 
hai^y. 

While thefe thoughts had pofleffion of his 
mind, he dreamt one night, tfiat a venerable old 
man came towards him^ and faid, * You know, 
Zeyn, that joy arid forrow generally fucceed 
«icach other. If you would put an end to your pre- 
fimt affliftion, get up : fet out for Egypt ; go to 
.grand Cairo, a greater fortune attends you there, 
ilhan Aat you have lately dif&pated. 

The Prince, when he awoke in the morning, 
*refle£led on his dream very ferioufly. Here- 
■^folved at length to fet out for Cairo. This de- 
^termination made it neceflary to commit the 
igovemment of the kingdom to his mother, wlio 
tried in vain, by ferious argument, and by ridi- 
>^cule to flop his journey on fo chimerical a buil* 

ncftj 



tl« A^RABIAN NICHTS 

nefs ; but the appearance of the old man hail 
made (b great an impreffion on Zeyn , that he was 
fully perfuaded his dream was fupematural. 
Having therefore difpofed of his affiiirs, he fet out 
one ni^t, very privately, and took the road t9 
.Cairo, without fufFering any perfon to attend 
him. 

After much fatigue he arrived at that &mOus 
city. Being fpent with wearinefs he lay down 
<at the gate of a mofque, and fell aileep ; wfaeft 
he faw the fame old man ; who faid to him, * I 
jum well pleafed, my fon, that you have given 
credit to my words. I have put you on this long 
journey to try if you had refolution* I find yoi 
deferve I fhoald make you the richeft man in 
the worJd. Return to Balfora, and you fhall 
find immenfe wealth in your palace,' 

The Prince was not well pleafed with this 
.dream. He determined to return immediately^ 
.and rejoiced that he had kept his journey* a fc- 
xret from every body but the Queen, his mother, 

. When 



BNTXHTAINMENTS. II3 

wlien he arrived at his palace, that difcreet 
JPrinceis did not reprove, or laugh at hiniy but 
rather cottfoled him under his difappointment ; 
and 4idvifed him to abftain from all excefles in 
future, and turn his thoughts to the good order 
d[ his kingdom, and the happinefe of his fub«- 
je<SU* 

Zcyn was much relieved by this converfation. 
He retired to reft : v^rhen he again faw the old 
man in a dream, who faid to him, ^ the time of 
your prolperity is now come, brave Zeyn. As 
fbon as you rife in the morning, take a pick-axe, 
^nd dig in your father's clofet ; you will there 
£iid inmienfe treafure. 

In the morning he haftcned to the Queen's 
apartment, and with mvich earneftnefs told her 
his new dream.. His mother, finding he again 
placed confidence in the vifion, laughed at him. 
* Go,' faid fhe, * fearch your father's clofet dili- 
^ntly, one comfort is, that work is not fo toil- 
^mc as a journey to Egypt.' 
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The young man withdrew, abafhed. He 
went notwithftanding to the late King's clofet, 
and fhutting himfelf in, removed the pavement 
He proceeded to dig till he not only fatigued- him- 
felf, but began to defpair : when he difcovered a 
ftone, and under it a door, which covered a 
ftaircafe of white marble. He defcended into a 
room, in each comer of which there ftood ten 
large urns of porphyry ftone. The Prince fup- 
pofed they were full of wine, but on examining 
them, was agreeably furprifed to find they all 
contained gold coin ; a handful of which he car- 
ried to the Queen. 

That Frincefs was aftonifhed at this acoouot 
Zeyn, condufted her to the chamber where the 
urns were ; and as fhe was obferving every thing 
with attention, (he efpied a very fmall urn of the 
fame ftone, which the Prince had not taken notice 
of. On fearching it, they found only a fmall 
gold key. ^ My fon,' faid the ^ Queen, ^ this 
key certainly will lead us to fomie other treafure. 

Let 
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Let us look about ; perhaps we may difcover the 
ufe it is defigned for.' 

After a diligent fearch they difcovered a key* 
bole in one of the pannels of the wainfcoat. 
2^yn tried the key, which opened a door that 
Jed to another chamber, in which were nine pe- 
deftak of maffy gold. On eight of thefe flood 
flatues as large as life, each formed of an entire 
diamond of the mod admirable workmanfliip. 
The ninth pedeftal redoubled their amazement. 
It was covered with a piece of wliite fatin, oh 
which were thefe words: * My fon, it caufed 
me much^ toil to get thefe ftatucs -, they are, as 
you fee, exquifiteiy beautiful, andofimmenfc 
value. But know, there is a ninth which fur- 
pafies them all ; that alone is ^orth more than a 
thoufand fuch as thefe. Would you obtain this 
incfiimable jewel, go to Cairo ; and fubmit your- 
felf to the inftruftion of an old flave of mine, 
named Mowbec, whom you will find without 
dificulty.' 

I 2 Zeyn 
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Zeyn indantly declared his intention of going 
in fearch of this jewel, and the Queen now ap- 
plauded his determination. Having fecured the 
treafure' they had found, the Prince made ready 
his equipage ; and, attended by a few Haves, fet 
off for Cairo. 

He -foon found Morabec, who lived in great 
fplendour. Zeyn related to him all that had be- 
fallen him.; which, when Morabec had heard, 
he fell at his feet ; ' I am convinced,' faid he, 
* from your account, that you are the fon of my 
royal mafter: and as I never received my free- 
.domfrom him, I, and all that I poflefs are yours.' 
I now, replied Zeyn, give you your freedom, and 
j-enouncc all right to your wealth. 1 afk in 
return, that you will zealoufly affift me, till I 
have gained the ninth ftatue.^ 

Morabec gratefully acknowledged^the Prince -s 
generofity, and promifed to attend him. * The 
enterprife,' laid he, ' will abound with danger, 
and fatigue. Repofe yourfelf here, for fome 

iimc, 
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Cime, and wc will then undertake it.' Zeyn 
Felu£bintly complied: but after a very little white 
he became impatient. ' I came not to Cairo,' 
faid he, to his friend, * to indulge myfelf in reft 
and amufements ; but to obtain the ninth ftatue,* 
Morabec praifed his fpirited difpofition, and oi>- 
dered a proper equipage to be got ready: the 
Prince and he then performed an ablution, and= 
riie prayer which is called Farz ; after which* 
Ihey fet out.. 

After ftveral days turvelling, they arrived at a- 
deliciotis grove, where Morabec caufedthe whole 
.gfipmpany to alight. ' Zeyn and he, delivered 
^.9jeir«horfes to tiic care of their attendants, 
whom theyordered^ta wait their return. They 
fct forward on foot, and as they proceeded, Mo- 
rabec cautioned the Prince to call forth all his 
courage. * We are now,' faid he, * approaching 
the dreadful place where the ninth ftatue is kept, 
and fhall very foon come to a lake When we 
draw near the banks of it, you will fee a boat ap- 
f roach, which is enchanted, and belongs to the^ 

J 3 King. 
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iungofthc GeniL We fhall betaken into thb 
boot, :md ferried over the lake ; but yoa nraft be 
carefbl not to expreis the leaft fiar at die fight 
cf die waterman, however hideous he may be ; 
'nor mnft yoa titter a fingle word, while we ait 
embarked, or the boat will inftantly fink. 

Zeyn promifed an exad obedience to thefe 
jnjnn^ons. They prefently came to the lake^ 
and found the boat ready to receive them. It 
was made of red fandeis, had a mail of ambcTy'^ 
and a fatin flag ; but Ae waterman was mon- 
ftrous and terrible. He had the head oFaH ele- 
I^iant, and the body of a tyge^.^ Zeyn drewnMH 
him with great intrepidity. He lifted the ftince* 
firft, and then Morabec into the boat, with his 
trunk ; conveyed them over the lake in a mo- 
ment ; and putting them on ihore in the fame 
manner, immediately vanifhed. 

* Now,* faid Morabec, * we may talk : I con- 
gratulate you on that fortitude, and felf-coni- 
mmd^ whidi you have difplayed^ and for which 

yo» 
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f6a i^ill fixm have ftill greater occaGon. We arc 
now on an ifland which belongs to the King of 
iie Genii. Look around you, and enjoy as wc 
rp forward die furpaffing beauties of this ddight^^ 
iul place. Zeyn faw with admiraticxi, the en- 
:hanting profpe£l. The fields were finely dif* 
pofed^ and adorned with all Ibrts of odoriferous 
[ilants and flowers ; the trees were laden with 
lie moft delicious fruit; the air was uncom* 
Qoonly fbft and pleafant ; and the harnumious 
fongs of numberlefs birds, many of which were 
peculiar to that ifland, enlivened the beautiful 
keoe$ around them. The Prince, though very 
p^eatly pleafed with what he beheld, urged his 
Dompanion to haflen forward on the great bud* 
[leis they had undertaken. 

At length they came to a palace built of emt- 
raids ; before the gate, which was of mafly gold, 
diere flood a company of Genii, who guarded 
flie entrance with clubs of China flee! . Tht 
Gght of diefe terrific centinels did not in the 
leafl check the ardour of the Prince : He wds 

1 4 prefling 
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preffing forward, when Morabec caught him B^ 
the hand, and told him that fomething more 
than human virtues or talent^was now neceflary; 
He then, drew from a purfe, four long ftripes o£ 
yellow tafiety -^ one he put about his middle,, 
and the other oahis back: giving the remaining; 
two to the Prince, who did the fame with diem;. 
Morabec then fprcad twa large cloths on Ac- 
ground i and fprinkling the borders of them with 
precious ftones, muik,and amber, he feated him ^ 
ielf in the midft of one of ^em ;. and direded 
Zeyn to place himfelf in the fame manner on 
the other. * I will now,' faid he, '-conjure the 
King of the Genii, who lives in the palace before 
us, that he may come to us peaceably; I am not 
without apprehenfion, as to the reception he may 
choofe to give us. If our coming here is dif- 
pleafing to him, he wHl appear in the fhape of 
a horrible monfter : in which cafe you muft fit 
fiill, and keep an entire filence^ notfufiering the 
leaft found to efcape you. If he is favourably 
difpofed towards us, he will come in the fhape 
ofahandfome young man. You will then, as 

toon 



Icxm^as he appears, rife andfalute himj^.with alF 
poflible refpe£t ;. an3^ tell^iltn .the bufinefs which 
bring; ydu hither. But take efpecial care not to 
ftep off y QUI cloth, or you will certainly periih/ 

Morabee^ having thu& inftm^ied the Rince^ 
bezan his conjuration., immediately their eyes 
were dazzled with^ a flaih of lightning, which 
was f^JUowed by moft tremendous thunder : the 
whole iiland was covered wkh a.hidtous dark* 
nefs : a ftorm of wind blew : a dreadful cry was 
heard : and the ifland was lliaken by an earth- 
quake^ fuch as Afrafyel is tocaufe on the day of 
Judgments 

The fteady foul of die Pi-ince was a littlo 
fiartled at thefe awful appearances ; which he 
began to confider as very ill omens. Morabec 
perceived what paft in his mind, and aflbred him 
that all was well. At that inftant the King of 
die Genii appeared^ as a very handfome ,man ; 
yet there was a fiernnefs in his ah*.. 



As 
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. At foon as PriAce Zeyn had paid his aMnpii" 
ments, and related \wiiat he came in fearch Gf| 
the King of the Genii, fmiling, anfwettd,.. * my 
Ton, I loved your father, and have no lefs kind- 
nefs for you. The ftatues you found were pre^ 
fented -to him by me ; |j|^ I ptomifed him to re- 
ceive you into my prot]e6lion. I canfed him^fo 
write a few days before he died» that which you 
teadonthepiece of white fatin. I a^^ared to yoti 
in your dreams as an old man : and have been 
the caufe of all that hath happened to you. I 
intend to give you what you feek, if you prove 
worthy of it ; and the teft muft be this. You 
mufl engage, on your oath, to £nd out a inaid ia 
her fifteenth year, who has never known maD| 
lior deCred to do fo. She muft be perfectly beau- 
tiful : and you, fo much matter of yourfelf, ai 
not even to wifti to deprive me of her : but yo« 
tnuft yourfelf condu6l her hithel'.* 

Pr4n<::e Zeyn took without hefitation, the oath 
that was to required him. < But, Sir/ faid he, 
^ how ihall I know when I have met with fuch 

a maid.' 
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• iimid.*-*.* It is true/ replied the King of the 
Genii, ^ that knowledge is above the Ions of 
Adam. Take therefore this looking glais* if on 
the naaiden looking at it, it appears fuUied, it will 
be a certain fign, that ihe has not been always 
undefiled i (»-, at lead, that ihe has wiihed to 
ceafe being ib. You have now a certain crite- 
rion. Be diligent in your fearch, and forget 
not the catfi you have taken ; but fulfil it, as 
becomes aman of honour.' ^ <% 

The Kiqg of the Genii having delivered the 
micror lo Zeyn, gave him and Morabec permif- 
iion to depart. They returned to the lake. The 
waterman, with the elephant's head, brought 
his boat, and ferrbed them over. They joined 
their fervants^ akid returned to Cairo. 

When the Prince had refted a few days, hfe 
began tx> apply himfelf diligently to perform his 
engagement with the King of the Genii. By 
die affiftah<>e of an intriguingold woman, whom 
Morabec intsoduced to hioky 2eya obtained ae- 

cefs 
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€efe to all the beautiful young women in tlit 
court, and city of Cairo. He faw many,, of the 
nooft exquifite beauty ; but when he confulted 
his mirror, that fatal touchftone of their virtue; 
it always appeared fullied. 
> 

Zeyn, thus difappointed, refolved to feek 
elfewhere for that purity which was not tD be 
found in Cairo. He travelled to Bagdatd^ at- 
tended, by Monbec ; and, as he wimra to bt 
much known, to forward his enquiries, he took 
a handfome palace, and lived iiifplendour. 

' There refided in that quarter of the city an 
Iman, whofe name was Boubekir, a vain, 
haughty, envious old man ; he hated the rich 
only becaufe he was poor ; and, under the ap- 
pearance of an auftere and rigid virtue, he 
indulged his ill-nature in railing at the luxury 
of thofe who were in profperous circumftances. 
By this hypocrify, and by often haranguing the 
people, when in the mofque, he had acquired 
eonfiderable influence^ which he uled with 

much 
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a\icTi art, to gratify the malignity of his dif- 
x>fitioti« 

The magnificence of Prince Zcyn foon ren- 
dered him obnoxious to this Iman, which wai 
encreafed by the Prince taking no notice of him. 
Boubekir took an opportunity of addrefGng the 
people, one evening after prayers ; and by fly 
iniinuations, and charges half fupprefTcd, he 
irritated them againftthe fpendthrift ftranger, as 
he called him. He hinted the neceffity of giving 
notice to the council of Zeyn's manner of 
living, left, if any thingihould be proved againft 
him, the Caliph (hould be difpleafed with their 
inattention. In Aort, he fo cajoled the af- 
•fembly, that they agreed to prefcnt a memorial 
againft Zeyn to th^ council.; and gave dire£tions 
Jb BokEekir to prepare it. ; 

Fortunately Morabec was at prayers, and, re- 
maining unnoticed among the crowd, he heard all 
that pafled. He immediately haftened liome; 
i^id^ putting five hundred pieces of gold into a 

j>urfe» 
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purfci lie went to the houfe of the loun. Boi« 
bekir received him with his ufual aufterify, 
and furlily afked what he wanted ? • Do6tor/ 
replied MorabeCy with w Qhiiging air, and at 
the fame time putting the purfe into his band, 
* I am your neighbour, and your fervant ; I 
come from Prince Zeyn, who lives juft by ; he 
has heard of your worth, and deilres the pleafnn; 
of your acquaintance.' As (bon as the puriir 
reached the hand of the Iman, his rigour m^ted 
away. * Be pleafed. Sir,' faid h^r * to beg the 
Prince's pardon for me ; I am afhamed I have 
act yet been to wait on him, but I will atone for 
that fault to-morrow/ 

Next day, after morning-prayer, Boubekir 
faid to the afiembly, ^ Y9U know, brethren, 
that no man is without enemies; and that envy 
always purfues the fortunate aqd meritorious. 
The ftranger I fpokc tb you about yefterday, is 
no ill man, as fome malicious people would 
have perfuaded me ; but a young prince, poffefled 
of m^ny virtues. It would be dangerous, as 

w«JJ 
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well as indecent, for ut to make a bad report of 
him to the Caliph/ 

. Boabekir having thus dohe away the iinfavour« 
able impreffioh he had himfelf made on the peo« 
pie, concerning 2^yn, waited on the Prince, 
who gave him a courteous reception. Mora- 
bec^ judging that fuch a bufy man was likely to 
know the character of his fellow-citizens, advifed 
Z^yn to acquaint the Iman with the fearch he 
was making; nor was he miftaken. When 
Boabekir heard the relation he cried, out, ^ that 
if there was fuch a virgin in the world, he 
knew her.* In fadi, the Iman, now become 
Zeyn's zealous adherent, introduced the Priace 
to a young lady, the daughter of a Vizier, whofc 
beauty aftonifhed the young King of Balfora ; 
and, on pulling out his mirror, to try if the 
maid was as chaAe as fair, he had the fatis&d^ion 
to find it remained unfullied. 

Zeyn having at laft fuceede 1 in his difficult 
fearch, demanded the young lady of her father 

in 
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in marriage. The Vizier gladly confented : th« 
nuptials were celebrated with fplencbur. Zeyn 
loaded his new father-in-law with the moft coftly 
prefents ; nor was Boubekir forgotten. When 
the company were difmified, Morabec advifed 
his mafter to fet out immediately for Cairo, and 
to proceed with all diligence to the ifland of the 
King of the Genii. 

Zeyn did not Iiften to this advice with his 
tifual complacency. Morabec found himftrangely 
balancing whether he fhould keep his engage- 
ment with that King, br condudl hh charming 
bride to Balfora, in defiance of him. In vain 
Morabec pleaded the value of the ninth ftatue, 
which would reward his fidelity : in vain he de- 
fcribed the power of the King, and cautioned 
the Prince to dread the confequences of his difo- 
bedience. The charms of the lovely virgin had 
taken too full poffeffion of his heart, for him to 
be allured by avarice, or intimidated by danger ; 
and the thought of facrificing her to a Genius, 
opprefled him with grief and indignation. 

But 
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But to die call of honour, and to the (kndity 
of 2HI oath, Zeyn could not refufe to liften: 
Morabec pointed out thefe obligations, and ad- 
)>ared the Prince to fubdue his pai&ons, and 
fiilfil his engagement. * Well then/ exclaimed 
lie, < I yield to thefe cruel obligations: let us fet 
out with all hafte for this fatal ifland : and do 
you conceal the lovely maid from my fight. 
Perhaps I have already feen too much of hen* 

They fet out accordingly, Z.cytt carefully rt- 
firaining from the (ight of his bride all the way. 
On their arrival at the ifland, it became necellary 
^ acquaint the young lady with her deflination. 
The grief and de^ir fhe exprefled, on receiving 
ibc information, was a new and fevere trial of 
^ Prince's fortitude. He perfevered notwith* 
ibiiding, and prefented her to- the lUng of the 
Gienii. The fovereign of fpirits, having gaased at 
her for ibmetime very earneflly, ordered his at* 
tendants to convey her into the cafile, and turn^ 
mg to 2^eyn^ who could fcarcely conceal his dlf- 
ireis, the King commended his integrity and re- 

VoL. III. K folution.. 
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felution. ^ I am/ faid he, * fully Satisfied with 
your behaviour. Return to your dominions; 
and when you enter the fubterraneous roam, 
where the eight ftatues are, you fliall find tte 
. ninth, which I promifed you.* 

Zeyn coldly thanked the King of the Genii ; 
and having taken leave of him, returned to Bal- 
fora. He approached his capital, overwhelmed 
with aflii^on for the k>fs of his bade ; and un» 
ceafingly condemning himfelf, &)r having been 
• tlie caufe of her misfortune* 

On his arrival he went diredlly to give his 
mother an account of his joulney. She was iit 
raptures to hear he had obtained the ninth ftat«e« 
*' Let us go, my fon/ faid flie^ * and fee ;it 
^immediately ^ no doubt it is already in the 
cha'mber under ground, fince the Kingof tke 
Geiiii promifed you fliould find it there*' 



Though Zeyn*s defn-e of pofieffing the ninth 
ftatue was mvtch abated;^ or xadier fcM^tteo, 

^thiough 
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dirough his excdfive grief; yet he had too much 
.refpe6t for his mother to delay attending her 
to the fubterraneous apartment ; but how great 
was their wonder, whea, inftead of a diamond 
fiatue, they found on the nintli pedeftal, a moft 
beautiful virgin, whom the Prince knew to be 
the fame he had condoftcd to the ifland of th« 
Genii ! before they could recover their furprife, 
a loud clap of thunder fhook the palace , and the 
Xing of the Genii appeared before them. 

Zeyn's mother was much terrified, but the 
King foon difpelled her fear. * Madam,' fa id 
lie to her, * I proteft and love your fon ; yet it 
was proper I fhould try whether hedeferved my 
partiality, before I gave him the Jbefl gift in my 
power. I had the pleafure to find him [x>irefred 
of many, and great virtues ; and though I know 
.he did not punctually keep his word with me, I 
am too well acquainted with the frailty of human 
nature, to wonder that the charms of this be^iu- 
tiftil virgin made him waver in his fidelity.' — 
Then turning to the Prince, he faid, * L*ve 

K 2 happy. 



happy, Zcyn, with this young lady, who Is yotrtr 
wife, love her, and her only, and I will be ait- 
fwcrable for her fidelity* This— this is the 
jihith ftatue, which I defigned for you, and it is 
infinitely more precious than all the reft: for be 
aflured there is nothing on earth tor be compared 
in value with a- virtuous and lovely womaiu' 



THE HISTORY OF CODADAD, AND Hit 

.JTROTHIRSi 

There reigned formerry, in the city of Har# 
ram, a King called Zaphnah. He was beloved by 
his fubjefts, and wanted nodiing to complete hk. 
happinefs but an heir. Though he had many of tRie 
fineft women in his feraglio, yet he was deftituft 
of children. . He continually prayed to Heaven 
for them ; and one night the prophet appeared to 
him in hisfleep, and faid, * Zaj^nah, thy prayers 
are heard, and thou haft obtained thy defires. 

Go 
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Go into thy garden, when thou wakeil ; gather 
a poniegranate, and eat as many feeds as thou 
chufeft> and thy wifhes fliall be accompliflied/ 

In the morning the King obeyed thefe direo 
tions. Having returned thanks to Heaven, be 
went into the garden^ where he took fifty pome- 
granate feeds, which he counted and eat. Zaph* 
nzh had fifty wives, who all of them ihordy after 
proved vriih cliild ; though (Hie of them named 
Pirouze ihewed no appearance of it. The King 
was fo difguficd with her on this account, that 
he determined to put her to death. But his 
Vizier, who had great influence over him, and 
was very humane, interceded fo ftrongly for hep, 
that Zaphnah fuffered himfelf to be overcome, 
' Her barrennefs,' faid he, ^ is a mark of the dif* 
pleafure of Heaven. Let her live ; but let her 
depart my court. My coufin, the Prince of Sa- 
maxiA ihaO recme her. If iheis with diild, 
let me know it on her delivery ; if not, let me 
<}ever hear her name again** 

K 3 Pirouze 
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Pirouze was fent accordingly to Ac court 
of Samaria. In due time the other nine 
and forty ladies were each delivered of a 
prince, and while Zaphnah was rejoicing at thefe 
events, news arrived that Pirouze had alfo pro- 
duced a fon, whofe beauty the Prince of Samaria 
{yraifed in the higheft terms* 

Though Zaphnah was much pleafed at the 
birth of his fiftieth fon, yet being aihamed of 
the feverity with which he had treated his mo- 
ther, he determined not to recall her to Harran. 
He fent her compliments of congratulation ; but 
at the fame time defired his coufin would give 
the child the name of Codadad, and carefully 
fuperintend his education ; fuflSciently fhewing by 
thefe orders, that he did not intend foon to re- 
call Pirouze and her fon to his court. 

The Prince of Samaria performed his office 
with the greatefl attention. Codadad, under 
his tuition, became one of the mdfl accompliflied 
of Princes. As he grew up, he began to be im- 
patient 
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pttient to vifit his father's courts and findings 
when he had reached his eighteenth year, that 
Zaphnalh exprefled no deflre to fee him ; he 
threw himfelf at his mother's feet» and befought 
her permiffion to go to Harran* * I will prefent 
myfelf,' faid he, * to my royal father, withoat 
difcovering myfelf to him. I will oiFer him my 
fervices ; poffibly I may be fo fortunate as XA 
merit his efteem ; and he wiH then receive me as 
his fon without reludatice.* 

Pjrou7£ approved of his rclblution, and Co- 
dadad left Samaria accordingly. When he ar- 
rived atthecityof Harran, he offered his fervices 
to the King. Zaphnah, flruck with his appear* 
atice, and perhai^ moved hy a natural fympa- 
thy in his favour, readily accepted of themv. It 
was not long before Codadad had an opportu- 
nity to fignalize his bravery »in fuch a manner, 
as to gain the high approbation of the King, and 
the applaufe of the whole army ; nor were his 
other talents lefs confpicuour. Zaphnah's af- 
(i€^n f^r him encreafed daily. He admired his . 

K 4 fKfcourfe, 
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difcourfe, ever full of wit aad wifdom ; and at 
length, to fliew how much he approved of Eis 
admirable talents, he appointed the young ftran- 
ger governor of his forty-nine fons, though he 
was apparently of the fame age with themfelves. 

The Princes had before fcen with a jealous 
^e the progrefs Codadad daily made in their 
father's favour. This appointment encreafed 
tlieir envy and hatred* They received him with 
the appearance of refpefl ; but had already plan- 
ned his jdedrui^ion. 

After a few days, they came together to their 
new governor, and requefted his permiffionio 
take a day's hunting; refolving to go to fixne 
other city^ and flay there, in hope that their 
father would revenge their fuppofed lofs on his 
new favouriite, and put him to death. Codadad 
granted tlieir uequeft ; but was much furprifed 
to find that none of them netumed in the even- 
ings His alarm encreafed when the next day, 
^nd the day following pafled^ and the princes 

ftill 
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"fiill continued abfent. On the fourth day the 
Jung enquired of Codadad where his fons were? 
and why he had not feen them for feveral days? 
The unfortunate governor was obliged to tell 
the truth« iSaphnab, as the princes had fofe- 
ijben, was exceedingly enraged. * Is it thuSf 
ixidifcreet ftranger/ iaid he, < that you begin 
pj difcharge the important truft I have com«- 
mitted to you i Go, find my fons immediately, 
or expe£k to feel the utmoft weight of my refeat* 
ment. 

Codadad, though much s^iSted^ thought him* 
lelf fortunate to have efcaped fo well out of the 
king's pnefence. He went home, and having 
armed himfelf, and put on the diiguife of a 

« 

ihepherd, he left the city, and kt forwards in 
fearch of his brothers* 

After many days fpent in vain, lie arrived at 
a plain of great extent, in the ihiddle of which 
was a palace of black marble. When he drew 
near^ he faw at one <^tbe windows, a mo^ 

bemtiiul 
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Deautifiil lady, who was evidently in great af- 
lli^on. As foon as fhe faw him, (he called 
out, faying, ^ ala$, yoang man ! get away as^ 
lift as pebble from this fatal place, or you V9WI 
fall into the hands of the monfter who inhabits 
It. A cruel black giant, who feeds chiefly on 
human flefh, reddes in this palace : he fetzes on 
all perfens whofe ill fortune condu£te them tp 
this plain, and ^\its diem up in his dark dun- 
geon ; from whence they ate never let. out, but 
to be devoured by him.* 

Codadad was verv eameft to know who his 
hit informer was, and whether he could not re- 
leafc her out of the caftle. * I f5cll into di^ 
hands of this barbarian yefterday only,* replied 
flue. * He deftroycd my fervants, but faved me, 
I fear, for a more dreadful fete. Yoo, generous 
ftranger, can yield me no afliftance. Fly with 
«tt (^>ecd : the monfter is not far off; and you 
will be fortunate if your utmoft hafte can fave 
you/ 



She 
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She had fcarce uttered thefe words when the 
Mack appeared. He was a man of diormous 
fize, and dreadful afpedt, mounted on a mighty 
Tartar horfc, and wore fuch a large and weighty 
fcjmitar, tfiat no one but himfelf could ufe it* 
llie prince was a good deal ftartlcd- at his ap- 
pearance, but drew his fcymitar, and ftood upon 
his defence. The giant, defpiftng fo weak an 
adverfary, called out to him to furrender, with 
a mixture of real fcorn and affe£led gentlenefs : 
but Codadad Toon convinced him he was no 
delpicable enemy; for running brifldy up to 
him, he gave him a violent cut on the knee. 
The black, feeling himfelf wounded, gave fuch 
a dreadful (hriek as made all the plain refound. 
He grew enraged, foamed at the mouth, and 
raiiing himfelf in his (lirrups, ftruck at Codadad 
with his dreadful fcymitar, which muft have 
deftroyed him, if he had not with great dexte-* 
rity avoided it. The fcymitar made a great 
hiffing in the air ; but before the giant could re- 
cover himfelf, the prince aimed a noble blow at 
his right arm, and cut it off. The fcymitar fell 
•* wifh 
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with the hand that held it ; and the giant, lofing 
his feat through the extremity of the pain, made 
the earth quake with his fall. Codadad ran up 
to him, and completed the vi£lory hj chopping 
off his enemy's head. The lady, who had been 
a lpe£bitor of the combat, feeing the giant de- 
ftroyed, gave a fhout for joy ; and then called 
out to the conqueror to fearch the pockets of the 
ilain, and lecure the keys of the caftle* 

Codadad having Sallowed her advice, opened 
the firft door, where the lady met him, and 
would have embraced his knees for her deliver- 
ance, but he prevented her. He had now lei* 
fure to contemplate her beauty ; and was re- 
joiced that he had beai able to do fo efiential a 
fcrvice to fo lovely a woman. Their converfa- 
tion was interrupted by difmal cries and groans. 
Codadad looked round to find whence they pro- 
ceeded, when the lady, pointing to a little door, 
iaid, ' There is the place where a number of 
unhappy men are -confined, who were deftined 
for the food of the cruel wretch you have de- 
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firoycJ. -Every day he drew out one ta be de- 
▼onrcd.* ' It is an addition to my joy/ replied the 
jNrince, ^ that I am die means of iaving fo many 
nnfi^rtunate perfonsr from iuch a dreadfbl endL 
Come with me, madam, and (hare in the plesN 
fure of giving them their Uber ty/ 

Cyodadad and the lady went accordthgfy to die 
^Ktde door, when the princepot a key into the 
lock, which proved to be a wrong one. AH the 
priibners, fuppoiing it was the giant, lent £Drth 
groans and tamentationr. Codadad made hafte* 
to change the key, and having opened the door^ 
defcended amongft them. He began to tmchait^ 
thofe who were neareft to brm> and made thenv 
tmderiiand that he had fiahi their enemy, and 
was come to fet them free. As die report 
Spread among the prifoners, ihout^ of a very dif« 
ferent nature rent die cavern* Thofe firft un^^ 
diained fet fieeodierst and in a very fitde time 
they were all at liberty ; and leaving the don«^ 
i;eoii^ afcended joyfully to light and life» 

When 
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When they were come into the court, they 
returned thanks to their deliverer, in terror be- 
coming thofe who had received fo great a bene- 
fit. Codadad's joy was unbounded when bt 
^feund among the prifoners, the nine and forty 
princes his brothers. He embraced them wi^ ' 
the fincereft affedlion ; not without anxiety till 
.he found every one of them vvas liafe : and they, 
.on their part, gave their deliverer all the prairoi 

.1^ deferved. 

■ ' ■ » 

The ilavcsof the giant, when they found their 

Qiafter. was llain., fled away through by-ways» 

known only to themfelves. Codadad found the 

.iral^le filled with the wealth the giant^ad plun- 

.^ered from the caravans. All this treafure he 

divided among the prifoners, who found horfiB^ 

^^d camels in the ftables fufficient to carry away 

.the merchandize ; and having again returned 

.thanks to their generous b^ncfador, cveiy man 

^iet forward qu his return home. 

Whcii 



When they were* gboe, Codadad aiked the 
hdy what place ihe defigned ta go to ; ofiering 
to condnft her wherever ihe chofe. ^ I am, 
lepEedihe; * of acountry far remote from hence ; 
and mnft own to you I have left that country 
£oT ever. After the obligations I owe you. Sir,' 
laid fhe, addrefllngherfelf to Codadad , < I will not 
conceal my fituation from you. I am a king's 
daughter. An ufurper has poflt fled himfelfof 
my father's throne> after having murdered him ^ 
and I have been forced to fly for my life. 

THB HISTOKY OF THE PRINCESS OF 0E11V- 

ABAR. 

There is in a certain ifland^a^reat city called 
Deryabar. It was long go>verned by a potent 
and virtupus king, whofe daughter I am. 

Not many years after my birth, as he v»s 
hantingy he efpied a.wild afs, which he cbaced.^ 
Being an eager fpoxitfman, he outrode his com- 
.{lany, and. purfued his game abne till night 

drew 
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ibew on. He tbea alighted, and took fhelter 
at the edge of » wood. Whenr it became dark, 
he difcovered a fire at (bme diftance among the 
trecSy which* made him conclude fome village 
^was not fav offl Sut he found the li^ pnjh 
ceeded from' a brge fire, Idndled in an c^n hut^^ 
in which fat a dreadful! giant. He had a larg^ 
pitcher of wine before him, and was roafling a 
bullock whcde, from which he now and then 
jCut flices and eat them. In another part of die 
hut there fat » beautiful woman, feemingly ak 
forbed in grief; her hands were bound, and at 
her feet lay » child of two or ^ree years old.. 

. . My father contemplated thisfcene with indig* 
nation ; but the Giant was evidently too. power* 
ful to be coped with by him alone, and noodier 
means of delivering the prifoners occurred' to him 
at that moment. While he meditated on thefe 
matters, the Giant having emptied the ptcher, 
and devoured about half of the bullock, turned 
to the women andfaid, * why will yocr, beauti- 
6dL Frincefs, oblige nie to treat yoa with fo much 

leverity ? 
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feverity ? It is in your power to be happy. If you 

will but receive and return my love, 1 will * 

* Hideous fatyr/ interrupted the lady, * Ifhall ne- 
ver ceafe to abhor you. You will always be a 
monfter in my eyes/ She added fo many re- 
proaches, that the giant grew enraged. * This 
is too much,' cried he in a furious tone ; * your 
hatredy madam, has produced mine. I will no 
longer fblitit your favours, but will punifh your 
indilts by depriving you of life/ Having faid 
this, he drew his fcymitar, and would undoubt- 
edly have put his threats in execution, if my 
father had not let fly an arrow, which pierced 
the giant's breads fo that he dropt down dead. 

My father entered the hut, and unbound the 
lady's hands ; who returned^ him abundant 
thanks for his timely deliverance. In anfwer 
to his enquiries, (he told him, that fhe was the 
wife of a captain of a band of Saracens, who in- 
habited the Tea coaft. * Tliis wretch, continued 
ilie, was one of his principal oflScers. He fell 
dcfpcrately in love with me, which he took care 

Vol. III. L to 
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conceal, till an opportunity offered, a few daj^l 
ago, to feize me and my child. To avoid pur- 
fuit, he penetrated far into the country ; and 
thqugh he ceafed not continual folfckations, yet 
he never offered me any violence till this mo- 
ment, when it pleafed heaven to deliver me from 
him by your means.' 

* My father faid every thing- in his power to 
comfort the lady. The next day, being fortu- 
nately joined by fbme of his retinue, he con- 
ducted her and her child to the court of Derya- 
bar. He immediately^ fent a meflcnger to the 
country of the Saracens, to acquaint the captain 
that his wife and her fon were in fafety. This 
raeffenger flaying longer than was expedled, fc- 
vera] others were difpatched at different times ; 
but none of them ever returned. My father 
therefore determined to fend no more ; but to 
bring.up the boy . with care, and take the lady 
into his proteftion ; with which fhe was well 
fatisfied. 

<TI»t 
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* That boy, that ungrateful viper, was the 
caufe of all my misfortunes. As we were near 
(Manage, and my father always (hewed great 
Idndnefs to him, he took it into his head, when 
he arrived at manhood, that his prote^r in- 
tended to give me to him for a wife. For a* 
while he waited in hope his patron would meet 
his wiihes;- during which time he took pains to- 
jngratiate himfelf with all ranks of people ; and ' 
when he found that he had formed to himfelf a 
confiderable party, and that my father talked of 
^vingme toa neighbouring prince, he threw off 
the mafk, and boldly demanded my hand in 
marriage. • 

* My £ith6r, who was now grown old, re- 
ftrained his indignation at the ydung man's info*' 
lence, and contented himfelf with giving him a ' 
flat denial; The vain fellow forgot his obliga- 
tions to his preferver. He confidered this refufal 
as a mortal af&o.'it^ and giving way to his iic'ij- 
nation, he determined on revenge. He put him^ 
Mfon -a (udden at the head of his partizans ; 

La cruelly 






148 ARABIAN NI6HT9 

cruelly murdered his venerable htnthStor; and 
caufed himfelf to be proclaimed king of Derya* 
bar. His next care was to have feized me .; but 
the grand Vifier, a faithful old fervant, finding, 
it impoifible to mzdce head againA the ufurper^ 
hurried me firom the palace aboard a fhip that 
was ready to fail, and deliveied me out of his 
hands» 

• The grand Vifier intended to have carried mc 
to the court of the prince who was to have been 
my hufband^ not doubting but he would be eafily 
excited to expel the traitor^ and revenge my fa^ 
ther's death. But providence did not grant fuc- 
cefs to a refolution we thought fo juft. A vio- 
lent florm drove our fhip about for many days. 
At 1^ fhe bulged on a rock. In the horror of 
my fituation I loft my fenfes, and I can only 
tell you, that when I recovered I found myfelf 
thrown on the fhore, on a part of the wreck. 
Every one elfe on board, I have no doubt, pe- 
cifhed in the fea» 



In 
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"* In this (ituation I was found by the king of 
the country, who chanced to be riding that 
way. Every afliftance was given to me, and 
when I had recovered, and related my ftory, the 
king, who was much taken with me, frankly 
ofiered to make me amends for the throne I had 
loft by fliaring bis own with me. 

• The king was young and amiable ; and 
though my iHnefs and afBi£lion had prevented 
my having received any great impreffion from 
him, gratitude compelled me to accept his offer. 
Preparations were making for oyr nuptials, 
when in the midft of this joyful buftle, a neigh- 
lx)uring prince made a defcent by night upon 
the ifland, and threw every body into confufion. 
The king ordered his troops to be got together^ 
intending to put himfelf at their head ; but be- 
ing anxious for my prefervation, he haftened 
firft with me into a boat, intending to hnd me 
on a fmall ifland adjoining, and to return imme- 
diately. Unfortunately the current and the 
wind fet ftrongly from the (hore, (o that in a 

L 3 fliort 
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fliort time we were driven out to fea, ^without 
hope of recovering the iljand. 

* In this diftrefs we thought ourfelves fortunate 

^m^hen we efpied a fhip coming towards us ; but 

tpve foon found our miftake. The crew confifted 

,of a dozen armed pirates. They bound the 

king in a chain, and then being attrafled by my 

%youth and beauty, each claimed me tor himielf. 

The difpute ran fo high, that they proceeded to 

blows. They fought till only one remained alive; 

.who having thrown overboard the bodies of his 

companions, came up to me, and faid,^ you are 

.-now mine ; be not alarmed. I have no deiign 

tMo take any liberties with your perfon, which I 

here vow to holdfacred.' I was greatly rejoiced 

<at this unexpe£ied declaration. ^ Ah, Sir,' faid 

1, * complete your generolity by unbinding my 

hufband, and fetting us onihore.* I was about 

to have declared who he was, but the pirate 

fifing haftily, caught hold of the prince, and 

threw him, bound as he was, into the fea. 



At 
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* At this terrible event 1 fwooned away j and 
when I recovered would have jumped overboard 
after the Prince, if the pirate had not prevented 
me. He then explained to me the motive of that 
promife which I had fo unfortunately attributed 
to virtue and honour. * I intend,' faid he, ^ to 
take you to Cairo^ and prefent you to a great 
Emir, my patron, to whom I have long pro- 
mifed a beautiful female flave. Have I not then 
aifted Jcindly by yourhufband? would not his af- 
iliflion have been infupportable to have fecn 
you in the arms of my friend r' 

* Expoftulation was in vain. I had only to 
comfort myfelf that his attachment to his patron 
(ecu red me from perfonal infult. We landed 
foon after; the pirate purchafcd camels and flaves, 
and fet off with me for Cairo. 

* We had been fcveral days on the road, vrfien 
ycfterday, as we were croffing this plain, the 
ilack giant whom you have juft flain furprifed 
us. Having deftnoyed die pirate and' his flaves, 

L 4 he 
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he brought me to the caftle and invited me to 
Teceive his embraces ; but finding me more dead 
than aJive from terror, he defifted from his en- 
treaties, and gave me till this evening to recon- 
cile myfelf to his propofal : FortunateFy for me, 
you, galJant Prince, have extiicated me from a 
fituation worfe than death.'' 

When the Princefs had ended the recital of 
her adventures, the Princes all joined in condol- 
ing her misfortunes, and Codadad offered to re- 
ceive her as his wife. The Princefs, had not 
feen him with indifference: fhe accepted his 
propofal ; and as the palace of the giant abound- 
ed with every neceffary, they repofed themfelves 
there for feveral days ; after which, they fet out 
for the court of Zaphnah. 

When they were within one day's journey of 
Han-an, and had halted for the'evening, Coda- 
dad called the Princes together, and faid, ' I have 
too long concealed from you who I am. Behold 

your 



T^RTAINMEfiTTS. 153 

^your brother Codadad, the fon of Pirouze !* 
Having faid this, he embraced them all, and eadi 
of. them exprefled much fatisfadlion at the dis- 
covery; but very different were the fentiments 
of thefe unworthy and unnatural brothers. At 
nighty when Codadad and the Princefs were re- 
tired to reft, they met together, and one of them 
addreffing the reft, faid, • you remember how 
much our father preferred and cheriftied this 
dangerous rival of ours, even while he thought 
him a ftrangcr, what muft wcexpeftnow, when 
he proves to be our brother ? what ! when he can 
,boaft of having deftroyed a giant, whom all of 
us together were forced to fubmit to ? will not 
the very relief he gave us, become an argumeat 
tx) prefer him before us all ?* Thefe confidera- 
tions had occurred to every one of thenu They 
went to the tent of Codadad, who was faft afleep, 
nd ftabbed him in a thoufand places; after 
•^hich, they purfued their journey to Harran, 
^ere they arrived the next day, and were joy- 
fty received by their father, who had defpaired 
oii^x feeing thera again. 

Codadad 
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Codadady meail time, lay In bis tent without 
figns of life. The Princefs concluded he was 
dead, and rent the air widi her cries, lamenting 
the fate of her huiband and deliverer ; and ad- 
juring the vengeance of Heaven on his mur- 
derers. After much and vehement fprrow, (he 
c^ her eyes on Codadad, and perceived that he 
breathed a little. It was inorriing, and Ihe hxr 
a large town at a diftance. As (he had no Have, 
fhe determified to leave her hu(band, and haften 
thither for aflSftance. She returned to the tent 
•with a furgeoD ; but when they arrived there 
<hey could not find Codadad. They concluded 
lie had been devoured by wild beafts. The 
Princefs was inconfolable. The furgcon look 
pity on her, and conduftedher to his ownhoufe 
where though he knew not her rank, he treaW 
lier with all imaginable refpe£L 

When (he was a little compofed, (he rel^ 

to her hoft all that had befallen her. Whe^ 

had fin idled her (lory, * You do not wellM^" 

dam,' (aid the furgebn, *' fo give way t^^^ 

an 
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an tinavailing forrow. You owe more to the 
memory of your princely huflband. It is your 
duty to revenge him. Let me attend you as 
your fquire to the King of Harran's court; nor 
fear but he will do you juftice.* 

The Princefs of Deryahar, Toufed by thefe 
confiderationsvfrom a torpid forrow, followed the 
advice of her hoft ; and attended by him, arrived 
at the city of Harran. The furgeon lodged the 
Princefs in a caravanfera.; and went out to en- 
quire diligently after news. He learnt that Pi* 
;rouze, not bearing of her fon, had left Samaria, 
and come to Harran infearch of him. That the 
JCing before her arrival, had concluded that Co- 

dadad had fled to fome other country, to efcape 

his refentment ; but when he knew from Pirouze 
!that the gallant and accomplifhed ftranger, w^ 

his other fon, he had caufed diligent enquiry to 
*be 'made after him in all the adjoining kingdoms ; 
:and had ordered public prayers to be put up in 

all the mofques for the fafe and fpeedy return erf 
"his fon. . 

Plrouzc 
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Pirouze regularly attended thefe devotions^ 
and gave alms at the principal mofque. The 
furgeon, having become acquainted wkh thefe 
particulars, went the next day to the mofque ; 
and ftepping up to one of her flaves, he whif- 
pered * Brother, I have a fecret of momentto im- 
part to the Princefs Pirouze ; may not I, by your 
means be brought to her apartment ?' The flave 
no fooner learnt that thisXecret related to Coda- 
dad, than he entreated the furgeon to return 
with them to the palace ; and asibon as they ar- 
rived there, he introduced him to Pirouze. He 
related to her everything he had been told by 
the Princefs of Deryabar, and told her where 
that lady was to be found. When the furgeon 
was withdrawn, Pirouze and her attendants re- 
ligned themfelves to grief for the unhappy fate 
of Codadad, In the midft of this diftrefs, Zapb- 
nah entered her apartments. Pirouze, widi 
many lamentations, repeated the furgeon's ac- 
count. It was too circumftantial for the King 
10 doubt its truth. Having condoled with the 
unhappy mother on their mutual lofs, he with- 
drew 
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drew, not more opprefled with forrow, than 
ihaken with indignation^ 

• 

It was the hour of public audience. Zaphnah 
entered the council-chamber with fo much anger 
in his countenance, that the courtiers and peo- 
ple who attended with petitions were alarmed. 
Every man's heart failed him for fear. Having 
afcended the throne, the King called for the 
grand Vizier. * Take,* faid he, * this inftant, 
a thouiand of my guards, and feize all the 
Princes, my fons ; ftiut them up in the tower 
appointed for murderen; fee that not one of them 
efcape.' All who were prefent trembled at this 
ftrange command. The Vizier laid his hand 
upon his head to exprefs his obedience, and with* 
drew to execute, his orders. The King then 
difmifled the afiembly with a declaration that he 
"would do no bufinefs for a month to come. 

The grand Vizier having fecured the Princes, 
wasdirefledby his mafter to conduft thePrincefs 
of Deryabar and her f^uire to the palace ; and at 

the 
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the fame time to proclaim who ihe Wds, and in- 
what manner his fens hSid incurred his difplea- 
fure. The Princefs and her attendants were 
led to court, amidft the acclamations of'the peo- 
ple, by whom Codadad was much beloved^ 
while every one uttered eicecrations againft-the 
envious and ungrateful bK>therSy<who had trsated 
him fo xrruelly. 

When the Princefs of Dferyabar had been in* 
troduced to Zaphnah and PircusLCy and had re* 
ceived their embraces, fhe demanded of the King 
juftice on the murderers of her hufband. * Yes^ 
Madam,' replied he, * thofe unnatural vipem 
fhali fufier as they deferve ; thoagh by that ftroke 
of juftice, I muft again become childlefs. Un- 
fortunate Codadad!* continued the wretched- 
father, * we have not thy remains, yet we will 
not omit paying thee the laft duties. At the 
clofe of which, thofe monfters fhall atone for 
their guilt by forfeiting their lives.' 

.The 
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The King gave orders for a dome of white 
n^arble to be erefled without the city, and every 
^reparation to be made for celebrating the obfe- 
loies of Codadad in the mod honourable man* 
ner. A fignre refembting the prince was [daced 
in it, and all the inhabitants of the city went out 
to aflMl at the ceremony.' The King, his Vizier, 
and the principal perfons of the coi^rt entered the 
dome, and fat down on carpets, made of blaclc 
fs^ttin, with gold bcH-ders. A great body of 
guards, hanging their heads, and looking down, 
drew up about the building, and marched round 
it thrice, obferving a profound filence ; at the 
third round they halted before the door ; and M 
of them with a loud voice cried out, * O prince, 
fqn of die king ! could we by the power of the 
fword and human valour, any way retrieve your 
misjfortune, we would bring you back to life. 
But the King of Kings hath commanded ; and 
the angel of death hath obeyed.' Having ut- 
tered thefe words, they drew oflF, and made way 
for an hundred old men ; all of them mounted 
on black mules, and wearing long grey beards. 

Thefe 
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Thefe were anchorites, who had lived airtheir 
days concealed in caves. They never appeared' 
in the fight of the world, but when they were to 
affift at the obfequiesof the kings of Harran, or 
of princes of their family. Each of thefe vener- 
able perfons carried a book on his head, which 
he held with one hand* They took three tumS 
round the dome, and then flopping before the 
door, one of them faid, * O prince, what can 
we do for you ? If you could be reftored ' to life 
by prayers or leaitfmg, we would rub our grey 
beards at thy feet, and recite prayers ; but the 
King of the Univerfe hath taken you away for 
ever.* 

The old men withdrew_to a diftance from the" 
dome, and fifty beautiful maids approached it; 
each of them mounted on a little white horfe. 
They wore na veils, and carried gold bafkets, full 
of all forts of precious ftones. They alfo rode 
three times round the dome : and halting at the 
fame place as the others had done, the youngeft of 
tliem fpoke in the name of the reft, * O prince, 

once 



IICTSRTA IN M£NTS. l6l 

ace fo beautiful ! What relief can you expefl 
nom us ? If we could reftore you to life by our 
harms, we would become your flaves ; but you 
re no longer fenfible to beauty, and have no 
(lore occafion for us." 

When the young maids were withdrawn, 
he King and his courtiers arofe ; and having 
valked three times round the figure refembling 
^odadad, the King fpake as follows; * O my 
lear fon ! light of my eyes ! I have then loft 
rou for ever ! ' Thefe words were accompanied 
vith many (ighs and tears, the courtiers joining 
heir mailer in paying this tribute to the Prince-, 
The gate of the tomb was then (hut, and all 
he people returned to the city. Suitable public 
)rayers were repeated in all the mofques for 
jight days fucceflively ; on the ninth the King 
lad ordered the Princes, his fons, to be behead- 
ed ; the fcafFold was ready, but the executioi> 
yas flopped by news arriving that fome neigh- 
)Ouring Princes, who had before made war 
igaipft the King of Harran, were approaching 

V.01. IIL M' the 
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the xapkal at the head jof a numerous ariny^ 
The King muftered his troops, and 'marching 
out of the city, prepared to xecdve his enemies. 

On their approach, the citizens of Harran at- 
tacked them, and a defperate battle enfued. 
Vifl:ory, long doubtful, feemed at laft to incline 
to the invaders ; when a large body of horfe ap- 
peared on the plain in good order, and drew near 
the two armies. Each party were alarmed, 
dreading a new enemy; but the matter was 
foon out df doubt:; the horfemen feU upon the 
•flank of the King of Harran^^ opponents, and 
gave them fo furious a charge, that they decided 
the fortune of the day ; a total rout enfued, in 
which the greater part of the invaders were put 
tothefword. 

The King of Harran had much admired the 
gallantry of thefe unexpefted allies, and the 
Dull and intrepidity of their leader ; and the 
battle being over, he haftened to thank hira. 
The hero proved to be Codadad* Zaphnah be- 

came 
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cime motiordds with furprlfe and joy. Whc^ 
he reeoTeredy he flew to the arms of his fon^ 
who received and returned his embrace with 
duty and aficdtion. 

2^phnah Itk the army to the care of the 
Gnoid Vizier, and went immediately with his 
foil to the padace: he there intro4uced to him 
Pirouze and the Princefs of Deryabar ; the joy 
of thofe illuflrious peifons, fo dear to each other, 
may be better imagined than exprefied. 

Codadad told tlicm, that a peafant, mounted 
oti a mole, happening to pafs by the tent, and 
feeing him alone, wounded, and fe^yfelefs, had 
conveyed him to his houfe j where, by the ap- 
plication of certain herbs chewed, he recovered 
him, * Finding myfelf well,' continued he, 
* I refolved to fearch every where for my beloved 
Princefs ; but as I heard of the attack which 
was meditating againft my royal father, I deter* 
mined firft to affift him. I made myfelf known 
to the villagers ; and having diligently trained a 

M 2 body 
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body of them to arms, I had the good fortune to 
arrive with them at a time they were fingularly 
ufefuL' 

When he had finiflied his narrative, the 
King faid, * Let us be thankful to Heaven for 
tliis happy and unexpe£ted meeting | but it fhali 
not prevent the juft punifliment of thofe traiton, 
who meant to have deftroyed their brother and 
deliverer ; their intentions were not lefs wicked 
becaufe they failed in the execution of them, 
nor fliall their punifhment be lefs fevere.* 
* Sir,' replied the generous Codadad, though 
they little deferve that honour, yet they are 
your own flefti and blood ; they are my bro- 
thers^ they have been fuflBciently punifhed for 
their offence: I forgive them, and I entreat 
your Majefty to pardon them alfo.' 

Pirouze and the Princefs of Deryabar joined 
in this requeft. The King was highly pleafed 
with their generofity : he caufed the people to 
he allcmbled, and ordered the Princes to be 

brought 
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)rought out, loaden with chains, and expefting 
mmediate death. The King, before them all, 
raufed Codadad to be proclaimed his heir, and 
idded, that at his interceffipn pardon was ex- 
:eDded to the unworthy Princes. The people 
oudly applauded the noble behaviour of Coda- 
]ad, who himfelf releafed the prifoners from 
heir fetters, and embraced them with much af- 
fection. 

On his return to the palace, he amply re- 
warded the furgeon who had fo faithfully ferved 
the Princefs of Deryabar. Zaphnah and Pirouze 
pailed the reft of their days very happily with 
diat Princefs and tlieir beloved Codadad. 



itE STORY OF THE SLEEPER AWAKENED, OR 

THE DEAD ALIVE. 

Abon HalTan was the fon of Selim, a wealthy 
and penurious citizen of Bagdad ; who though 
be was poITcfled of a good eilate, and had gained 
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great wealth by many years fucce&ful traffic, 
yet he fcarce allowed his family neceflaries. 
When the young man grew up^ he haed a torn 
to gaiety ; but the extreme avariee of bis fadier 
not only denied him the ufiial amufeHients of 
youdi, but gave hhn no refpite fiom labour: 
making no difference between him and bi^ 
meaneft l]a?e» 

The death of the merchant put an end ta this 
reftraint on Abon Hailan. He found himfelf 
heir to a plentiful fortune ;. and he refolved to' 
make himfelf amends for the fevere diicipline hp 
had undergone -y but be&re he began his career» 
he (hewed a good underftanding^ and a gcod 
heart ; he fettled a proper provifion on his mo- 
ther; and dividing his wealth- into equal partS) 
with the one part he increafed his patrimony ; 
this he determmed never to bre^ in upon, the 
remainder he devoted to enjoyment. 

To obtain this, he fought the company of 
young men of the fird diAiniStion ia Bagdad. 

A^ 
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As he was known to be wealthy, he eafily be- 
came intimate witli fuch of them as were noted 
for their debauches. To thcfe he gave the moft 
coftly entertainments. The profufion of his 
table, his magnificent balls and concerts, would 
have dii&pated a royal revenue ; and he found 
the wealth he had fet apart for a life of prodiga- 
lity, was difper&d before, a tingle year had pafled 
away. 

Aboa H^ilan was adonifhed at the report of 
his fkevnady that fo large a part of his fortune 
was exhauAed.. He renewed immediately his 
refolution to^keep his patrimony unimpaired, nor 
even to break in upon the improvement he had, 
m^ide to itu He gave no more, magnificent en* 
tertainments :. he fold off his ufelefs flaves, and« 
fylendid furnitpre, and prepared to regulate his. 
expences by his remaining income. But while 
tiiis was doing>,he felt the force of youthful at- 
tachment to many of his companiom, and was; 
amazed and chagrined to find that they alL 
swoided him. The news of bis ruin, had fpread! 

M4 abroad.:: 
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abroad : his prudent refcrve no one knew of. 
All his gay friends therefore treated him with 
contecnpt; and when, to try them ftill further, 
he attempted to borrow a fupply of tbeno; many 
infulted him, all refufed him. 

Irritated with this ungenerous behaviour, he 
renounced them in his turn. He retired to the 
houfe of his father, where his mother ftill dwelt^ 
and began a new courfe of life. As he had 
enough left to entertain a guefthandfomeJy, and 
was fond of fociety, he every day provided what 
he thought neceffary for that purpofe ; and in the 
evening he went and fat on Bagdad bridge; 
Where, as foon as he faw any ftranger arrive, 
whofe appearance pleafcd him, he aoeofted him 
rcfpeftfully, and invited him to ftip and lodge 
with him for that night. 

Ahon Haflan, on thefe occafibns, failed not to 
(acquaint his gueft with an oath he had taken; 
which was, never to give aii entertaiament to an 
inhabitant of Bagdad ; never to invite any man a 

fecond 
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fecond time; or keep up any kind of acquaint- 
ance with any of his guefts after their 
parting. Tliis premifed, he ufed to condudt 
the ftranger home; regale him with a good 
fupper, and lodge him comfortably. In the 
morning, he always (aid to him, * God preferve 
you from all forrow ! when I invited you hither 
yefterday, 1 acquainted you with my oath ; I 
hope therefore you will not take it ill, if I bid 
you ferewd ; and may God condu<ft you !' 

On thefe terms he chanced one evening to en- 
gage a ftranger of refpeftable appearance, whom 
he fuppofed to be a merchant of Moflbul, but 
who in reaFity was the Caliph Haroun Alrafchid; 
who in that difguife was taking one of his cuf- 
tomary furveys of the city. The invitation was 
fo fingular,-that it excited the Caliph's curiofity, 
and he readily accepted it. Abon Haflan con- 
dudled him home, placed him at the upper end 
of his table, and fat down over againft him. A 
handfome fupper and defert were ferved up, and 
tiiey eat of what they liked beft, without fpeak- 

ing 
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iog or drinking^ according to the cuftopn of the 
country. 

When they had done eating, Ahon Hafl&n filled 
out a glafsof wineyandfaidy tohisgueft laughing^ 
• you know, Sir, th^ cock never drinks before 
be calls to his hens to come and drink with him, 
ib I invite you to follow my example. I canfiot 
reckon him a wife uun, who does not love a 
chearful glafs,* — ' I am quite of your opinion/ 
replied the Caliph,, taking a bumper, * and am 
Aire you are an honeft fellow ; fill away ; you 
fiiall find I am ready to partake witli you.' 

They grew merry over their cups. Abo^ 
Haflan being of a lively difpofition, entertainec^ 
hisgueft with a thoufand brilliant fallies. At 
his requed he explained the caufe of the vow he* 
had made to receive only ftrangers, and no man. 
a fecond time ; and related with iiwch humour,. 
Ae (lory of his own extravagance, and Ae ill bc- 
liaviour of his: former companions. 

Xhft 
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. The Caliph vras delight with die wit of hi& 
fapft, and refpefted his underftandiDg. Whe^ 
it grew time to retire, he faid to him, ** I regret 
exceedingly the oath you haye taken, as it de« 
prices me of all hope of being better known to 
you ; but yet I wifli to (hew you how leniible I 
ai9 of your hofpitality. It is more in my power 
to (erve you, th^n you are aware of* Speak 
freely, and tell me what you would wifh for, if 
you were fpre of obtaining your deiires. 

Abon Hafian, who was a little elevated with 
the liquor he had drank, replied brifldy, * I thank' 
you for your offers of fervice ; but irt truth have^ 
no defires that you can gratify* My fortune is 
IhAcicnt ; I have naambition y unlefs indeed you 
Gonld make me Caliph for four and twenty 
hours.' — ^ And why,^ interrupted Haroun, ea^ 
gerly, * fhould you defire that honour for fb 
ihorta time?' — * It would be long enough,' re- 
plied Abon Hafl&n, * to anfwer all my wifhes^ 
The town of Bagdad is divided into various dif- 
trids ; in eacKof wlxich Acre is a mo%ie, and 

an 
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an Iman belonging to it to read prayers. The 
Iman of the dlvifion I live in^ is an old man, of 
an auftere countenance, and the greateft hypo* 
crite in the worH. This man, and four old fel- 
lows of the neighbourhood, who are people of 
the fame difpofition, meet every day at the 
Iman's houfe: where they vent their malice 
againft me, and the whole diftridt, to the great ^ 
difturbance of the neighbours, and the promotion 
of perpetual dilTentions. Inftead of minding 
their Alcoran, and being at peace with all men ; 
they threaten fome, abufe others, and wifli to 
domineer over every body. Was I Caliph for 
one day only, I would remove this nuifance ; for 

1 would order each qf the old men an hundred 

> 

bafVinadoes, and the good Iman four times as 
many ; that they might learn no more to abufe 
and difturb their neighbours/ 

The Caliph laughed heartily at his hoff's nar- 
rative, and immediately conceived the idea of a 
whimfical adventure. Abon Haflan, renewing 
the Gonverfation, obferved that it "grew late. 

'Let 
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* Let us finifli the bottle,' faid he, ^ and I will 
bid you farewel to night ; only let me requeft of 
you, if you rife before me, that you will fhut 
the door when you go out in the morning.' This 
the Caliph promifed ; and taking hold of the 
bottle, faid, * you have been fo obliging as to 
Gil for me the whole night : permit me to pour 
out the laft glafs, and drink to your good repofe.* 
He then dexteroufly conveyed a little powder 
into Abon Hafian's ghfs, and handed it to him : 
who, being much pleafed with the politenefs o£ 
his gueft, drank it off; and had fcarce time to fet 
the glafs on the table before he fell in a profound 
Qeep. 

The Caliph ordered the flave wlio attended 
him, to take Abon HaiTan on his back, and con* 
i^ey him to the palace, where he caufed him to 
be undrefled, and laid in the royal bed. He di*» 
reeled Giafar to attend the fleeper in the morn- 
ing, and falute him as Commander of the Faith- 
ful ; and to take care that all the Emirs and 
Courtiers, as well as the attend^-ints, fhould ad* 

dre& 



ct^ hStti with the nfual ceremonies vAfk(h ^fn^ 
obfervefd to himfelf. 

fearly m the morning the Calij^h itook poffef- 
fioh of a little clofet from whence he couM fee 
iYL that pafled ; impatient to enjoy the furprife 
of Abon Haffan, and to fee how he would fiip- 
port his imaginary dignity. 

At day break all the officers and ladies, whofe 
4uty it was to attend the riling of the Caliph, 
took their places with great filence. One of 
(hem pottinga fponge fteeped in vinegar to Abon 
Haflan's nofe, he fneezed heartily, which awak- 
ened him. On opening his eyes, he found that 
fee was in a magnificent room, furtounded by a 
great many young and handfome ladies, and 
black etinuchs richly clothed ; all ftanding 
with great modefty and refpeft. Caftirig his 
eyes on the quilt of the bed, he perceived it was 
cloth of gold, richly ornamented with pearls and 
diamonds : and that there was laid by the bed, 
^ very rich habit, and a Caliph's turban. 

At 
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At ike fight of all thefe fplendid objeds Abqit 
Haflan was in the utmoft confufion and amasie* 
ment. * So,' faid he to himfelf, • I am Calij^ f 
but,' added he, after a moment^s paufe, * Vis 
<aily a dream: the efFeft of the wifli I mide laft 
night.' Saying this, hetnmed himfelf about 
to fleep again : when one of the eunuchs ap- 
proached the bed, and fiiid very refpeif^fully, 
^ Comman^r of the Faithful, 'tis time for your 
Majefly to rife to prayers ; the morning begins 
to advance,' 

The aftoniftiment of Abon Haflan was inex- 
preffiWe. < Is it poflible I am awake ?' faid 
he to httufclf. * Oh certainly I am aileep,' con- 
tinued he, {hutting his eyes again, * there is no 
reafon tb doubt it.' 

The eunuch finding Abon Haflan did not 
rife, faid again, * Your Majefty will, I hope, 
permit me to tell you, that it is time to attend 
morning prayer, which you never negleffc: the 
fun is juft rifing>' * I am miftaken,' thought 

Abon 



tj6 AJtABIAK NIGHTS 

Abon Haffati,. * I am awake. Thofe that feep 
do not hear thus diftinSly.' Then opening his 
eyes, and fitting up in his bed) he feemed over- 
joyed at his promotion, to the great entertain* 
ment of the Caliph, who guefled very exa£Uy 
what his thoughts were. 

When Abon Hailan began to sn-ife, all the 
ladies of the palace proftrated themfelves before 
l)im, with their faces to the ground : they then 
faluted him with a delightful ferenade, with 
which he was fo ravifhed, that he was in aperfedl 
extacy. But recovering his firft idea, he again 
doubted if it was not a dream : he clapped his 
hands before his eyes, lowered his head, and faid 
again to himfelf, ^ What can all this mean? 
Where am I ? Who are thefe ladies, and at- 
tendants ? How (hall I poffibly diftinguifh that 
I am awake, and in my right fenfes?* 

While thefe thoughts were paffing in his 
mind, Mefrour, the chief of the eunuchs, came 
in, and having paid the proper compliments, 

faid, 
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faid, * Commander of the Faithful, the tinic of 
prayer is over ; all your Generals, Governors, 
and officers of ftate, wait your royal prefence 
in the Council-hall. Will your Majefty be 
pleafed to afcend your throne as ufual ?' 

Abon Haflan was convinced now that he was 
awake, but he was alfo ftili more embarraflecT.' 
After a^paufe, he looked carneftly at Mefrour, 
and faid, ' Who is it that you fpeak to, and 
call Commander of the Faithful ? I don't know 
you, and you miftake me for fomebody eifc' 

. Mefrour affeded an air of aftonifhment, and 
replied, * My worthy Lord and matter, you 
cmly fpeak thus to jeer me. Is not your Ma- 
jefty Commander of the Faithful, Monarch of 
the world, and the Prophet's Vicar on earth ? 
Mefrour, your faithful flave, who has had the 
honour and happinefs to ferve you fo many 
years, cannot forget or miftake you. Some 
tfoublefome dream muft have difturbcd your 
Majefty's imagination.' 
Vol. HI. N Abon 



Abon HaiTan burft out a Idltighing at tfaefe 
words of Mefrour. When he had recovered 
Himfelf, feeing a little black eunuch, he beck*- 
•ncd him, and fiid, " Hark ye, child ; tdl me* 
who I am.' * Sir,^ anfwered the little boy mo- 
ileAIy, * Ybur Majefty is Commander of true 
Believers^ and the Prophet's Vicar on earth.' 
*^ You are a liar^footy-face/ faid Abon Haffan. 
He then called the lady who. ftood neareft him,, 
faying, * Come hither, fair one, and bite the 
•nd of my. finger, that I may know whether I 
am awake or not.*' 

The lady,, who kfrewthc Caliph faw all thaf 
paflcd,. was overjoyed at being thus called upon 
to cdptribute to his amufement : going there- 
fore with a grave face to Abon Haflan, Ihe put 
his finger into her mouth, and clenched it fo 
Inft between her teeth, that he roared aloud, and 
with difficulty puHed it away from hen Wheh 
the pain was a little abated, he faid, * You have 
convinced me I am not afleep ; but how is it 
joflible I,€an.have become Caliph in one night ?- 

* I adjure 



r adjure you, therefore, to tell me the truth.* 

* It is fo true,' replied the lady, * that we, your 
flaves, are amazed to hear you doubt it/. * Ah } 
you are a deceiver,* replied Abon Haflan, * I 
know very well who I fim/ 

Mefrour affifted his new mafter to rife ; and ' 
as foon as he fet his feet on the floor, the whole 
company of ladies and officers cried out togethefj, 

* God preferve your Majcfty, and give you a 
good day.' Mefrour then arrayed him in die 
royal robes, and conducted him throu^ rows 
of proftrate courtiers to the Council-chamber, 
where he mounted the throne of Periiay which 

he filled with all the gravity imaginable. 

» 

The Grand Vizier Giafar, and the Judge of 
the Police, (both of whom he knew by having 
often feen them in their offices) firft bowect 
themfelves down before him, and paid him the 
falutation of the morning*. After which all the"' 
JEmirs, as they were admitted to their feats,, 
went to the foot of tlie throne, and having laid! 

Na their 
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their heads on the carpet, they faluted him ©n 
their knees, as Commander of the Faithful, and 
the Prophet's Vicar on earth. 

Although Abon HalTan had before been elated 
with his advancement, his recolle6lion forbad 
him to believe it. But when he found himfelf 
thus received by the Grand Vizier, and all the 
great men about the Court, he could no longer, 
doubt but he was Caliph, though he could no 
way account for his hiaving become fo. Dif- 
miffing therefore, for the prefent,.,all thought 
upon the fubjeft, he prepared to enjoy his good 
fortune, and exercife his fovereignty. He beck- 
oned the Judge of the Police to him, and di- 
refted him to go to fuch a divifion of the city, 
U> feize the Iman of the mofque, and four old 
ijaeft, whom he defcribed ; to give each of the 
latter an hundred baftinadoes, and the Iman four 
hundred. * This done,' continued he, * mount 
ihem on fiye camels, with their faces to the 
tills, lead them through the whole city, and 
let a crier proclaim before them, * This is the 

punifhment 
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paniihment of bufy bodies and mifchief-mai- 
kcrs.' You may then difmifs tbem^ with or- 
ders never to return to that diftri£t on pain .of 
death/ 

The Judge of the Police withdrew ; and 
the Grand Vizier ' approached the throne, 
and made his report of affairs. Abon HaflTan 
iieard him with dignity and attention. He if- 
fued out orders without embarraffment, and 
gave judgment in feveral caufes with great abi- 
lity. The Caliph faw and admired this part of 
his conduA, wtiich raifed him highly in his 
cfteem. The Judge of the Police returning, 
prefented his new Sovereign an inftrument 
figned by the principal inhabitants of the divi- 
sion, attefting the puniftiment having been in-* 
lifted on the five delinquents. Abon Haflan 
read over the names of the witnefles, (who 
were all people that he knew very well) with' 
'great fatisfaftion. * Thefe old hypocrites,' faid 
he to himfelf, * who were ever cenfuring my 
aflionsj and finding fault with my entertaining 

N 3 honcft 
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honeft people) have at lafl received the punifb* 
ment thev defcrved/ 

When the time of audience was nearly overt 
the new Caliph directed the Vii&ier to take a 
thoufand pieces of gpld^ and carry them to the 
mo^er of Abon Haflan, who was generally cal- 
led the debauchee, and lived in die fame di^* 
ftri^ where the Judge of tibe Police had been 
fent to. Giafar obeyed, and on his retumi 
Abon Haflan arofe, anddifmiffing the audience, 
defcended the throne, and was condudted bv 
Mefrour into^n adjoining apartment. 

He was mvK:h delighted on entering the fplen^ 
did hall to which the chief of the eunuchs led 
hirn. The paintings were exquifite ; and there 
appeared every wher« the greateft profuCon of 
wealth; feveh bands of raulic, placed in diflc- 
rciTt gialleries, ftruck up a grand concert at his 
entrance. In the middle of the room there was 
a table fet out with golden difties and plateSf 
containing all manner of rarities. Seven young 

and 
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and beautiful ladies richly dreffed, ftcxxl around 
this table, each ready to fan the fuppofed Ca- 
liph while at dinner. 

Abon Haflan purveyed all thcfe things with 
the utmoft pleaftare; his countenance ftrongly 
^xpreffed his'joy ; yet there was a mixture of 
wonder and doubt which ocCSsifionally appeared 
in his behaviour. * If this is a dream, ^ faid he 
to himfelf, * it is a lotig one. But furely,' coli- 
thiued he, * it is not a dream : I can fee, hear^* 
feel, walk, and argue reafonably. I am cer- 
tainly the* Commander of the Faithful ; who 
elfe could live in this fplendor ? Befides, the re* 
ipeSt I receive, and the obedience paid to my 
commands, are fuflScient proofs.' He then fat 
down to table ; and the feven ladies (landing 
about him, began to fan him. He looked at 
them with admiration ; and fmilingly told them, 
that one fan was enough to cool him, and he 
would have the other fix ladies fit down to table 
with him, that wherever he turned bis eyes be 
«ttight behold fuch lovely objefb. 

N 4. The 
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The Ladies obeyed ; but Abon Haflan per- 
ceiving that out of refpeA they did not eat) 
helped them himfelf, and urged them in the 
moft obliging terms. When they had dined, 
he a{ked their nam^, Which they told him were 
White Neck, Coral .Lips, Fair Face, Sunfliine, 
Heart's Delight]^ Sweet Looks, and Sugar Cane. 
To every lady he returned handfome compli-' 
inents, wittily adapted to her name. 

After jJinner the eunuchs brought perfumed 
water in a golden bowl ; and when Abon Haf- 
fan had waftied, Mefrour, who never left him^ 
condufled him to another hall, where he was 
received by feven ladies more beautiful than the 
former. Seven other bands began a new concert, 
while the imaginary Caliph took part of a rich 
defert of fweet-meats, and the choiceft fruits. 
This over, he was led to a third hall more mag- 
nificent than the other two ; it was lighted up with 
a profufion of wax lights, in golden branches ; 
and he was received here by feven other ladies, 
of flill fuperior beauty, who condu6ied-him .to 

a table 
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d table fet out with large filver flaggons, full of 
the dioiceft wines, and chryftal glafles placed by 
them. 

Till this time, Abon Haflan had drank no- 
thing but water, agreeable to the cuftom cff Bag- 
dad, where, from the higheft to the loweft, they 
never drink any thing ftrong till evening; it 
being accounted icandalous in the higheft degree 
for any one to be drunk in the day time. When 
he placed himfelf at the table, he defired 
the feven ladies to fit down with him ; and 
.having alked their names, which were, Clutter 
of Pearls, Morning Star, Chain of Hearts, Day- 
light, Bright Eyes, Fine Shape, and Silver 
Tongue ; he called upon each in turn to bring 
him a glafs of wine, and as each lady prefented 
it, he faid a variety of witty and gallant things 
to her. 

* 

As the wine began to elevate the fuppofed 
•Caliph, he became amorous ; which Clufter of 
Pearls perceiving, ihe went to the beaufet, and 

putting 
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piltdng a little of the ileepy powder into a gob- 
1^, ihe fiUed it with wine ; ihe then prefentd 
it in a moft bewitching manner to Abon Haflan, 
requefting him to drink it, when fhe had fung a 
^ng which file had made that day« Haflan con- 
iented ; and the lady fung with fo much grace 
■and fpfrit, ^that he refolded to prefer her to her 
companions. He received the goblet from her 
liand, and drank ; but before he could take it 
from his mouth, he fell faft afleep into the arms 
of the attendants. They then put his own 
<:loaths on him ; and the itave who 'brought him 
thither, carried him back, and laid him on his 
tawn fopha. 






'^It was late the next morning "before the pow- 
der cea fed to operate. But at length the fleeper 
awakened, and, looking round the room, was 
furptized to find himfelf in fo diflferent a fitua- 
tion. He called aloud for Clufter of Pearls, 
Morning Star, Coral Lips, and the other ladies, 
as he could recoUedi them. His mother, hearing 
-his voice, came in and faid^ * >Son, what would 

yoa 
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•you have ? Who are thofc you are calling for^ 
Ahon Hailan, raifing himfelf up, looked haugh-^ 
tily at his mother, and faid, * Good woman ! 
who is it you call fon ?* * You, to be fore,* re- 
plied his mother ; * arc you not Abon Haflan, 
my fon ? Have you flept till you have forgot me, 
and yourfelf too?* * I your fonT anfwered 
Haflan, ^ you are mad1 1 am not Abon Haflai, 
but the Commander of the Faithful.* 

His mother was alarmed at thefe words. • Si*- 
ience, my dear fon, I befeech you,' faid fhe ; 
* do you not know that * walls have ears ?' what 
do you think would be the confequence if you 
was heard to utter fuch rafti words to any body 
elfe ? you are furelydiftrafted,' While his mo- 
tlier was riius remonftrating with him, Abon 
'HafTan liftened to her attentively. He held 
down his head, and put his hands before his eyes 
like one in contemplation. At laft, as if juft 
awakened, he faid to his mother, ' methinks I 
am Abon HaiTan, and you are my mother.' 
Xhen looking round the room, he added, " t 

certainly 
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certainly am Abon Haflan, there is no doubt d 
tt. Ixannot conceive how this fancy came into 
my head/ 

, ^ You have had a good dream,* replied his 
mother, laughing ; * but I have Tome real good 
news for you. The Grand Vizier, Giafar, came 
to me yefterday ; and putting a purfe of a thou- 
fand pieces of gold into my hand, bid me pray 
for the Commander of the Faithful, who made 
me that prefent.* 

* Will you dare after this, old hag,' replied 

'Haflan in a rage, * to tell me I am your fon ^ 

"i fent you thofe thou fand pieces of gold, by ray 

Grand Vizier Giafar ; wlio obeyed me as Com- 

•mander of the Faithful.' 

His mother was aftdtiiftied at his converfation, 
but fearing to irritate him by oppofition, ftie an- 
'fwered him flightly ; and immediately, with in- 
tent to divert his ideas from a fubjedl which 
'ieemed to bewilder him., fhe began to tellhim 

what 
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i?hathadbe&Ilen the Iman,and the four Scheiks 
the preceding day, HaflTan lUlened with much 
attention, and when fhe had finiihed her narra* 
tive, * God be praifed,' faid he, * for all things ! 
I now have no doubt but that I am the Com- 
mander of the Faithful, and the Prophet's Vicar 
on eardi. Know, old woman,' continued he, 
* that it was by my order thofe five hypocrites 
were puni(hed. I was not aflecp when I gave 
thofe direftions ; and am glad to hear from you, 
tiiat the Judge of the Police fulfilled his duty.' 

The old lady was in an agony of defpair when 
fhe heard him talk in foabfurd a manner. ' Hea- 
ven preferve you from the power of Satan, my 
dear fon !' replied fhe, * fome evil genius furely 
poflefTes you. Don't you fee you are in your 
own room? recoUefl yourfelf lerioufly, and 
drive awaythefe fancies from your imagination/ 
At thefe words, HafTan became tranfported with 
fury : He leaped from the fopha, feized a cane, 
and running to his mother, * curfed forcerefs,* 
faid he, ^ teU me inftantly by what means you 

have 
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have conveyed me from my palace to this room^^ 
His mother, looking tenderly at hhn, replied, 
* You are not furely fo abandoned by God, my 
fon, as to ftrike your mother!' Abon Hafian, 
urged to phrenzy, became unnatural. He caned 
her feverely ;^ alking her between every ftroke, if 
ihe Would yet own he was Commander of the 
Faithful ?' to which (he continued to reply, * he 
was her beloved fon*' 

At lengthy as he ceafed not to heather, the 
old lady was obliged to call out fo loud for help, 
that feyeral of the neighbours heard her, and ran 
to her affiftance. The firft who entered the 
room, taking the cane from him, faid, * What 
are you doing, Abon Haflanf have youno fear of 
God ? dare you ftrike your afie£tionate parent ?' 
Hafian looked eameftly on him without return- 
ing any anfwer: and then,, flaring on. all that 
followed him, faid, * Who is that AbonHaffan? 
do you mean to call me by that name ?*-— * Who 
fhould we call fo, but you,' replied his nei^^ 
bour,^ * it is no Wonder you forget yourfelf, when 

you 
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you infult your mother.' — * Begone, you are all 
impertinent !* anfwered Haflan^ * I neither knoW' 
her nor you. Iwill not know you. I am nof 
Abon Haflan : but you (hall find to your coft, 
that I am Commander of the Faithful.' 

At this difcourfe, his neighbours concluded he 
was mad r and while fome laughed at him, others 
went for the keeper of the hofpital for lunatics. 
Haflan became outrageous at the fight of him, 
and called aloud for Giafar and Mefrour to come 
to his affiflance; but the keeper ordered him to 
be undrefled, and beat him with a rope till he 
lay quiet ; he then caufed hand-cuffs and chains 
to be fad^ned on him, and took him to the hof- 
pital. 

For three weeks the unfbitunate Haflan re- 
iGcived daily correSion from the hand of hi$ 
fevere keeper ; who never failed to remind him, 
that he was. not Commander of the FaithfuL 
His mother came every day to fee him; but. 
'whenever flie appeared in his fight, heteproach- 

ed 
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cd and execrated her as the caufe of all his fuf- 
ferings. At length the lively ideas of what had 
palTed during the time he was addrefled as Ca- 
liph, began to fade away ; and the miferable Htu- 
ation he was in, made him recolle£t himfelf ; 
though the obedience which had been paid to 
his orders, would not let him believe he had 
been dreaming ; yet he confidered that if he was 
really Caliph, his oflScers and attendants would 
never have abandoned him to fo much ignominy 
and wretchednefs. While his mind was thus 
employed, his mother came to fee him, and let 
fall a torrent of tears at beholding him manacled, 
emaciated and dejefled. On her approach, he 
no longer appeared furious. On the contrary, 
he faluted her as his mother, difavowed his fup- 
pofed dignity, and with much forrow entreated 
her forgivenefs of the outrage he had conuxxitied 
againft her. 

His mother was overjoyed to find fo happy a 
change in him. She talked with him about the 
diforder he had been in ; and added, * the laft 

ftranger 
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fafiger you brought home with you went 
Liraiy in the morning without fhutting the door« 
am perfusuled this gave ibme demon an oppor* 
snity to enter, and put you into that horrible 
eldfion.' You are certainly in the right, my 
earmotheF,' replied Abon Hadan j * it was that 
ery nigbt I had the fatal dream which turned 
ly br^, andcauiedthoreexcefles which cover 
QC ywith flrame'aad confufion when I think of 
iKm^ I charged *the merchant to ihiit the 
k)or after liim, which now I find he did not do ; 
IS they of Mouflbul are not fo well convinced 
hat the Devil is the caufe of troubldbme dreams, 
IS we are at Bagdad, fiut fince 1 am (b much 
setter, get me, I entreat you, out cf tliis curfed 
place.' His mother haftened with great joy to 
the keeper, and declared the change ilie had 
found inherfon: and he, having exiimined his 
patient, congratulated Jiim on his recover):, uiul 
gave him his liberty. 

, ' * 

When Abon Haflan came home, he ftaid 
in doors for fome days^ to reft and refreib 
VouJII. O himfc|f 
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himfelf after the fevere difcipline he had under- 
gcme. Bat when he had recovered his ftrength, 
he foon became weary of fpeading his evenings 
alone. He determined therefore to begin again 
his former way of living, which was to provide a 
ftipper, and feek a gueft to (hare it with him. 

The day on which he renewed thi^ cuflom* 
t^as the firft of the month, when the Caliph always 
walked in difguife about the city. Towards 
evening, HaJQTan went to the bridge, but had 
icarce fat down when he perceived the Caliph, 
difguifed as before, and followed by the lame 
Have. As he was fiilly perfuaded that^allhis 
fuflerings arofe from the negligence of this 
. Mouflbul merchant, he faw him with great 'm* 
dignation ; and to avoid fpeakkig to him he got 
up, and looked Over the parapet intathe river. 

The Caliph faw and i:eoolleSed hisifiarmer 

hoft i and became carious to know diaefied of 

• his frolic. He perceived that Ha£&n had iifen 

•. in anger, and wiflied. to avoid him. He wont 

- ithexsfiNs 
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iberefore dc^e up to himi and faid, < Oh, brother 
Haflaciy is it you ? give me leave to embrace 
you.*—* Not I indeed/ replied Hafian, roughly, 
and without turning his head ; ' I know no« 
thing of you, nor will I have any thing to do 
With you ; go about your buiinefs/ 

- The Caliph endeavoured to foodie him, fay* 
ing, * you cannot furely have foi^t the evening 
ifre pafled fo pleafantly at your houfe a little 
while ago. I then tendered you my beft fer- 
vices, and now repeat the ofFer ; and fliall be 
^!ad to repay your hofpitality by making myfelf 
oifeful to you. Let me beg you will for once 
let afide your ufual euftom of not receiving the 
fame gueft a fecond ,time, and take me home 
with you again this evening.' 

Abon Haffan refufed this requeft with high 
indignation, and again bid the fuppofed merchant 
tcgone^ But the Caliph urged him fo vehe- 
mently, and feemed fo defirous of knowing the 
Vraufe of his hoft's anger, that Haffan at laft fuf- 
fei7?d himfelf to be prevailed on to receive him as 

O 2 his 
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his gueft a fecond time. He took careliowcv^ 
to exadt a very (blemn promife, tbat he would 
/hut the door after him, when he went out in 
the morning. 

When thev amved at Abon Hafian'« houicy 
he related to the Caliph ail that had befallen 
him. * But,' continued he, 'you wiH notcx- 
pe£k tohear, that it is entirely owing to you that 
thefe tilings happened. I defired you to fhut 
die door, which you neglefted to do ; and fomc 
devil, Ending it open, put this dream in my 
liead; which, though it was very agreeable 
^hile it lafted,twas the caufe df all thefe misfor- 
tunes. You arc in •part anfwerable for all the 
-extravagancies I ran intp ; and chiefly for the 
horrid and deteftaWe crime I waS:guilty of, ia 
lifting up ray hand againft my mother/ 

The Caliph hearing Abon Hailan flww 

^avely laying to his charge fo many evils, butfl: 

into laughter, which exceedingly affronted his 

rUoft. * Perhaps you will find fomething very 

^ivertin^ 
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dCverting in this alfo/ faid he, and at the fame 
time bared his back and-fhoulders, and (hewed the 
wheals and livid marks which remained from the 
chaftifement he had undergone in tlie hofpital. 
The Caliph, on beholding tliis piteous fight, b^ 
came really forry that Haflan had fufFered fo 
souch. HeemGraced, and'condoled with him. 
After which he faid, ^ Let us forget, as well as 
we can, sdl that is difagreeable, and dedicate this 
evening tamir^. To-morrow I will endeavour 
' tb rqpay ycMir fuflFerings to your fatisfadlion.* 

AboH Hafian had conceived an efteem for his 
gueft. He fufiered his anger to be overcome by 
diefe entreaties, and fitting down with him, 
tfiey pafled the eveningtogether in great jollity. 
When it grew late, the Caliph ccmveyed a little 
of the fame powder into the Icup of hishoft, 
which had its ufual cBsSt ; and the flave carried . 
Haflaa a.fecond time to die palace. 

The Caliph caufed him to be again habited in^ 
die imperial, robes, and laid on a fofdia in the 

0-3, balli 
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hall where he had before fallen afleep. In the 
inoming, Mefrour, with the other attendants, 
took their places, the eScSt ot the powder was 
diffipated as before, and as Abon Haflan awak« 
•ened) the mufic finick up a delightful concert. 

Abon Haflan was aftoniihed to hear the 
charming harmony. He looked around hhn, 
and remembered the halt ' he even thought he 
recolle£):ed the perfons of the ladies, ^ Alas^' 
faid he aloud, * I am fallen into the fame fatal 
dream that happened to me a month ago ; and 
mufl expe£l ag^in the difcipltne of the mad- 
houfe. He was a wicked man ^hom I enter* 
tained laft night : he is the caufeof this illufiony 
and of all the miferies I mufl undergo. The 
bafe wretch promifed to fhut the door after him, 
and did not do it, and the Devil has come in, 
and £lled my head with this curfed dream again. 
Mayft thou be confounded, Satan, and crufhed 
under feme mountain !* 






Abon 
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Abon Haflkn continued fome time thought<« 
ful; when fliutting his eyes, and ftretching 
himfelf on the fopha, * I'll go to fleep/ faid he, 
* till Satan leaves me,* On which, one of the 
ladies a[^roaching him, faid, ^ Cortimandei: of 
the Faithful, I beg your Majcfty will permit me 
to tell you, that day appears, and it is time tp 
rife. * Begone, Satan!' replied Abon Hafian^ 
tailing his voice. Then looking on the lady, 
he faid, / (s it me you call Commander of tfic 
Faithful ?' * To whom,* replied the lady, *fhould 
I give that title but to your Majefty, who are 
the Sovereign of the world, and of Muffulmcn ? 
But to convince you perfeftly, let me remind 
you of what pafied yeflerday.' She then told 
Tiim of the feveral matters which occurred in the 
Council ; of his liberality to Abon HafTan's mo- 
ther ; and of the punifliment of the Iman and 
his companions. * Your Majefty then,' con- 
tinued ihe, * dined in the three halls as ufual ; 
and in this you did us the honour to make us (it 
down with you, to hear our fongs, and receive 

O 4 ' wine 
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-wine from our hands, trH yoilr fell afleep^ and' 
never awakened till now/ 

The confidence %ith which Ae lady aflbred 
Haflar^of theie thin^, and his own recolleAion 
of die circumftances, threw hire into the utmoft 
perplexity. * All fhe tells me is certainly true/ 
faid he aloud; * for I rcmeml?er every particular 
of it. Am J indeed Caliph ? Dorl dieam no^ 
•r was T in a dream when I fancied myfelf in a 
mad-houfe ?* At length recollefting that his 
ihoulders flill retained a melancholy proofrof the 
treatment he had received, he once more unco- 
vered them, and aiked his attendants * how they 
dttrft fufFer fuch difgraceful feverity to be ofiered 
to the Caliph while he flept?' The lady was 
confounded; and not knpwing hovv taanfwor 
fo trying a queftion, (he made a fignal for the 
mufic to renew the concert, while fhe and her 
companions danced round the imaginary Caliph. 
Abon HaffaD beheld them for some time with a 
.mixture of delight and anxiety; but asL they 

cputinued 



continued t^^dance, he became transited,. ancT 
leaping up, joined them in tfaeiF amufement^ 
committing numberlefspleafant extravagancies ; 
till the Caliph, who had from his clafet.beeii<a 
ij|)eaator of sdl that paflbd^ and had laughed tlU 
be was quite exhaisftedy . called out, *' Aboa 
Haflan, Abon Haflan, you will make me: die^: 
with laughter J 

The inftant the Caliph's Toioe was heard,' tht* 
fttufic ceafed, smd* every one waa;6ient.' Tlit 
Monarch came forward laughing. Abon Haflan 
i€Colle£led him, notwithftanding his royal robes ; 
and joining: in ^ joke, widiout being*, in the 
leaft daibed at the prefence of his^Sovereign, he 
cried out, * Ha ! ha !— -you area merchant of 
Mouflbul^ and comphun 1 would kill you : yo«, 
who have been^ the oocafion of' my ufing my 
mother fo ilh it was you who- punifhed the 
Iman and the four Scheiks : I wafh nsy hands of 
it. In fhort, yott. ought to anfwer for all my 
iwegularitiesi*' 

The 
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The Caliph acknowledged die truth of Abon 
Haffim's remark; and, at his requeft, told him 
the contrivance he had ufed to convey him dnis 
.^oboQt. He then bad Haflan aik boldly far any 
javbtir he wifhed, to make him amends for die 
iei^ities he had undergone. 

* Commander of the Faidiful,* replied Abon 

Haflan, how great foever my diftrefs was, I have 

quite fergoC it, now that I Inow my Sovereign 

received aq^ufement from diofe circumfiances 

'which occafioned it. I doubt not your M^jefty's 

bounty : butlhall only aik that I may be allowed 

to approach your royal perfon, and have the 

happinefs all my life of admiring your grandeur! 

the modefty of this recjueft charmed the Caliph, 

who had before a great efteem for Haflan : he 

granted his deiire in the moft ample manner, 

aflured him of his prote(^ion, and received him 

into his funiliar friendihip. ^*( 

Abcn Haflan was lively and ple'afant : he con- 
tinually promoted the amufement of his royal 

mailer i 



EKT£RTAINM£llT8. 2(^3 

jnafter ; fo that he became his conftant compa-^ 
nion during tbofe hours which were not devoted 
to bofifiefk. The Caliph often carried him to* 
the apartment of his fpoufe Zobeide, ^ho had 
heard his ftory with much pleafure. This Prii^ 
ceis had a favourite flave, called Nouzhatoul-" 
aonadat. Haflan .had not been often admitted 
to the prefence of Zobeide, before ihe obferved 
that his eyes were often fixed on this young 
lady : who, on her part, betrayed evident proofs 
of partiality for him. 

Zobcide was no fooner convmced that their 
attachment was mutual, than fhe propofed to dx 
Caliph to give her flave to Abon Haflan* The 
Prince confenting, the marriage w:a6 iblemnized 
in the Palace, with great rejoicings. The bride 
and bridegroom received very confiderable pre- 
fents from Zobeide and the Calipli ; and Abon 
Haflan condu£led his fpoufe, with great joy, tk> 
the apartments allotted him in the Palace. 



Abon 
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Abon Haflati and h\& fpoufe lived together th 
pi!rie£t union. Nouzhatoul-abnddat was en- 
dued with all the qualifications capable of gain- 
ing her huflband's love and'efteem $ and he omlt^ 
tbd nothing that could^ render himfelf acceptable 
to her. Hfe furniflied his table-with the choiceft 
dainties, and' mod exquifite wines ; he hired, 
die bell mufi'cians to entertain her ; in a wor^. 
their time paft in a continual round ^ofpjeaftire;^ 



But before the firft year ©rtheir marriage was. 
expired, their (leward made fo large a demand* 
on his mafterv as entirely exhaulled his puffe ^ 
and they found themfelves all at once exceed 
ihgly embarraflfed. Abon Hall^^durft not apply i 
to the Caliph for afiiftance, having in fo (hortoi 
time lavished 'away a coniiderable treafur&: nor 
oould he have recourfe to his own fortune ; fer 
when the Caliph received him intohishoufehold, 
he made over the whole of his patrimony to his 
mother ; and he refolved on no account to lefibn 
her income. On the other hand, Nouzhatoul- 
SonadJfct confidered Zobeide's gqnerpfity to her, 

on 



; (Qsi'her tiuptialsf ^s more than a fufiicient recom- 
pence for her ferviccs, and thoiight that (be 
oqght notto apply to her for more. 

On the departure of the Reward, they fat a 
long time iilent, each revolving thefe difagree- 
aible ideas. At length Abon Hafian faid to his 
wife. ^ I ice you are as much diflreflibd as I am 
on thb occaficm r; butlthmki have contrived 
a. trick, if you will afSft me, which, while it 
-flifcovers our necefEties to the Caliph and Zo- 
beide, will jsx rthe Cime time divert them. T9 
this purpofe, you and I muft both die— ' * Not 
I, indeed^Vinterruptedhis wife, who had before 
liftened to hfm with great attention ; * if you 
have nothing elfe to propofe, you may do that 
b.y yourfelf if you chufe it.' 

* You do not fuppofe, ;furely,'' replied Haf- 
Tan, haftily, * that I mean really to die. I pro- 
pofe only that I ibould feign^lnyfelf dead, and 
jt)u (hould go in tears to Zobeide, and by ex- 
prefling great forrow, move her jpity. On your 

.returiv 
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' Abon Haflan wrapped up his wife as {heiiaj 
donehiniy and with his turban loofened, and put 
^awry on his head> and like a m^n in the deepeft 
Icirrow, Tan to theX^aliph, and announced the 
death of his beloved Nbuzhatoul-aonadat. That 
Vrince wasas liberal to the falfe widower, as his 
OPrincefs had ^been to her£aige.: and Abon Haf- 
fiin left his patron with-a rqoicing heart, though 
rkis face exprefled very di£Ferent feniatioos* 

The Caliph was impatient to condole with 
Zobeide on the death of her Have. Jle-^went 
immediately with Mcfrour to her apartments ^ 
ip^here he found her drowned in tears He 
'feated himfelf by her, and in a moft/tender man- 
ner ufed every argument in his power to confble 
her. The Princefs, though highly grat-ified at 
tinsproof of the Caliph's tendemefs, was amaa^ 
cd to hear him lament the death elf Nouzhatovd- 
'aonadat. She thanked him for his afiediionate 
attention to her, but added, ' yaur lyiajefty has 
i)een mifinformed. It is not die death of my 
flave which affli&s me. She Was here juft now, 
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in gcx>d health, though in much diftrefs. Thefe 
tears are fhed for Abon Hailan ; whofe untimely 
diflblution grieves me much, and cannot, I fup- 
pofe, be indifferent to your majefty. 

The Caliph who had juft parted with Abon 
Haflan, aflured her that he was alive and well. 
* *Tis his wife,' continued he, * who is dead : it 
is only a few minutes fmce he left me over- 
whelmed with afflic^on for her lofs/ 

Zobeide became a good deal piqued at this an* 
fwer of the Caliph. She thought he bantered 
her. She afHrmed with much heat that it was 
Abon Haflan who was dead ; and appealed to her 
nurfe, and other attendants to con^rm what fhe 
aflerted. The Caliph was as confident that 
he was alive, and his wife was dead. To dole 
the difpute, the monarch propofed to wag^ his 
garden of pleafures againft the Princefs*s palace 
of paintings. Zobeide agreed ; and Me(h)ur was 
difpatched to Abon HafTan's apartment, charged 
both by the Caliph and his lady to return withL 
a true account. • 

Vol III. P Abon 
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Abon Haflan had forefeen this difpiite. 
IVhen he perceived Mefroar approachkig, he 
prepared his wife to a6i the dead part Ttpiin. 
He fpread the piece of brocade over her, and 
feated himfelf at the head of the prttended 
corpTe, in great apparent (brrow. In this fitu:i- 
tion the eunuch found him. Mefrour was af- 
fe£led at the difmal (ight. He feated himfelf on: 
the other fide of the bodyand began to ofier oon*^ 
folation to Abon Hallan. He lifted up the pal] 
a little at the bead, and looking under it» let It 
h\l again, and faid with a deepfigh, ' there is no 
other God but God: we muft all (ubmit to hit 
will and return to him.* Then ttirning to 
Abon Hafian, who was figbing and groaning 
jnoft -pitifully, he befought him not to indulge 
an unavailing forrow, said having converfed 
with him a little time, he arofe and took his 
leave. 

Mefrour returned to Zobeide's apartment, 
and on appearing before his mafter, he clapped 
his hands, laughing^ like one who had ibmething 
s^ry a^ reeable to tell : but the Caliph and the 

Princcfe 
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Princefs had difputed till they were both out of 
humour. The impatient Prince cried out, 
^ vile flavC) is this a time to laugh ? tell me 
which is dead, the wife or the hufband j' . 

•^Commander of the Faithful/ replied Mef- 
Tour fcrioufly, * it is Nouzhatoul-Sonatlat who 
is dead.' The Caliph immediately tuniiog to * 
Zobelde, claimed her palace of paintings. . The 
Princefe pettiftily replied, * I fee your majefty has 
contrived with Mefrour to chagrin mc. 1 myfelf 
converfed with my flave, who told me her huf- 
band was dead ; my attendants all faw and heard 
her. This defpicable flave has brought a falfe 
account, I beg I may fend a perfon I can truft, 
to dear up this matter.' 

* I know not ;* replied the Caliph, ^ who 
was the author of that faying, that women 
fometimes lofe their wits ; but I am fure you 
^e a proof that he was not miflakeh. You 
may fend whom you pleafe ; but I once more af- 
fure you that my own eyes and ears are wit«> 
n»Bh$ thsaM^£:Qur has told the truth*' 

Pa Zobeide 
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Zobeide difpatched her nurfe to Abon Haf« 
fan's apartment : and not chafing to difpute fur- 
ther with the Caliph, flie contented herfelf 
with reproaching the eunuch. The monarch 
enjoyed her anger; but poor Mefrour was 
much mortified. He comforted himfelf how- 
ever with the hope that the return of the nurfe 
would fet all to rights again. 

When Abon Haflan had rcleafed his wife from 
licr bands after the departure of Mefrour, h« 
faid to her, * though the eunuch did not mention 
his maflcr, I am perfuaded that tliis vifit was 
made by his dire£tion. The Caliph and the 
Princefs I doubt not are debating which of us \g 
dead : and as Zobeide will not believe Mefrour, 
we may expeft further enquiries/ They fat down 
therefore on a fofa oppofite the window, and 
watched who drew near. 

When they faw the nurfe coming, Haflan 
again appeared as the dead body. Nouzhatoul- 
aonadat placed herfelf at his head, her hair dishe- 
velled, her drefs difordered^ and herfelf appa- 
rently 
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rently in the utmoft diftreb. The nurie on en- 
tering the- apartment endeavoured to confole 
her: and when ibe api>eared a little compofed^ 
exprefled her furprife at finding every thing the 
reverfe of what the eunuch had reported. 
* That black-£iced Mefrour,* faid (he, * de- 
ferves to be impaled, for having made fo great a 
<]ifFerence between our good miflrefsy and the 
Commander of the Faithful. He has had the in- 
conceivable impudence to aflert, before the Prin- 

■ 

cefs's face, that you, daughter, are dead, and 
Abon Haflan alive%' 

The nurfe having comforted the fuppofed 
widow, haftened back to Zobeide, and related 
what ihe h^d feen. Mefrour was equally vexed 
and difappointed at a report fo difFerent from 
what he expefled. A violent altercation took 
place between him and the nurfe ; which the 
Princefs refentcd fo much, that flie burft intp 
tears, and demanded juflice of the Caliph 
againft the audacious and ipfolent eunuch. 



But 
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But the maharcht who had heard their difier« 

«nt accounts, confidered that Zobeideherfelf had 
been pofitive on the one t^nd, and he on the 
other. He began therefore to think there was 
fbmethlng more in dieafiair than he could com- 
prehend. Having pacified Zobeide, he pro- 
pofed that they fhoold go together to Abon 
Haflan's apartment and let their own eyes de* 
termine the controverfy. 

They fet forward accordingly, followed by 
all their retinue. Abon Haffim, feeing the ca^ 
valcade approach, wrapped his wife up as before, 
and laying down by her, contrived to place the 
brocade and turban upon himfelf, fo that on the 
entrance of the royal vlfltors they both appeared 
as laid out. 

When the Caliph and the Princefe entered 
the room, they were exceedingly fhocked at the 
difmal iight. After fome time, Zobeide ex- 
claimed with a figh, ^ alas ! they are both dead ! 
it is dangerous jefting on fuch awful fubjefh.* 

^ You jocularly told me,* faid ihc y * to the Ca- 
liph, 
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liph, diat my Have was dead, and now I find ihe 
h really fo. Grief for the lo&of her hufbandhat 
certainly killed her.* 



■\ 



The Caliph ftrenuoafly afierted that Abon 
HafTan had been unable to fnpport life after the 
death of Nouzhatoul-aonadat. The narfe and 
Mefrour renewed. their altercation ; and all par- 
ties found themfelves as far from certainty as 
ever. In the converfation the Caliph vowed he 
would give a thoufand pieces of gold to him who 
could prove which of the two diedfirft. In- 
(iantly a hand was held out, and a voice from 
under Abon HafTan's pall was heard to fay, * I 
died fitft, Commander of the Faithfiil ; give me 
the thoufand pieces of gold/ At the fame time 
Abon HafTan threw off the brocade, and pro- 
ftrated himfelf at the fe«t of the Caliph, a& did 
his wife at thofe of the princefs. 

Abon HafTan related the necefEty which gave 
rife to this device, and finifhed his narrative by 
very gravely demanding the thoufand pieces of 
gold. Zobeide at firft'was very ferious, not 

being 
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being well plealed to have been fo much affiid- 
. cd: but the Caliph laughing very heartily at the 

trick, fhe at length Joined in hh good humour ; 
' and by their mutBal liberality they fumifhed 

Abon Hafian and Nouzhatoul-aonadat with a 

fufficient and permanent income to enjoy their 

favourite pleafures. 
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